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KE* HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 



Mr. ToIpoh 



''lfcr. E.A. Timm 


Mr. Clegg 




Mr. GUvin "~ ~ Tsr * 


Mr. L«dd 




Mr. Nicho 
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Mr. Roten 




Mr. Tr»cy 




Mr. Cftrion 




Mr. Coffee 




Mr. Hendoa 


Mr. Kramer 


Mr. MeGuire 


Mr. Harbo ! 


Mr. Quinn T*mm 


Tele. Rooa 
Mr. Nease 
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Milt Beahm 


Mies Gandy 
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Attached hereto Is photostatic material concern- 
ing the captioned matter obtained by the Washington Field 
Office from the files of walter^Steele of the^National 
Republic Magazine. This material was made available gratu- 
itously by Mr. Steele and was forwarded to the Bureau by 
letter from the Washington Field Office dated August 27. 
1942. 6 " 
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K. R. Mclntire 
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MGIIUMEIl FOLK SCHOOL, COME OF 
\U IK TIME OF WORLD CRISIS, 
WILL HELP WITH IICIEASIIG EFFECT 

^31 



These Friends Join with the School in Calling Your Attention to a Program for 
Democracy Which is Hastening the Winning of the War and Making Greater 

the Likelihood of a Just and Lasting Peace 



r 



Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 

Mrs. Hugo Black 

Mrs. Mary T. Norton 

Chairman, Committee on Labor, 
House of Representatives 

Miss Hilda Smith 

Consultant on Labor Education, 
Federal Works Agency 

Elbert D. Thomas 

Chairman, Committee on Education and Labor, 
LI. S. Senate 

Clifford Durr 

Federal Communications Commission 

Virginia Durr 

National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax 

Roger Baldwin 

American Civil Liberties Union 

James B. Carey 

Secretary, C. I. O. 

Mrs. Ethel Clyde, Huntington, New York 

William F. Cochran, Baltimore 

George Edwards 

Member City Council, Detroit 

Mrs. Edith Field, New York City 

Dr. George Guest 

Past President, Society for Pediatric Research 

Mary 



Mrs. Harry M. Gershon, Atlanta 

Frank P. Graham 

President, University of North Carolina 

A. D. Henderson 

President, Antioch College 

Dr. Lilian W. Johnson, Memphis 

Charles S. Johnson, Fisk University 

Margaret Lamont, New York City 

George Marshall 

National Federation for Constitutional Liberties 

Mrs. George Marshall 

Wilma McFarland 

Editor, CHILD LIFE 

Carey Mc Williams 

Chief, Division of Immigration and Housing, 
California 

Lucy Sprague Mitchell . 

Bank Sueet School 

Reinhold/Neibuhr 

Union Theological Seminary 

JamexG. Patton 

rodent, National Farmers Union 

Michael /Straight, Washington 

Alva W. Taylor, Nashville 

Mrs. Helen W. Wilson, Bethesda, MJ. 
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J I y4 j t-iekJ programs in New Orleans, Memphis, Clinton, Tennessee. • Staff teachers are discus- 

8 sion leaders in United Auto Workers' first southern educational conference. • Traveling library 

circulates a thousand books in Grundy County. 

1 942 Trnrd and fourth Junior Union Camps for children of rural and industrial workers. • Pub- 
lication of "UNDERSTANDING UNIONISM" an analysis of year long field program in New 
Orleans. • Founding of research department to service organizers, unions, Highlander alumni. 
• Completion of 18th regular residence term hi union students. 



v 



lillillLIUITS OF TEX TE.1I1S IN THE JEIV INDUSTRIAL SOCTH fe 

1932 '^hool opens its doors in November on 40-acre mountain farm. • Classes are held for j£h 
people oi Summerfield community. • Beginning of ten-year program in home area. v.\." 

1933 First series of annual residence terms for union leaders. • Field program begins with 
afsistance to striking coal miners at Wilder, Tennessee. 

v *v./\$34 Library begin? sending packages of books to union halls. • Field program in Knoxville. 
&. / i Founding meeting of FELLOWSHIP OF SOUTHERN CHURCHMEN held at school. 

1935 $ ta ff anc ^ students tour southern cities with program of labor plays, puppets, songs. • 
— ALL-SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR CIVIL AND TRADE UNION RIGHTS held at 

school: first conference of the kind in the south. • Cooperative farm garden and cannery begun in 
Cw:i.:....::ity. • Study groups in Chattanooga for hosiery and textile workers. 

1936 TV A outlines reforestation plan for school. • School broadcasts to England, via BBC, 
program of ballads, workers' songs, stories, dances. 

1937 Making of "PEOPLE OF THE CUMBERLANDS," film on the work of the school. 

• Staff menibcis loaned for textile and shirt 'workers organising drive. 

1938 ** )rsi annual work camp for college students, conducted jointly with Friends Service Corn- 
micree: community improvement work combined with study of the south. • School organizes 
Grundy County Political Conference, which succeeds in electing labor candidates. • School assists 
in setting up the SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR HUMAN WELFARE. 

1939 F' r5t °^ yearly workshops for student writers, to focus creative talent on southern problems. 

* Mu&ic director edits "LABOR SONGS" for Textile Workers and leads mass singing at union's 
national convention. • Anti-poll tax case started in name of Henry Pirtlc of Grundy County. 

1 940 Mr-- Roosevelt meets with staff and students at Chattanooga and gives annual scholarship at 
1 school for worker student. • Summer work camp builds pottery kiln for Summerfield Cooperative. 

* • Workers' education conference held for Business and Professional, and Industrial Y. W. C. A. 

* Secretaries. 
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© AN UP AND COMING DEMOCRACY is not possible with only supine, uncritical carrying out 
of orders -from above; a democracy demands full awareness from all people concerned and full exer- 
cise, by all, of the rights of citizenship. Willingness for sacrifice will be common only if there is 
common confidence that the benefits of the future will not be restricted. Realistic education of 
group leaders will produce intelligent, responsible group action. Therein is assured democracy's 
preservation and growth. 

© For ten years HIGH LANDER FOLK SCHOOL at Monteagle, Tennessee, has been carrying on a 
training program for leaders that has tangibly extended economic and political democracy in the 
south. Today that program is increasing the yield of the soutrTs production lines, clarifying the war 
reasons and objectives, making more certain the creation of a better future for the common man. 



# FROM THE VERY BEGINNING the school teaching was limited to the immediate need* and 
interests of the students. 

<. > discussion class in child psychology grew out of problems facing community parents. 

A class in cultural geography came from informal'inspection of some European snapshots: the 
Tennessee mountain folk, many of them rare travelers even to so near a city as Chattanooga, found 
their own customs and conditions full of meaning when contrasted with those of foreign peoples. 

P*' :-.;ssion of the Presidential election paved the way for a class in political analysis, with study 
of the pf.ill tax as it affected class members, the south, the nation. 

Teachers and students traveled to observe first hand a bitter strike m the coal fields. 

The handcrafts native to the region were revived and stimulated: cha*r making, whittling, pot- 
;itv, 4 uilt making. A cooperative farm garden was started. Unions were formed among the timber 
cuitc- and mad workers. The workers studied the principles and techniques of unionism, learned 
oi their opportunities and rights restored by the New Deal. Education for use, for action. 

© THE SCHOOL HAD A HARD BEGINNING. Gradually, through the efforts of Reinhold Nei- 

huhr. Aha Taylor, Sherwood Eddy,. Frank Graham, people began to hear of it. Financial sapper* 
increased until contributions were 
ji.-ming from all over the country. 
Some were large; most small — a 
,_k !\ -. five, ten, twenty. The school 
..,.;.,. : hen, and has continued to be, 
i.a ,n Live expression of its contrib- 
utors' creative ideals. 

"One of the most important so- 
cial- educational projects in America," 
wn fte John Dewey. 

Walter Rautenstrauch, noted in- 
uu.:-irjaj engineer: "J have found two 
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factors working for advancement in 
the Tennessee Valley area . . . 
through the TV A this section's phys' 
ical capital is being developed; the 
Highlander Folk School is building up 
the social capital. The educational 
movements of the Government and of 
the Highlander Folk School are laying 
the foundation for a higher type of 
civilization and a greater culture than 
this nation has ever seen." 



Q THE SuHuOL S WORK in its home community gave it a lasting relationship with the people. 
The rapid expansion of the southern labor movement took staff members into the field as teachers 
;ind organizers. Students continued to come for training periods of two, four, six weeks. But now, 
between these sessions, the school sent its teachers, books, and charts to Knoxville, Louisville, Mem' 
phis, Alcoa, New Orleans. 

These field programs meant a tremendous increase in students. Last year, for example, 475 
y-.'-i i T ig men and women were enrolled in Highlander classes. Ninety 'three per cent were active union 
,. .-..:,.,,.-. presidents, stewards, committeemen, secretaries, business agents, organizers. Today High' 
lender alumni are to be found everywhere in the south's industrial war effort — -key fighters not only 
. . \_ i.-..ii;^ L,r production now, but in the long term movement toward a more perfect industrial 
Jcmocrary. 

*• MIGHLAKDER FOLK SCHOOL and >« NATIONAL SPONSORING COMMITTEE fed that 

:'" "ve achievement of age is not important. There is constantly increasing demand for the sen" 

.a= \v;-,ich the school is uniquely equipped to render.' Ten years of experiment have proved the 

•-• '" ; c nf l! .. •"ethods, the certainty of results. Ten years of activity have brought wide endorse 

;. '-r:. ,in. J yi import in iH brarch"? of labor. Highlander faces today and tomorrow hopefully, confident 

•-ncram is more thar/t .-«.i' ■.■■ ontial. At present it cannot meet the growing demands of the 

.... T.u.. more funds. Will you help the school with your moral and financial support? 



.«.''.;.; join the liheraltninded citizetu above in supporting one of Americas most important 

[cash donation) 



'"'■''"» f for democratic education. Please accept my 
\^ I'ietise send me further information about the school Q 

i ' 'v*r«: Address-. .. 



\pledge 



■ uwt »uo 



) of $ 



i Cttv and State «"!?/ ^ "*«« * ; jJL -rt*«VW 



Mail to c ?ilphja^otton. Treasurer, Highlander FoLK-ScpooiJ \ Jfl\i 
*' * llUt '-> 'McW+BAgle, Tennessee |ft 4 \U* * 
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Ds*r Sir I 



i* ^ ftaiij ref*r to my lotter of OetoW 38. 

1943, and odrite or return a*U «he« action you fa*»« 
t*k«n In coapllans* vith «jr rogues to oont&it** there- 
in, 

Touro truly, 



r 
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John B£c<*r Hooter 
35 lr «o tor 
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OATE WHEN MADE 

12-3-42 
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CHARACTER Or CASE 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
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Investigation at Nashville, Tennessee, fails to 
reflect any indication of Ccarnunistj^_acjtiyit ies or 
sympathies j o n the part Of J J or 

~ — ■ - AmericanLe£ion file on subject 

organizationi^reported to have-been lost. Very 
little activity reported at the Tenth Anniversary. ■ 
celebration of Highlander Folk School, held at Mon teazle, 
Tennessee, on October 25, 1942. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

rT] , HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

}':eport of Special A cent 

October 22, 19-42, at Memphis, Tennessee 

Letter from the Kno;:ville Field Division to Ifemplis 
Field Division, dated November 26, 1942 




rUKMAIIUINUUmttlNLU 

V IS UNCLASSIFIED ^ 



iUVViILS: 



AT NASHVILLE, TRESES 



4lP 




l.liose identity has been 



^:'*ev?.o"j.clv na^.e hnann_uO on 



-k-,^ ^^^...^^ have long been associated v,*ith the above institu-y ■' 
tions and to his knowledge have never been connected 171th any Communist, movements 
t.~d neither have iden^^^d thesis c-1 ve s t.1 th__any_ C oiimani s t o r rani zati ons«' ; It^- 



vas the opinion of 



that both 



md 



Africans and, free from any Communist activities or sympathies. 



.vere loyal, —• 
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J_ - Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 

indicated, explain this deletion. 



L3 Deleted under exemption(s) '^w £._w- 



material available for release to vou. 
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, was/were forwarde'd to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agoncy(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



he advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



j ] .For your information: 
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^ dvised 

that the file regarding Highlander Folk School compiled by the committee 

ox the Amcri canJLg^i on for the State of Tennessee, had been tinned over 
to ■ lof the American Legion. 




___ American Legion f or the State 

of Tennessee, vas contacted regarding the aforementioned file, and^^^^^ 
advised that this file had been misplaced, and al -though he had madeseveraJ 
attempts to locate it, he had met with negative results; however, he indi- 
cated that the file v;as outmoded and contained very little information sub- 
sequent to 1939. 



011 Oct ober 26, 1942, M gfas contacted 

by Spscia^^nt (A)fHHHIH and at that time > a !ist was fu misted. 
to A rent J pof those persons who had attended the Tenth Anniversary 

Celebration of the Highlander Folk School, held at IJbnt eagle, Tennessee, on 
Sunday, Cc^ger 25, 1942. T!ds list is being retained in the files of this 
office. ^^^re^orted that there was very little activity of interest during 
the celebration, and that no speeches or addresses were made, except one 
by Dr. ALVA VfrVaYLO?. of Nashville, Tennessee, this address beinc very little 
more than a sermon. 

|H|fvirther informed that he had learned that the Extension 
School, soonsored by the Highlander Folk School, is presently in Atlanta, 
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Georgia, and expected to remain there for a period of five or six months. ' 

Reference letter of W. A. HUHPHX, Special Agent in Charge, 
Enorrville, Tennessee Field Division, dated November 26, 1942, advises 
that after reviewing the file of instant organization, the Bureau has 
stated that further active investigation of this school is not warranted, 
and that outstanding leads should be covered immediately, in order that 
this matter may be brought to a logical conclusion* 

In view of the abov.-? facts, no further investigation is 
contemplated, in this case, and it is being referred upon completion to the 
office of origin; however, the Bureau will be kept currently advised of 
any change in the control or policy of this school which might indicate 
its connection with subversive activities. 



rJSFEr^JSD UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFflGE OF 0?.IGIN 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



.bear Sir: 



Reference is made to the Bureau letters 
of October 23 > 1S^ and of December 7, 19i£, 61-7511. 

This is to advise that in accordance with 
Bureau instructions, the file of this case was reviewed, at -which 
time it was ascertained that there were outstanding leads for the 
Baltimore, Boston, Chicago and New Orleans Field Divisions. On 
Kovsmber 26, ISi+H a letter was directed to these offices requesting 
that this case receive immediate attention in order' that it might 
be brou3ht to a logical conclusion. Arrangements have also been made 
-.Thereby current literature of the Highlander Folk School will be 
received by the Knoxville Held division. 

It is anticipated that upon receipt of 
reports covering the outstanding leads in this case, the file will 
be carried in a closed status, and information furnished to the 
Bureau regarding current activities from time to time. 

'±h3T3 is being enclosed herewith a mimeo- 
graphed sheet entitled "."a search Department, Highlander Folk School," 
which is self— explanatory. 

' c Yours truly, 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE-cfo/fe/. Btm 

Sir Mat **" 




L-12 

Enclo 





'.V. A. KUHPHI 

special Agent in Charts 
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" HIGHLANDER POLK SCHOOL 



71186 



M'r.2!S§ 



?£< 









v -li 






To meet the responsibilities placed upon It by the war i 

Highlander Folk School recently set up a Research department : 
for its alumni, organi zeT3 and union member « in the South* 
The purpose of this Research Department is to put out material 
with interpretative information on labor legislation end 
government agencies in pamphlet and outline form? to serve as 
a nevrs exchange eenter between different locals? and to contact 
union officials and union members: individually about some of 
their own problems as affected by the war. • 

We have just published a short pamphlet on labor-management 
committees. Its real value is demonstrated by the enthusiastic 
response we are receiving from both government officials and 
union members. Mr. Reginald Raymond, War Production Botrd, . 
■wrote us, "Your pamphlet on production committees is deeply 
appreciated. It is frank and cogent.* 

■ A district. director of the United Stocl Worker*, ordering # 
-a number of copies, wrote, "(Your booklet) contains excellent 
material &nd I believe it will be of great value to us.* 

- Upon general request, we are now sending out simplified . 
charts end outlines on government agencies of importance to labor, 
on which unions are or can be represented-— outlining the stops 
that should be' taken to obtain labor representation. To these 
activities we plan to add the mailing of up-to-the-minute 
newsletters to those who request our services, as well as to 
our extension workers and educators in the field. 

, The Research Department is Highlander's latest development. 
Its successful beginning encourages us to build up a research - 
service can ©all at any time. __ 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

■■<'*- HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED A 
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iHeo*ral Surwu of JnueBi.yaiton 

United §tat£8 Department of Inottre 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
January 29, 19^3 



Director, FBI 
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HIGHLANDER FOLIC SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
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Dear Sirs 

In compliance with the Bureau's desires as 
expressed by letter of December 7, 191*2, 61-7511 » the 
auxiliary offices receiving copies of -this letter are re- 
quested to complete pending investigation and submit F.UC 
reports in the immediate future in order that this case 
may be brought to a logical conclusion* 

Very truly yours, ■ 




W. A. MURPHY, SA 



■a:.:: AT 

61-12 

CC - Louisville 
Baltimore 
Boston 
Chicaco 

Dew Orleans 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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3tefci»ral Bu«au nf luur stigatiDtt 
Hntteii states Bpparf ment of Ittsttc* 

633 Federal Building 
Louisville, Kentucky- 
February 12, 1943 



Director, F.B.I. 



Dear Sir: 



■J 
RE: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
IxnTTERMAL SECURITY - C 



V 



In connection with an investigation of the above cap- 
tions d institution, Knoxville, origin, it was ascertained as a 
r3su.1t of interviews with two individuals who attended the High- 
lander Folk School, summer session in September, 1942, that re- 
marks had been made by some of the instructors at this school to 
t.ie effect t hat i'.vs, Franklin D. Roose velt was a contributor to 
the school. 

advised it was stated in class "that Lirs. Roosevelt contributed 
to the school. and would be in attendance on the last day of session 
Jpril 13, 1942, 




icvised writer on 

V ko, 1943 in an interview to ascertain information concern- 
ing subject organization that Mrs. Roosevelt offers a $100 scholar- 
ship for subject organization each year. 



,.'... !': r 0H','AT!0N CONTAINED 
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Very truly yours, 



L.ALiii i^ UIJlL 
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HERBERT K. L'OSS 
Special Agent in Charge 
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\ FEDERAL BUREaU OF INVESTIGATION 



ORIGIN: KWOXVILLE, TKi™ -JESSE 



LVLE. FILE 61-42 



Louisville, Ky. 2-13-43 10-14-42-1-22, 

>/ ,23, 25, 26, 27-43 
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HIGHUisDER FOLK SCHOOL 



imterm&l SECURITY" - C 



SYNOPSIS : 



AGENCY OSfDFSt OFF 4 

rfg: PFcb. \^IX — 



BY 
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Group of Louisville labor union members attended session 
of Highlander Folk School September, 1942 at Moateagle, 
Tennessee. MILES KORTOW recruited these students on his 
visit to Louisville in summer of 1942. Interviews with 
these union members reflected the general opinion that 
the subject organization ic dominated by CIO influence i» 
and teaches radicalism similar if not identical v>ith jl 
Co;Xiunism. Uames of teachers and labor oreaniz2rs Y)ho 
vis ited, subiect school are set forth. -fotebook^ddress es 

of M 

•j^^^^^^^^or^HSrin^oT^tion of interested field 
SRScsV Resic'ents of liontea^le, Tennessee distrust 
subject organisation. Local CIO Financial Secretary at 
Lo j it vi 11 e fa v or a bly impr -3 & s e d by s ub je c t or g a ni zc t i on . 



- RUC - 

Report ci Special ..^ent C-. 
19 A 2 at Xnoxville, Tennessee" 



lic^ 



dated October 22, , -^7C_ 



HP 



</' 






Ijo: 



In referenced report the names of several local union mem- 
bers were set forth indicating that they had attended the 
■ W«S^ ^EF7S<*."»n E,JUrL ' r -<= r session of the Highlander Folk School p.t 1 lent eagle, 
, * VWK "'^D Tennessee from September 1 to September 13, 1942. 
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2 - Knoxvilie 

2 - :Jew York 

I - Cleveland(Info) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

CONFIDENTIAL 



Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORlGtNATED AT KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 



no. 10U-1878 



REPORT MADE AT 



Baltimore, Maryland 



DATE WHEN MADS 

2-23-U3 



PERIOD FOB 
WHICH MADE 



2-10,16-^3 



HIGHLANDER FOIX SCHOOL 






K-: 



REPORT MADE »Y 



77<^ 



CHARACTER OF CA«E 



IKTERNaL SECURUT - C 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 








•'ton 



Irryastii 

"not presently engaged 

7 activities in the Baltimore 

Field Division. No criminal record. 

ALT* IffTTSJU-uoH C r ^ T P.Tp^Q 

^ HOC - TO gr gBgas sbqwi 



EISFEKENCEj Report of Special agent 
Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Report of Special Agent 
Baltimore, Maryland. 




dated December 30, I9hl, at 
dated Uarch 21, 19U2, at 



DETAILS i 




A check of the indices of this office, of the Baltimore City 

Directory, the telephone directory, and a review of the knoiam members of the 

Co;jifuunist Party, were negative in result. 
! 

[ A review of the records of the Baltimore Police Department reflected 

| no information* 

i . , '■'■■■■■ * 

; />i:.5 aiia'TROYEQ. rejeHRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 




A'-f ROVED AND 



($*- Bureau 
Y - Knoxville -*C j 
2 ~ Baltimore 

frQ ty.RK^ W* CONFJi^TflAL 

4 4* *~ . , - — — - / S"- — — =*■ 



DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 



UEJSM-J^^ 






REOOKDEF 




ftnmxHMtt rx mn mi turn 7 — Jtoi 



. ... si'>i '■:■.•..:■;.. .^J.-JT 
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i* al 2?ur*ati of Jfrtueattgai m 
•United States Bepartment of Uustitp 



Knoxville, Tennessee 
March 15, 19U3 



;^TV- .iT^M 


k - ^ 




^pi 








Director, FBI 


Re: ^HIGHLANDER POLK SCHOOL 






INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


;:; : ^'" : ;:;V^ 


Dear Sir: 





*^V& 






Reference is made to Knoxville letter to the 
Bureau dated January 2°, 19i*3,, indicating that a closing report in 
the above-captioned matter would be submitted as soon as VH out- 
standing leads are covered. 

This is to advise that the offices receiving 
copies of this letter still have undeveloped leads in this case 
outstanding. As soon as these leads are covered, a closing report 
will be submitted* 



A - 



lie 



f^Blkh 
'61-12 



cc - Boston 

Chicago 
New Orleans 



Very truly yours, 



Yf. A. MURPHY, SAC 





ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE,«w_BYxS£fi2z; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Forin No. 1 ^ __-_--■ 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT KNOXVUXE, TE1KBSSSB 



PILE NO. 



100-1288 



i / 



REPORT MADS AT 

FE17 ORLEANS, IA. 




DATE WHEN MADS 

5-6-43 



3-2,22,23,24-4 5 



Tnri* 



& 



iHGELANDSR .IS^L§SS22 L 



CHARACTER OF CASE 

INTERNAL SECURITY" - C 



j synopsis of facts: Names checked against Now Orleans Field 

indices wi;fch negative results, except 
for : 




^7C/ 



___^^ who is not 

be engaged in Communist or 
subversive activities, Highlander Folk 
School extension courses last conducted, HirAmi atiaii aamtr iMrrJ 
in New Orleans in the Fall of 1942. AH INFORMATION CONTAINS 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



_-J^r.^i.UJ 



'.::ils: 



- hoc - 



Report of Special Agent 
1941 at Knoxville, Tennessee, 
Report of Special Agent 
13, 1943 at Louisville, 
Report of Speci al Agent 
■ fcdated Harc^ 

AT KS.T ORLEANS. LOUISIANA ; 




DATE.c^9 /<sV B Y JSmjM 

lated December 30, ' * 

dated February 

entitled 
Tew Orleans, Louisiana/,- 



The following names were checked against the indices of th e 
:;c t j Orleans Fiold Division with negative results: 




I- ON WARDED; 



COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

5 - Bureau 

S - XnontfOle 

1 - Atlanta (Inf) 
*)2 r '.New Orlet 
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Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 



fii_e NO. 61—12 






RffORT MADE AT 



KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 



DATE WHEN MADE 

7-Mtf 



TITLE 



D 



HIGHLANDER POLK SCHOOL 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



period pok 
which made 

7-3-U3 



REPORT MADE EY 



WILLIAM A, MURPHY (SAC) 



CHARACTER Of CAS* 



INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



As leads outstanding in Charlotte and 
Chicago Field Divisions relate more to 
individual activities on the part of per- 
sons previously listed as lecturers and 
on mailing list of Highlander Folk School, 
and do not relate to the activities of the 
school itself, investigation being closed, 
since there is no proof of Communist con- 
trol or domination in the conduct of the 
school, although there are many indications 
of liberal if not radical interests in it. 



AT 



> j 



■"^vr.v =. 



- C - 

Bureau letter dated 10-2^-^2, Bureau file 
61-7511. 



PiTAJlS: A review of the outstanding leads in this case 

reflects that they relate mora to determining 
the present activities of persons who at one 
ti.*ns or another may have been either lecturers or recipients of corres- 
pondence from the Highlander Folk School, rather than to any activity on 
the part cf the school itself. It is considered that further investigation 
of bhsss leads is not warranted at this time. 

The Charlotte and Chicago Field Divisions 

sL^sr RUC tw mes ^MMBmMBr^ ° £ 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



APPROVED AND v x .. T 
FORWARDED: V ~*-* ** ""* 



S^BCIAU Aoaxr 

IN CHAJMK 



X i 




■ , l.n:'l L -r\/Z 



COPIES Or THJE REPORT 

^3'- Bureau 

2 - Charlotte 

2 - Chicago 
• k - Xncxville . 



PATE^iffi/.BY cWi? 



DO NOT WRITE IN THESE : 




T^TT^r 
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■ » 
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l^Mm 
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The Bureau by letter o^Qctober^^ 
in reviewing the summary report of Special Agent V ■ Khoxville, 

Tennessee, dated September 12, 19L&, advised that tne^concEaed that 
the investigation failed to reflect Communist control or domination 
in the conduct of the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee, 
although there are many indications of liberal if not radical interests 
in it. 

The Knoxville Field Division will maintain 
contact with informants in the vicinity of Monteagle in order to be 
kept advised of any change in the control or policy of the school, as well 
as its activities, officers and sponsors. 

At a meeting of %he Executive Council of the 

Highlander Folk School held at Monteagle March 28/12*3, the council 
recognized that the present struggle to defeat the Axis required the school 
to intensify its activities "in behalf of democracy.* The meeting of the 
council was rather fully written up in the Highlander Fling, official 
publication of the school in the following editorial j _ 4 

"Members discussed the work done in the Summer- 
field Community by the school — work which continues to have widespread 
results even though many of our neighbors have left for the armed services 
and some have temporarily left the community to work in defense plants. 
The school functions as a rural settlement house here in this Cumberland 
community and as a training school for labor leaders in its extension 
activities. 



V . * 



Consideration was given to proposed recreation 
programs for Tennessee trade unions. Other subjects discussed included 
revival of the research and publications department when a suitable person 
can be found to replace Biltsglkuss, drafted; establishment of a nursery 
school demonstration project, and the setting up of a nation-wide Highlander 
Association to provide support for the school's activities. 

Eva whitlows ky reported that more than §70 of 
the necessary $200 had been realized for the Bill But trick Memorial Cabin 
through the sale of Bill\Buttrick f s picture. "When sufficient money is 
raised, a cabin for boys will be built in memory of this young HFS teacher, 
who was one of the pioneers in Southern labor education* 

«^V Kiss Zhitlowsky also reported that Iuaria„_. 

^•Stenzel had made a trip to Knoxville when CIO unionists held the dedication 



- 2 - 



I 

V 






.« 



for the remaining two of Earia f s murals. These murals, commemorating 
the rise of the labor movement, now hang in regional CIO headquarters 
at Knoxville. '■•'■"-.', ■'•.'. 

Carolyn tinkle stein reported that the great 
nead of HFS is direct and substantial union support to implement the work 
of the office force in raising funds to carry on the school program, 
nt its highest efficiency, the office force can only raise money to equal 
one large grant, A committee was appointed to consider this matter. 



\ 



v _>- ^"^ Council 

\ Christopher, JamesADombrowski, Kyi 

>£awrence. 



il3ACT£ 



ers were BillA Crawford, Paul R. 
or ton, Zilphia^ortQn, Alton . 
Kar^^awrance, Eva Zhitlowsky, and CarolynNsJnkel stein.* 



•••-.-.>•« 



This matter is being closed. on the authority 
of the Special Agent in Charge. 
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ASS1ST0HT ATTMBTf 6CTEJUU. 




February Ui. 19ii7 



Dear Ed: 

I am enclosing herewith all the 
material I have received in connection with 
Highlander Folk School at Honteagle, Tenn. 
I mentioned this matter to you in the 
dining room the other day and you were good 
enough to offer to look into it for me* 

I would be grateful for any informa- 
tion you could give me. T.ill you kindly 
return the enclosed material at your con- 
venience. 







^Hrtwer 




D. L. B. 
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Assistant Attorney Oeneral David 1. B**«lflti 
Director, FBI 

THV HIGHLAKr'-K FOLK SCHOOL ' - '„ ,^ 

klDCORDE* ^ /- // >V/ - / 3> 2^ 

Reference ia «ade to year request of *r. Edward A* Taaai under 
date of Februcry It, 1 L7> at which tlae you requested any inforaation 
eve liable concerning the Highlander ?olk School at tfonteagle, Tenheeeae. 
The literature vhich you forwarded with your request *as reviewed and 
pVotoeUtlc copies made for the completion of our file*. 

For your confl 




For your further confidential information, I ass enclosing 

herewith a EeEorar-dus which suauwriaea information contained in our 
files concerning the Highlander Folk School as of Sept*ab«*r, 19h2- 
There has been ro subsequent inforantion received sinco 19-2 which 
would c^.an^e materially the inforastion contained in that saaoranduau 

I em returning herewith the literature which was forwarded 
to ycu by tha Washington Coanittee for the Highlander Folk School t£at 
set out considerable Inf oration concerning the background and a^livltleft: 
cf this school* 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEi^S1BY^J£Sj£#© 
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Origin 

The Highlander Folk School which is located on the highway between 
Vonteagle, Tennessee, and Tracy City, Tennessee, m founded on a plot of land 
donated bjr Lillian Johnson, Ph.D. In 1932. Dr. Johnson case to Ifonteagle in the 
early l°20*a at which tiaa aha showed a great deal of lntereat In the eoffismnitjr 



*%? ft^wvnm T-f4 ol ri f.nn.lia> »k4 



v**»j H«a« w>m yvM ^ . i i , »k^< — 



[I 



achool aye ten and the public health of the coassunltjr. She was very amch interested 
in and attempted to help the underprivileged clasa of people who reside in Grundy 
County* To this end aha donated the tract of land which Is now used by the 
| Highlander Folk School. The two people she chose to establish this school were 
I Kyles Horton and Don Teat. Borton had been tho State Chairaan of the Socialist 
C oaiflii t tee in Tennessee for the campaign of 19}Z $ while Don Vest was reported to 
openly atate that he was a tosaaunist. 
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v* ■ Vt. To Iron 
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incorporation under the Coda of Tennessee Of 1232. This charter states that the 
particular purpose for which this charter is sought Is the support of the High- 
lander Folk School adult education, the training of rural end industrial leaders, 
end general acadeaic education. The incorporators were l&les Korton, Elisabeth 
Hawee, Jascs Doabrcwski, Rupert Hampton, and Ualcolm Chisholsu 

Early Sponsor* 

The school at ito Inception was Supported by ©Swbaro Ox the Sod alls v 
party of national prominence, including Nonsan Thooas. 

Alias and Purposes of the School 

In a pamphlet published by the Highlander Folk School it is stated 
that the school *as founded *to provide an educational center in the South for 
the training ot rural and industrial leaders and for the conservation and 
I encouragement of the indigenous cultural values of the siountaina." Activities 
i of the achool have w&i primarily in the education of labor organiser*. This 
bwhwl has conducted six weeks courses known as the spring and fall teres. At 
these s«88ions workers who have been selected by their various unions are fcivan 
courses in History, economics , union publicity, parliamentary law, puhllo 
speaking, dra&atloa. and are taught how to organise a urdon. conduct union 
awetings^ present grievances, how to call and organise strikes and to effectively 
bargain with employer*. The Highlander Folk School aleo conducts an extension 
jrograa by sending various awtabers of its faculty to any anion who asks for 
■ ^Z'ihslr services to help then put on a drive for new aeabership or to ware 
Ji:"~iXrectiveiy bargain for wage increases and better working conditions. 

?jte§FDRMATION CONTAINED , 
mMSi IS UNCLASSIFIED , 4 / ' 7S//-/3^. 
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Attacks Made on the Highlander Folk School 

When the Highlander Folk School firet moved to Monteagle, Tennessee, ' 
Ifylee Horton, together with the others of the Highlander Folk School, waa 
introduced to members of the community by Dr. Lillian Johneoo who eaked that 
they help them in their endeavor* • The Highlander Folk School ataff include* 
individuals who are wall educated and aeem to have a einoere desire to help , 
the people of the South. In thie connection they, a trongly followed the 
Socialiet-Coaounist united front program of the early 1930' a* Vast of the 
literature pa seed out by the achool at that time waa of a Socialistic netura. 
In connection with their program, however » they soon developed a theory of 
using militant labor strikee in an effort to solidify. the workers in a common 
cause and to imprese upon them the necessity of organising In order to gain 
the power of number* . In this connection the school issued pamphlete entitled 
- *"hy We Heed the Onion. ■ These panphlete state that there ie always a conflict 
between labor and capital and that what !• good for tha management and capital 
must of necessity be bad for labor. 

The Highlander Folk SchooJL was also instrumental In organising tha 
Workers Alliance in Orundy County which waa later declared' by ite president 
&r,d secretary, David Lesser and Herbert Benjamin, to be controlled by the Communiet 
:^a Ly. In connection with the Workera Alliance, Sylea Horton, James Dombrowskl, 
find the Highlander Folk School faculty encouraged the eitdown strike at Konteagle, 
';■;.:: .essee, in February, 193°. Thla strike was one of the factors which brought 
the proving resentmeat of tha community to a head and it brought into prominence 
_n organization known as the Orundy County Crusaders who bitterly opposed the 
school and made 9very effort to drive it from the community. 

In the early fall of 1939 John Mcpougal Burns, a reporter for the 
Nashville Tenneasean, newspaper, visited the Highlander Folk School for 
approximately cne week at which time he also talked with residents in tha 
co.'iaunity ii an effort to determine whether the school was Communistic or * 
* CcsLiiuniet controlled. Burns reported in newspaper articles thatt tha 
Highlander Folk School is the center for spreading Communist doctrines in 
thirteen outstanding state's] that connected with ite leadership are persons 
who have been charged with being Communists j its faculty spreads Communism 
.-.1=. sor.de its alumni to labor organisations where they Ksintain contact with 
jthe'r alma filter and spread its teachings over a wide areai holds conferences 
|nt the school letween regular sessions where it teaches Communist theories to 
o filer leaders and others j it is a source of playa for use by "progressive" 
'labor groups, which playa include Communist propaganda* 
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On Kovember 13, 1910, ft aarch on the Highlander Folk School was averted 
by holding * meeting of the represan tat Ives of the Grundy Count/ Crusader* and 
members of the faculty in a eesaion held at Seranee University. At thi* tine 
the Grundy County Cmsadera hurled ac creations at the Highlander Folk School, 
stating that it waa a "hotbed of Coaaunlsa. * James Doabrowski of the Highlander 
Folk School faculty anawered for the school and esplalned that the school was 
puraly a labor achool and stated that in the event that the crusaders could prove 
the achool was Communis tio, it would iaoediately aove from the county. Tbe ' 
Grundy County Crueaders were unable to produce sufficient evidence which would 
indicate that the school waa oon trolled by the Coananlst Party. 

Charter Members 

As indicated previously, the Highlander Folk School at its inception 
r i waa founded by Mylea Horton who was known to be a Socialist at that time and by 
Don tfeat who had openly stated that he waa a Coamuniet. Don East was described 
/ 1 in an article which appeared in the Daily Worker as a young mountaineer poet 
j who became revolutionary and studied tferx and Lenin for the purpose of 
organizing Negroes and white farmers in Georgia. 



v/I V. 



Vale oin Chishola, a charter menfcer of this school, was kiiled fighting 
the Spanish toyaliEts during the Spanish Civil *ar. 



Jfjnes Donbrowskl was a charter member of the Highlander Folk School 
Lni a faculty member of the achool until the spring of 19^2 when he resigned 
Ms position to becos^ secretary for the Southern Conference for Human Welfare. 
It h'.e been reported that Tjocibrowski has expressed himself as being in sympathy 
y.l.V: the Russian form of government, that he thought that revolution was 
inevitable* er.-d that the capitalistic system should be overthrown. Es is also 
i, ported to have been a member of the Comnunist Party in Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
lxA to have attended msny meetings in that city in the years 15" 38 to 1°W). 
Doabrowski ie reported to be imbued with a philosophy of saving mankind and 
has been particularly in tare 6 led in helping southern labor find attempting to 
improve labor conditions in the South. 

Indications of Comauniat Influence 
in the P rogram of the School 

A study of the program of the Highlander Folk School indicates that 
,.o .-w.^ol followed the Communist Party line to a certain decree. The school 
was organized at a tiiue when tlie Comunists aid Socialists h*;d a program for . 
ur. i tod front organizations for persona who were dissatisfied with the country's 
political end economic conditions. Kail-known Communists such as Robert Hall of 
iMraiiifiham, Alabama, and Ted fcellaan of Chattanooga, Tennessee, frequently visited 
[this achool. fne Workers Alliance waa formed in Honteagle by the Hi^lander folk 
School and the militant etrike policy advocated by the Communis ta for the purpose 
of organising labor was adopted by the school. It waa during this period that Jaaes 
.*■■•■".: :-:hI and Kolas Horton were reported to have been seen with Toung Communist 
i,cc b u* ^^i in their possession and to have Bade statements which would indicate 
their sympathy for the Russian form of <ovemaent. 
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Literature received by and distributed by the Highlander T<AM School 
consists of labor paaphlets and aagaalnes, Socialistic literature and to sow 
extent Coanuniat literature. The Highlander Folk School is not believed to have. 
passed out pamphlets df the Coaauniat Fartor such as literature protesting the •. 
deportation of Bridge, freeing of Earl Browder, etc., but haa contented itsslf 
with providing publications such as "3oviet power," "Coasauniet Manifesto," and 
literature which presents the broad picture of tfosaunisa rathor than that 
representing the various turnings of the C onanist Party line. 

~ * " 

Endorsers of the Highlander Folk School ■ r 

Many individuals of high goreroaent, labor, and social standing have 
•uuorsad this school froa tias to time, including Mrs. Franklin D* Roosevelt, 
Mrs. Hugo I. Black, John U Lewis, Mrs. Harold L. Ickes, Sidney Billaan, and 

others. ■ * 

To rais« funds for this school, Kylee Morton and others have spent a 
great deal of tins in the north trying to enlist the aid ot prominent educators 
and political figures* This scboolhas also presented coosunity programs and 
benefits in 5fon tangle in an effort to gain the support of the local citisen* 
as well as to educate the persons in the surrounding communities. Although the 

j school has be on branded by many as Coassunist, there is no substantial evidence 
indicating that it is controlled by the Comcunist Party. Ko*ever, there are 

ln::a*reus indications that the school is liberal and radical and, tharefore, 
opposed by conservatives* 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



DATE:Marcli 18, 1^3 



Office Memorandum 



TO : Director, FKE 
\FROM : SAC, ICioxville 

SUBJECT: LOYALTY 07 GOVFniTMSIJT SEFLOYESS 



Reference is made to section A of SAC letter ^_ 
dated l'arch 2, I9I+8. There are no recognized "ConmuniEt Front'* 
organizations active within the territory of the Khoxville 
Division. The only three groups, suspected of Communist affilia- 
tion, which ham members in this district, are set out herewith. 
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The Southern Conference for Human Welfare, cited in the 
House Un-American Activities Committee pamphlet, has its head- 
quarters for this area at ^ashville , Tennessae . within the Memphis 
district, and therefore no attempt will be' made by this office to 
summarize its nature. There is no local group of Southern Conference 
for Human Velfare organized and active in the Khozville area, although 
there are a* few blown members residing in this district. 

$^ ~*"^The Southern ITe^ro Youth Congress has some members in ' 
Chattanooga but is not listed and has no organized ^roup or 
activity in this area. On the possibility that this group cay 
be affiliated with the Kr.tior.al Ilesro Congress and as this croup 
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■cad quarters for this area in Birixnghar, Alabama, it is 
that the Birmingham office will furnish a sketch if 
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:oup which n.-.^ht be considered as a 
:his area is the^IIi^h-lander roll: School 
;.:.! sketch of thit. school is'' 
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PHN FLEIENTIAL Loyalty of Government Employees 
^ v A IZnoxville - March 13, 1943 - 
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1. I Jot cited "uy the House Un-/>nerican Activities Committee 
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John Bdgar Hoover 
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lour letter of September 9, 194S, has been received and the ^ 

contents carefully noted. lour courtesy and interest in making this 
information available are indeed appreciated. *>■ 

I regret, however, that I am unable to comply with your 
request as this Bureau is precluded from furnishing information to 
other than authorized sources through a long-standing policy pro- 
mulgated by the Attorney General. I am sure that you will realize 
the necessity for such a procedure. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



DATE: November 8, 1948 
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SUBJECT: ilG/.LARDEH FOLK SCHOOL 
IM3HLIAL SECURITY - C 
(Bureau FilgJLGQ-3364-9-4) 



Peurlet 9-22-48 




Hlhg copy of letter received from him. It is noted that no 
copy of ■ p letter appears to have been furnished Knoxville, which 

office Tsoffice of origin in this matter. 

A copy off (letter is, therefore, being sent Knoxville 

for information. The files of this office are negative as to 



v 



i 

V 



|fc 
1-X-G47 

re: Y. y L ox*; i 1 1 e ( e nc 1 ) 






ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED : > 

dateAM- b Y^smh 

i ' ^51p 



** 



sS> 



.'V 1 



6/- /&;//-/* 






i.tC 



■& 



a 










>--*s* -^ 



4-750 (2-7-79) /' 

■ ! - xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 





Cs Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 

indicated, explain this deletion. 



Ce Deleted under exemption(s) lA /_(-. , ""C / l*S with no segregable 

material available for release to you. / 

LD information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

I I Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

■ """ I Document s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
Page(s) withheld for the following reasonfs): 



3 -For vour information: 




The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



he toiiowing numoer is w oe us 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) \ 

X NO DUPLICATION FEE \ 

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X 

xxxxxx XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX 






>--.".' "-s? 




a^T! 



lK*U 



X 



^::i 



.S—.Sife?^^ 



<<-> 



■c* 






.% 



& 

c 






** 



March 2h, l$U? 



SAC i Trasiiingtoo field 

Director, FBI 

HIGI2A13SH FOI* SCHOOL * "■' '- . 

XVTER1&X. SECURITY - ■ . .." - ." : V " ■ -.- : ■" '"- " ' 

Bureau file £61-7£U . ■■.- . ;- ...v v '.-.■.- 

Tne Bureau ia in receipt of a letter froa the Ipuiaville 
office dated Uarch 3, 19U9# setting forth information with ree*nl 
to the cublect organization. The LouiBville letter, a copy of^ 
which is attached hereto, advises that Its letter is in response 
to a request received frcm the^shinnton Field Office_dat~* 

Febr uary U» X9h9» to h ave MW. ,, ,, . i ,..,_. 

interviewed regarding the Highlander Fo] 




The Bureau ia not in possession of any inforsation 
regarding the subject or^niaatioa reflecting why this organisa- 
tion la of interest at thla tia*. Therefore, it is requested 
that ycu advise the Bureau as to reasons why t^t inquiry was 
EW ieoi tha^ouisviUe Office concerning the subject group. 

lent 
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DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 3-9-^9 

SAC, KNCKVXXIS 

HIGHUNDER FOIK SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

Beference ie made to Louisville letter to the 
Director dated March 3, 19**9. 

Considerable investigation has "been conducted "by 
the Enoxville Office in the case entitled "Highlander Folk 
School; Internal Security - C n (Bureau file number 6l-75H)« 
This investigation disclosed no proof of Communist control 
or domination in/the conduct of the school, although there 
were many indications of liberal , if not radical, interests 
in it. ^I££fJiORTCN, Director of the school, is reputedly 
a Socialist and runs the school primarily as a training school 
for labor leaders. The school is ostensibly supported "by the 
CIO* 

During the period in 19Al in which 

that he had conversation with an unknown individual at the 
lander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee, no Investigation 
conducted by this office at that time developed any Information 
that the Highlander Folk School was utilizing wire-tapping 
equipment, or that they were in any manner engaged in such 
activities. 

As the incident referred to in referenced letter 
took place a number of years ago and, as before stated, inves- 
tigation at that time does not substantiate information 
furnished by him now, the case is not being reopened at this 
time and no further action will be taken by this office unless 
advised to the contrary by the Bureau. 

Should I B call at the Enoxville Office, 

as is indicated by referenced letter, he will, of course, be 
received, and any further information which he cares to offer 
will be duly recorded. The indices of the Knoxville Office 
were checke d with ne gative results for any previous references 
to 
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PrFicE of Director 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 
DATE ffl y / y-/- BY ^g^ 

Mrs Secretary t o Judge Davia L. 
zc&txd' -phoned. ^^3a2-e2on "" 

Phone No. ' 






Mr. TWfton 
Mr. Lftdd. 
Mr. Cleg* 
Mr. Glavi 
Mr. Nic 

Mr. Roten 

Mr. Tracy 

r. Harbo 

Mr. Jonei 

Mr. Mohr 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease 

Mi«s Holmes. 
Mias Gj 
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REMARKS >. 

- The secretary stated that Jt£dge Bazelon has 

ie 

,ncssee 3 

.OV) 
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|ru^'P?v/^^3 if the Bureau can furnish him any information 
n^^S^/TTf concerning this School. After checking , the 

office. 



I secretary was referred to Ur. Laughlm, m IT. 
h * — 



'■VI.'-.'.! 






.J Fletcher ' 



: •*-£-*. 



;. ■:■.■-. ".^ 

"■ ■=■■«».'*■. 



JLTr. Laughlin advises that files are being 
checked" and appropriate action will be taken* 
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Office Memorandum 






UNITED STAlfiS GOVERNMENT 



tfOVE 




TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 
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. H. B. FL3TCHER / . ^CONFIDENTlAl^ DATE: February 10,*1950 



IK. L. L. IAUC-: 
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SHLST^ 
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
IKTZENAL SECURITY - C 






^120 



By reference from the Directo r's Office I took a 
telephone call at 12:50 P.M. today from ■■ who ^ 
said she is secretary to JudgeDavia^W^aSexono^uielJ^S. - 
Circuit Court of Appeals. ■ (fsaid that the Judge ^ 

lad received a letter from th^H^hiander Folk School in —-* 

Llonteagle, Tennessee, requesting a donation, and the Judge want^pl 
to kno'.v whether the Bureau had any information in its files 
Awarding this institution TJhich might be made available to him. 



I told, 
and call her back. 



that I vjould look into this matter 



The Bureau files shov/ that we have conducted an extensive 
investigation of the Highlander Folk School, On February 21, 1947, 
pursuant to a request made by Vr* Bazelon of Assistant to the 
?r. vector E. A. Tamm on February 14, 1947, we forwarded to Mr. Bazelon 
a : .Tnor an cium summarizing information contained in our files as of 
Sctomber, 1942, pointing out that no subsequent information had 
boon received since that time which would materially change the 
rata contained in that memorandum. 



*'&&*¥/*■■ 



: W$&$^&' 






Tol*co_ 
Ufld., 



MleholJ, 

IU»m__ 

time r 

Mrbo, 

MDttr 



•way 



The Highlander Folk School of Kont eagle, Tennessee, is 
:;i ntioned in several places in the Dies Committee Report (Volumes 1 
and 10 - 61-7582). However, the School has not been cited as being 
Communistic. 

REWPQrn . 177 A 

In a statement made by Mr. Walter S. Steele beforeW 

fecial Committee on Un-American Activities on December 29* 1934>£t.l 
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appears the following: "Of the other separate Communistic and 
radical 'theatrical 1 branches in the U.S. we shall mention: 
.... (e) Highlander yolk School Dramatics Club, its purposes , 
labor plays." ' - / » .• 

ACTION: 



It is recommended that I be permitted to call 
and tell her that the Bureau previously had submitted a memorandum 
regarding the Highlander Folk School to Er« Bazelon when he was 
7.1th the Department on February 21, 1947, and also to tell her for 
tiie Judge's information that while there are several references to 
this group in the Dies Committee R eports , it has not been cited 
by that body. If you a^ree ■■■■ Till be so advised. 
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 

MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE 



-** 1 



December 10, 1950 



'4m 

$Q§ Mr. Hugh H. Clegg 



5 



Assistant Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation > 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr, Clegg: 

I was pleased to read from the International Labor 
News Service that you feel that the "success of 
communism" can be measured by the weaknesses of 
democracy. I am lead to believe by your analysis 
of the situation that you would approve the enclosed 
statement of policy of the Highlander Folk School. 

In the South people are often criticized who believe 
as we do here at Highlander that discrimination is 
incompatible with democracy. In fact I was told 
recently by one of your agents that the contents of 
the enclosed news release v/ould be considered comra- 
unistic by a majority of Southern people. 

I sincerely trust that the position taken by you in 
the New York Herald Tribune forum is the official 
position of the F.B.I,, and not the position implied 
by the activities of your representatives who have 
; questioned our neighbors regarding visits of Negroes 

..-«., to the School. ^ 

snjf Would you clear this matter up for me? 
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Higilander Folk School for immediate release 

tion teagle, Tennessee 

Uonteagle, Tennessee . . . November 20, 1950 • • ,"0ur Christmas bells cculd 
be freedom bells if we dared include all minorities in our circle of brother- 
hood/ Uyles Horton told a conference of church leaders at the Highlander 
Folk School, 

"Freedom bells ringing in the cabins of Negro sharecroppers, ringing 
for eager minded students with opportunities limited by accident of birth, 
and freedom bells echoing in distant lands could fill the troubled world with 
♦ v, rights of peace on earth and good will toward man," he said, 

"Highlander's democratic program is based on the brotherhood of 
man. Democracy to us means that membership in the human family entitles all to 
^ the freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education 

and health; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of the 
community and to equal access to public services," the religious leaders were 

told. 

'We hold that democracy is inactive unless workers are given a full 
voice in industry through unions; or farmers are given a voice in the market 
plcoe throu^i cooperatives; or where freedom of thought and discussion is 
limited; and that deniocracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination 

and segregation. 

"The times call for an affirmative program, based on a positive goal," 
-■■** Horton. "An amy of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles and 
traditions of the American people must be created. By broadening the scope 
of democracy to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every 
relationship, the army of democracy would be so vast and so determined that 
nothing undemocratic could stand in its path." 
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HIGHLANTER FOIK SCHOCL 
STATEiJFNT OF PURFOIE, PROGRAU AND POLICY 

Vfe reaffirm our faith in democracy as a goal that will bring dignity and 
freedom to all; in democracy as an expanding concept encompassing huiasn 
relations from the smallest community organization to interne tional struc- 
ture; and peraeating all economic, social, and political activities. 

Democracy to us means that membership In the human family entitle s all to 
freedom of thought and re] igion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education 
and health; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of 
the community and to equal access to public services, 

Y/e hold that democracy is inactive unless workers fre given a full voice 
l | in industry through unions; or farmers are given * voice in the market 

pl*>ce through cooperatives; or where freedom of thought end discussion is 

£ limited; that democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination 

and segregation; that there must be diversity of approach but each step 
must be in conformity with the goal, which is dishonored by each undemo- 
cratic act. 

"' v-* 

*i:|s v:it - * democratic goal, we are in a position to fight anything that gets in 

'^ *::-■ -■.■o.y J v.' hether.it be totalitarian communism, or fascism or monopoly 

dominated capitalism. , 

, ^ The purpose of the Highlander Folk School is to assist in creating leader- 

-'.'_ for democracy. Our services are available to labor, farm community, 
."■-": religious and civic organizations working toward a democractic goal. 

/ "' -p - ture of a specific educational program will be determined by the needs 

( ^ *v.f -tudents. 



... e -A the services of the School by individual organizations vdll be in 
• -.--■- d:".?.e with th^ir own policies so long as these policies do not conflict 
v.dth the purposes of the School. A staff member will assist in planning 
and coordinating all prog rails.' 

... ::; :.l -:.'jer Folk School is a chartered institution, cooperatively owned 
hv the t^ching staff. It has ho affiliations. The policies and program 
-•f tV* School are wholly determined by an Executive Council composed of the 
t -+o*f pr.fj recognized Southern leaders. 

■■ig' '-lander Folk School is supported by contributions from individuals, organ- 
izations served by the School, foundations and tuition. 

Th° times call for an affirmative program, based on a positive goal. An 
u i- of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles and traditions of 
the American people must be ere e ted. By broadening the scope of democracy 
to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every relation- 
*«}^w the »rmy of democracy would be so vast and so determined thrt nothing 
v \r '-:.-; could stand in its path. 

'-.r-::- roved by the Exeoutive Council, April 3rd, 1950 
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Inasmuch as it was felt that It would be more desirable for this 
letter to be answered by Mr. Clegg over his own signature rather than to 
have an answer over the Director's signature, -^memorandum was routed to 
Mr, Clegg on the afternoon of December 22, 1950, in order that he miglat 
prepare the letter. Mr. Clegg returned the memorandum for preparation of 
a reply by the Security Division. It was received on the afternoon of 
December 26, 1950, (after the Christmas holidays) by the Security Division 
for this purpose. Immediately another reply to Horton was prepared dated 
the following day, December 27. 

On January 3, 1951, the letter was returned to the Security Division, 
requesting that another reply be prepared for lories Horton, this time delating 
a sentence that was in the previous letter. This was done immediately and 
the revised letter was approved and mailed on January 3, 1951* 
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Office Memorandum 



UNITED STAGES GOVERNMENT 



THE DIRECTOR 
D. M. lAdd 



date: January U/ 



HIGHlJtfrt)ER POLK SCHOOL ftl| lfcll _^. l^^- 

MYLE^HORTON, DIRECTOR ALL INFORMATION CONfAtWtDT 
INTSrHal SECURITY (C) H£RE|N ,5 UNCLASSIFIED " 








TO 
FROM s 

SUBJECT: 

PURPOSE 

To fiiplainj^ursuant to your request, , the del?5 "in 
answering the letter of M^lea Horton, director of the Highlander' 
Folk School... "" """ 

DETAILS 

Under date of December 10, 1950, Myles Horton, who is the 
subject of a closed security investigation} wrote a letter to 
Assistant Director Hugh H. Clegg (letter and enclosures attached), - 
asking Mr- Clegg to comment on a news release which set forth the 
aims and purposes of the Highlander Polk School. He further made 
reference to an alleged statement made by an Agent of the FBI con- 
cerning the news release. 

According to the various time stamps, the letter was 
received at the Bureau on December 1$, 1950 (Friday). It was 
received in Mr. Tolson's office at I4.: 06 PM, December 18 (Monday). 
Mr. Clegg ! s office received it at 5:10 PM, December 19. It was 
received back in Mr. Tolson f s office at 5:56 PM, December 20. 
It was received in Mr. Ladd*s office at 6:15 PM, December 20 and 
was received by the Security Investigative Division (Mr. Belmont's 
office) on December 21, 1950, for handling. 

It was noted in Myles Horton 1 s letter that he accused an 
Agent of making an improper statement and in order to clear up this 
item, SAC Robey of Knoxville was telephonically contacted at 11:00 AM, 
December 21, 1950, and instructed to make inquiry among the Agents of 
his office to determine if any Agent had made the alleged statement* 
On the same day, while awaiting a reply from the Knoxville Office , 
a file review concerning the Highlander Folk School and Myles Horton 
was made. 

A teletype reply was received from the Knoxville Office 
at 5^21 PM, December 21, 1950, wherein the alleged statement referred 
to in Horton 1 s letter was emphatically denied. On the morning of 
December 22, 1950 (Friday), a memorandum was prepared, setting forth 
background data concerning tfce Highlander Folk Srtiool yand Myles 
Horton (attached), to which was attached s^^ropo/ed^r4ply--bo /$3 
Myles Horton over your signature. ' ~ 1 *"** 
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FBI KNQXVlLLE 12-21-50 5-21PM 

"RECTOR, FBI ATT,-- -INSPECTOR L.L. LAUGHLII 
LETTER FROM MYLES HORTON/KIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, ^TEAGli^TO 




ASSISTANT DIRECTOR H.H. CLEGG, BUREAU. RE TELEPHONE CALL INSPECTOR 
LAUGHLIN TODAY. MYLES HORTON CONTACTED DECEMBER SEVEN, FIFTY BY SAS 



} 
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AND fl ■■■ IN CONNECTION WITH THE 

WILLIAM WALTER REMINGTON PERJURY CASE. BOTH AGENTS STATE 
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EMPHATICALLY THAT HORTON DID NOT SHOW THEM NEWS RELEASE REFERRED TO Vj 
S~IN HIS" LETTER TO MR. CLEGG^DATED DECEMBER TEN LAST AND NO STATEMENT ^ 
MADE BY EITHER AGENT THAT WOULD EVEN REMOTELY APPROACH HORTON-S g 



ALLEGATION. SIGNED STATEMENTS BEING TAKEN FROM AGENTS AND BEING 
FORWARDED TO BUREAU. 
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Office NLemordnduin • united states government 



TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 




MR, A. H. BELMON: 



UR. L. L. LAUGHLZX-f 

^JIGKLMJDEB FOLK SCHOOL 
UYLES BORTON, DIRECTOR 

INTERNAL SECURITY - 

(Bureau File 61-7511) 



date: December 21, 1950 



tolaon 
Udd, 

Clegg 

Gl»*ln__ 
Hlchol*. 
Ho— n 

tracy 

H»tt>o 

Bilx>nt_ 

itohr 



I called SAC Robey of Knoxville at 11:00 A.M. today 
and read to him the letter addressed to Mr. Clegg by Myles 
Norton, Director 

Tennessee, I also dictated to Mr. Robey the p: 
attached to Mr. Horton 1 s letter to Mr. Clegg 



;he letter addressed, to Mr. uiegg Dy uyj.es q -^ 

of the Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Cr^VyTT 
to dictated to J/r. Robey the press release*- 



T«l«. k<xm_ 
Qmdy 



J/r. Robey was instructed to make the necessary 
inquiry among the Agents of his Office for the purpose of 
identifying the Agent mho, according to J/r.. Horton 1 s letter, told 
him that the contents of the news release which he enclosed with 
his letter would be considered Communistic by a majority of the 
Southern people, 

I requested Mr. Robey to look into this matter 
immediately and to furnish the Bureau very promptly with the 
results of his inquiry. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 
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to : Mr. Iadd 

from j Kr« BelmogfcO 

SUBJECT: HIGHI&HDER FOIZ SCHOOL 
HYl£ f : J ORTON, EH RECTOR 
INTERNAL SECURITI - C 
Bureau file # 61-7511 



date: December 22, 1950, 



>4i 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN© 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ' 
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Clegg 

Olsvln 

Nlchoie 

RoB»n 

Tracy 

HfLiQ 
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Teli. KOOD_ 

h»iSt 

Oandy 



Purpose ; 

To recommend that the attached letter be approved for 
transmittal to Myles Horton, Director of the Highlander Folk School. 
This letter is in reply to a letter ~.v;;ich Horton directed to Assistant 
Director H. H. Clegg at the Bureau. 

Details : 

Under date of December 10, 1950, Horton wrote the attached 
letter to Assistant Director H. H. Clegg . He attached a statement of 
'purpose, program, and policy of the Highlander Folk School which was 
approved by the Executive Council on April 3* 1950, and a press release 
of the school dated November 20, 1950. In his letter Horton indicated 
that a Special Agent of the Bureau had commented that the news release 
would be considered Communistic by a majority of Southern people* He 
contrasted the alleged statement of the Agent with the recent position 
taken by Assistant Director Clegg at the "New York Herald Tribune" 
Forum. 

On December 21, 1950, the Knoxville Office was telephonically 
contacted and advised of the alleged statement made by a Special Agent 
of the Knoxville Office, Under the same date the Knoxville Office 
replied by the attached teletype that M yles Horton had be en c ontacted 
on December. 2,.. 1950, by Special Agents ■■■■■■■^■Pland WKEH& 
SHHV in connection with the William Walter Remington perjury 
case. Both Agents have stated emphatically that Horton did not show 
them the news release referred to in Horton' s letter to Assistant 
Director Clegg and no statement was made by either Agent that would 
even remotely approach Horton f s allegations. 

For your information the Highlander Folk School is the 
subject of an eight section Bureau investigation. This school was t y 

founded in Uonteagle, Tennessee and a charter of incorporation, under 
the Code of Tennessee, was taken out on July 31* 193U. The school 
at its inception was supported by membersof the Socialist Party 
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of national prominence, In ridding Norman Thomas. The school was founded 
"to provide an educational center in the South for the training of 
rural and industrial leaders and for the conservation and encouragement 
of the indigenous cultural values of the mountains." Myles Horton, the 
present Director was one of the original incorporators. A studv_of 
the program of the Highlander Folk School indicates that the school 
followed the" _ Communist 'ftirty line .to. a .certain, degree* literature 
received by and distributed by the school consists of labor pamphlets, 
magazines, Socialist literature, and to some extent Communist literature. 
The school is not believed to have passed out pamphlets of the Communist 
Party as such but has contented itself with providing publications such 
as "Soviet Power," "Communist Manifesto," and literature which presents 
the broad picture of Communism rather than that representing the various 
turnings of the Co/nmunist Party line* Many individuals of high Govern- 
j ment, labor and social standing have endorsed this school from time to 
|i time, including Mrs. Franklin D. Hoosevelt, Mrs* Hugo L. Black, John L, 
jj Lewis, Mrs. Harold L. Ickes, and others. (61-7511-132) 




Horton was born July 9, 1905, at Savannah, Tennessee. The 
investigation revealed that no definite proof of membership in the 
Communist Party has been developed concerning Horton; however, there is 
considerable information reflecting his close association with Communists 
and having Communist sympathies. 

Tte co mendation: 

It is reconcaended that the attached letter be transmitted 
to Horton in reply to his letter to Assistant IXirector H. H. Clegg. 
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January 3, 1951 






Vr. Uyles Morton 

Director 

Highlander Toll* School 

L'onteagle, Tennessee 



Dear Sir$ 



71177 
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This will acknowledge your letter sf 
December 10, 1950* 

It has long been the established 
procedure of this Bureau to refrain fro* oommenttng 
on the statement of aims and purposes of any 
organisation and, therefore, roe cannot comment 
on the policies of your school* 

With regard to the statement that you 
attributed to a Special Agent of this Bureau, this 
mill advise that I have •checked with the two 
Special Agents who contacted you on December 7, 
1950. They emphatically deny that you shoved them 
the news release or that they made any statements • 
to you remotely approaching your allegation* 
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Very truly yours t 



Hugh #. Clegtf'- ." .. 
Assistant Director j 
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Office Memomndum 



TO j 

FROM : 

SUBJECT: 

PURPOSE 



MR. D. 31. LADD 



MR. A. H. B 



f / 




HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT* 



date: February 26, 1951 



Tolaon_ 
Udd 



Internal Security - V 



To recommend that the attached letters to 
Roger^Baldwin of the' 'American Civil Liberties Union and 
to Peyton Ford be approved* These letters as they now 
read conform to the instructions of the Director which 
appear on the attached communications to these individuals 
previously prepared. 
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The' attached letters are being submitted for 
your approval* 

The questions raised by the Director on your . 
memorandum to him dated February 23, 1951, are presently 
being studied and the answers will be furnished to you 
immediately. / Fcnrs^ 

HORDED . ; of 
Attachments / £* imm 
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IV • Roger X. Baldwin 
Chairman, National Committee 
American Civil Liberties Union 
170 Fifth Avenue \ 

'.eio York 10, ?'ew York yj 

Dear >/r« Baldwin*. 



3faiU»ral bureau of InurBfigation 

llntfpii State* Bcparttmnt of Snaiir* 

Q3asI?iii9foii 25, B.GT. 

February £3, 195 




•Sfc^^P 1 ^*^ 












K\j^V\***^«L" 



k?»- to i<ourTieit£F~ o/ February 14, 1951, 
'.ng the Highlander Folk School, in which you referred 



.■concer' _ 

he *!eX conducting an inquiry into this school because of 
interracial edit cat ion§ L though* tj<?' a sag J rf fe e - ta-frgr-g s ted 
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its 



it 



n f -f r 



.1 



Thi5 will assure youJJ&'t-no inves^i^rtT: 
concerning the interracial educ^'tio--' 1 "- 
•ol you men^fhed. Z'e have^^f cou 
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governmental agencies in considering 
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a source of^Arr station to $ 

// the school^^ncve issued appropriate? 

"Tnue any direcj^vontccts with representative? 
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Sincerely yours, 
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L^r. Peyton Ford 

Deputy Attorney General 

Director, FBI 

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
Information Concerning 
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Reference is made \o your two memoranda dated Februar 
1951, wherein you referrea^to correspondence from Xtyles Horton 
ector of the Highlander Folk School, Uonteagle, Tennessee, and ^ 
n Albert F. Barnett of the Candler School of Theology, Emory s» 

versity, Georgia. 
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With regard to the correspondence you received from 
es Horton and your proposed draft\ reply, I am returning then 
you. In connection to your proposed letter to Mr* Horton, I 
not accede to the proposal of havkng our Agents conduct inter* 
it's at the Highlander Folk School^ uilh otv n o graphic or acd iti-e 
£&nfirej — & f th -e — Vichnal s\resen.t* P hoas inturutttoA uvv fur * the 
T- .^^^Vf 7 n r\ . a confident ial hn nl9 an d fit 
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I have checked into this allegation node by ),!r* Horton 
I nont to assure you tliat we have never investigated the 

'■.lancer Foil: School, any representative' of the school, or 
other individual on t?ie ground that the Highlander Folk 

r ->l or the individual participated in interracial educational 

ivities nor have our Agents inquired relative to the inter* 

ial aspects of that' school. 




For your information the Highlander Folk School was 
e.-r' i( ai ed during the early 1940 f s. This investigation was 
r'icai-ed on allegations that Communist activities* were being 
ried on at the school, She o a -gg-g7rrs— e^-vse$~Tn~T943~~rtndr~n-o 
r r iri^trt, i 'o7r-v-f—4rh c—s-a&e-ol tt-e—e it e h~ha screen ■ nad e—s i nee ~t tiinr^ti me* 

: !our further information there is attacked herewith a photo- 
tic copy of a four -page summary dated February 21, 194?, co\ 
nina this school. 
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We have, of course, hod occasion to contact representatives 
of this school on individual cases such as applicant and security 
investigations. The purpose of the applicant inquiries has been to 
secure infornation at its source for guidance of governmental 
agencies in considering applicants for appointments In fulfilling 
our responsibility to protect the internal security of the country, 
ike Federal Bureau of Investigation is charged to investigate any 
individual upon receipt of substantial information reflecting 
that individual to be engaged in subversive activity. We have in 
the post conducted a United number of security investigations of 
individuals requiring inquiries at the Highlander Folk School* 
However, such investigations were not initiated on the basis that 
the individual was engaged in interracial educational activities 
nor vxis this question considered in any winner during the courss 
of the investigation. 

With reference to the letter you received from 
/■'>'. ^crnettj I can only stale that he has been misinformed J 
bv I/i'les Jlorton, director of the Highlander Folk school* 
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For your further information, in addition to the 
correspondence between Mr. Mules Morton and Ifr* Clegg of this • 
Bureau as reflected by the material enclosed with your memorandum 
of February 19, 1951, me have received a communication from 
I'r. Sorer K. Baldwin of the American Civil Liberties Union on 
the scr.e subject natter. Copies of V.r. Baldwin's letter and my 
'reply thereto are attached for your infornation. 
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February lU, 195*1 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

"Washington, D, C. 

Dear Mr, Hoover i <£7~"~ 

It has come to my attention as a contributor to th 

Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee, that agents of your'office ii*v« n 

| recently "been conducting an inquiry into the school, apparently on 

[the ground that inter-racial education is somehow Subversive". 

I cannot quite believe that any such attitude correctly reflects 

your policies, and therefore venture to suggest that you may be 

interested to check up on the inquiry • 

Vie would appreciate being advised of the facts as to. why any 

investigation of the school has been made. 
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IV • Ro?er //„ Baidutn 
Cr-cfrr.an, national Connittee 
American Civil Liberties Union 
17D Fifth Avenue _ 
AVt; rorAr lfi.'Xcb fbrk 

ft 81 
Xear /'/•• Bcldxi m 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter dated 
February 1<1, 1251^ concerning t/i<? Highlander Folk School, 
in lohich you referred to the FBI's conducting an inquiry 
into this school because of its interracial education. 

A careful investigation into this natter has 
established that .no investigation by the FBI has been 
conducted of the "Highlander folk School on the 'round 
thai thai school or anyone connected vitk it has 
sponsored interracial educational activities* Repre- 
sentatives of this Bureau have had occasion to contact 
representatives of this school on individual cases such 
as applicant and security invcsiii oti ons m . 

I?o.\-.i;er 9 since our contacts at the school 
hie either been ni sunder stood or have becone a 
source of irritation to JL'r # Wiles Her ton, director 
of the school, X have issued appropriate instructions 
to cHc continue any direct contacts utth representatives r . 
of the school. ;. °" 



: /-5'l 



Sincerely your a t 



'■*/-m 



y 



~ cc - N$w York (w/enclL/re) 33USW i0' !<i30 ~f > 

— ^Knoxville (vo/e/iclVsure) \ S i 

y ^ <f>^^ -"Tt—zc-* 7-T—i -^ 
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Honorable J. Howard McG 
United States Attorney Ge 
Washington, D # C. 

Dear Mr. McGrath: ..- , , - yro™,iiriiw^' — — - -«« ▼- 

/ ^^ ^nL-CIY^ BIGHTS SEO. J 
Uiss Lucy Randolph' Mason, Southern ClCrrtrbTic Relations 
Representative, has suggested that I ask your advice about a 
problem growing out of the attendance of Negroes at the Hi£i lander 
Folk School, Because of your own personal feeling in regard to 
discrimination, Miss Mason felt that you would understand the 
problem here and be in a position to give advice « 



/ 



The Highlander Folk School endeavors to put racial democ- 
racy into practice; consequently we can expect a measure of opposi- 
tion. 

T iJe hardly expected, however, to have Negro students made 
the subject of investigations by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
On October 11th I wrote Senator Estes Kefauver that FBI agents were 
asking our neighbors about the attendance of Negroes and implying 
that our non-discrimination policy was communistic and immoral. 
This line of questioning has created confusion in the minds of our 
neighbors regarding the rights of Negroes to be at the School, 

On December 10th I raised this cjiestion with Mr, Hugh H, 
Clegg, Assistant Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
and quoted one of the FBI agents who had told me that he thought 
our enclosed news release condemning discrimination would be. con- 
sidered communistic by a majority of Southern people. 

The apparent confusion of racial democracy with communism 
by the FBI agents and the implication of this kind of thinking 
alarmed the Highlander Executive Council members who met January 22 
and 23. 
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Council me .Tiber s were also disturbed by the exchange of 
correspondence with Mr, Clegg. If agents can deny what they have 
s&id, they can likewise report things they have not been told. Since 
th«y go in pairs, the person interviewed is at a disadvantage, 

With this problem in mind, a motion was made by Miss Lucy 
Ran^iph iiason n that, because of pre - 



„. . -.j-. _~ „--~, ~_ — previous misunderstandings in inter- 

§1 views -■-.■* th Fbl agents, the Highlander Director shall speak for the 

staff 2.r»-j shall ask that all questions posed by any FBI agents be 
put ir; writing, and shall make his replies in writing - provided 
lfcgal covr*sdl advises this action*" 



The Council is not raising the question of giving inform- 
ation, but of giving it in such a way that the person interviewed has 
the prelection of a written record. Could you advise us as to the 
ler/ility of the Council proposal that interviews be carried on in 
writing ♦ 

, ; j Us shall greatly appreciate your advice on this matter. 

Very sincerely yours, 



iI«*2*?^¥iio rton , D :! re c to r 
Highlander Folk School 



T, S, J. ».7ar.t to i a ss on s. coa-up-nt on this letter c\-de by a neighlor. 

cci Sc-i.ator E,>tc.~ Kefauver 
enclosures 
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department of Justice 

©ff trr of the Bfputj} Altornrji General 
Klastjtngton 

February 19, 1951 



Mr. Kyles Horton 71161 

Director, Highlander Folk School 
tfonteagle, Tennessee 

My dear Mr. Horton i 

This will acknowledge your letter of January 51, 1951, ad- 
dressed to the Attorney General, requesting advice about a prob- 
lem growing out of the attendance of negroes at the Highlander 
Folk School, Tou advise that the Highlander Executive Council 
members are disturbed by the exchange of correspondence with Mr* 
Hugh H. CI egg, Assistant Director of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation, and comment that if agents can deny what they have 
said, they can likewise report things they have not been told. 
Tou quote a motion which was made by Miss Lucy Randolph Mason, . 
which provides that the Highlander Director shall speak for thel\ 
staff and shall ask that all questions posed by any FBI agents I I 
be put in writing and shall make his replies in writing pro- » 
vided legal counsel advises this action. You then request the , i 
Attorney General's advice as to the legality of the council's J I 
proposal that interviews be carried on in writing* I ' 

I should first pointy out to you that the Attorney General 
is authorized by law to give jj&cl vice only to the President of the 
United States and to the various Department heads, in view of 
•which I regret that the Department cannot advise you regarding 
the legal situation involved. It occurs to me, however, that 
there should normally be no serious objection to having Special 
Agents contact the Highlander Director when desiring information 
from the staff of the school as contemplated by the motion quoted 
in your letter. Furthermore, I would suppose that written re- 
plies to questions, either in the form of stenographic recording 
of the questions and answers, or in the form of affidavits, would 
be quite satisfactory. I believe that you will find the agents 
quite willing to accede to your desires in this respect* 



AttlNFOBMATJON CONTAINED 
HERSNlS1MASSlE®=. 
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Tours sincerely, 



Peyton Ford 
Deputy Attorney General 



,y Attorney General . (a 
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February 19, 1951 
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Mr. t'yles Horton 

Director, Highlander Folk Sohool 

kontcagle, Tennessee 

Ky dear fcr* Eortom 
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Ti&& will acknowledge your letter of January 31, 1951, ad- 
dressed to the Attorney General, requesting advice about a prob- 
lem growing out of the attendance of negroes at the Highlander 
Folk School. Taa advise that the Highlander Executive Council 
members are disturbed by the exchange of correspondence with Mr. 
Hugh H. Cleg^, Assistant Director of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation, and ooff-ueat that if amenta can deny what they have 
said, they can Likewise report things they have not been told. 
You quote a motion which was Bade by Miss Lucy Randolph Ifason, 
which provides that the Highlander Director shall apeak for the 
staff and shall ask that all questions posed by any FBI agents 
be put in writing and shall make his replies in writing pro- 
vided le fc al counsel advises this action. lou then request the 
Attorney General's advice as to the locality of the council's 
proposal that interviews be carried on In writing. 

I should first point out to you that the Attorney General 
is authorised by lav to £ive advice only to the President ot the 
United States and to the various Department heads, in "slew of 
which 1 /e^ret that the f-e parti-en t cannot advice you regarding 
the lec^l situation involved. It occurs to r?.e, however, that 
there should normally be no serious objection to having Special 
Agents contact the Highlander Director when desiring information 
fro?! the staff of the school as contemplated by the motion quoted 
in your letter. Furthermore, I would suppose that written re- 
plies to questions, either In the fora of stenographic recording 
of the questions and answers, or to the fonr of affidavits, would 
be quite satisfactory. I believe that you will find the agents 
quite willing to accede to your desires in this respect. 
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You re sincerely, 



Peyton Ford 

Deputy Attorney General 
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Highlander Folk School for immediate release 

wonteagle, Tennessee 

Uonteagle, Tennessee . . • November 20, 1950 • . ."Our Christmas bells could 

be freedom bells if we dared include all minorities in our circle of brother*. 

;i hood," Myles Horton told a conference of church leaders at the Highlander 

Folk School. 7116*3 

"Freedom bells ringing in the cabins of Negro sharecroppers, ringing 

for eager minded students with opportunities limited by accident of birth, 

and freedom bells echoing in distant lands could fill the troubled world with 

thoughts of peace on earth and good will toward man," he said. 

"Highlander's democratic program is based on the brotherhood of 

man. Democracy to us means that membership in the human family entitles all to 

the freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education 

wid health; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of the 

oor.Juum.ty and to equal access to public sendees," the religious leaders were 

^ld. 

"We hold that democracy is inactive unless workers are given a full 
mice in industry through unions; or farmers are given a voice in the market 
pzp.zr through cooperatives; or where freedom of thought and discussion is 
limited ; and that democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination 

,, ,? ,.,- r;.T ration. 

"The times call for an affirmative program, based on a positive goal," 
_,„,~ .'.^rion* "An army of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles and 
traditions of the African people must be created. By broadening the scope 
./,; Amocracy to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every 
relationship, the army of democracy would be so vast and so determined that 
nothing undemocratic could stand in its path*" 
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Tracy City, TwttwpflB^ 
Jan. 31, 195L 



Dear llyles: 



This, to -my mind, is a thoroughly honest end perfedtly concise expression 
of th f - problem you present. I cannot see how Mr, McGrath can fail to under- 
stand it* significance, and understanding, fail to take steps toward the pre- 
vention of future trouble • 

Please feel free to use rae as a reference if you have such need, I am 
always willing to speak or write my convictions regarding your personal inte- 
grity and the high purpose of Highlander, 

I was here some years before you came. The newness of your program aroused 
wonder end even suspicion in the community. We heard wild tales of communistic 
intent, alliance with Russia, machine guns in the attic and varous forms of 
1 -morality. People cane to me with these extrabagant rumors, begging me to 
"do some tiling about it," I did do something. I visited the school when you 
and Don '.>Ft rave a "play-party" for the children of our community* I went 
again when uim Dombrowski started a Bible study class. 7/e learned a good deal 
r .bout social conditions in the days of Anos and llicah. I went to a meeting 
held after a neighbor's house had burned down and you started plans - and 
funds - for building a new home for him. I went to a Christman party where I 
helped with the children's gases and saw you play Fanta C&aus vdth a bag of 
presents. Once I went to a sewing bee, another neighborhood benefit. I was 
sick at the time the P. T. /• • was organized in your living room, but 1 heard 
.-..;! about it. 1 heard, too, of other "good deeds" — by this tine the neighbors 
Vid something else to talk about than the fearful fantasies of the early days. 
One dark night, Jim went a good viay to bring a doctor for r ne of my school 
girls in time to save her and her laby. "I didn't know there were such good 
folks," one neighbor woman said. Then I heard about the time that Claudia Lewis, 
*he I.'ur^ery School teacher, and another one from Highlander, prepared all that 
was needful to bury a little child in a very poor family, 

«11 trftse things and many more convinced me that your purpose and plan for 
l„;:,j!V to live jn our community was essentially good and had no ulterior motive, 
iii ifa^er years 1 have learned more of your practical program, your concept of 
true democracy in your policy of no n -discrimination, non-segregation, and your 
actual example in living what you believe. I know a minister who said, if l wish 
I could feel that I came as near as ilyles Horton to real consecration to the 
Cause of real Christianity," 
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H I;o you think Highlander is radical?" The last time I was asked this 
question, I gave this answer which I would give today* "Yes, they are radical - 
as radical as the Declaration of Independence - or the Sermon on the Mount," 

It is because you dare to believe that not only "all men are created free and 
equal", but that there should be "liberty and justice for all" that you are radi- 
cal, iind the one who bade all men to act like brothers, made no difference be- 
tween his white children and the black. 

I deplore the recent "investigation" of the FBI agents, implying as it did, 
that your non-discrimination policy toward Negro students constituted proof of 
ynur communistic nature, purpose, plan arid intent* Vfhen racial democracy can be 
confused with communism in the minds of F B I agents, there is cause for alarm, 
it seems to me. Our community has come a long way In appreciating and under- 
suarxing the policy of Highlander, its principles, its ^practice of real democracy. 
But this faith though fostered for so many years by living proof and example, 
cannot fail to suffer from the shock of a visit from the F B I in -which the 
school's policy of non-discrimination is given a red tag and lafeel* 

.':ith all this is mind, I am glad you have written this letter to 1*1 rJdcG rath. 
T h^TP it leads to a definite unders tan ding which will affect all future 
interviews. 

■.■3th best wishes for you and the rest of the Highlander staff, I remain 

Your friend, 

Lav^fustus 



( • 
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Highlander Folk School 
lionteagle, Tennessee 
December 10, 1950 
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Mr. Hugh H. Clegg 

Assistant Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 

Der.r Kr. Cleggt 

I was pie fised to read from the International Labor Hews 
Service that you feel that the "success of communism" 
can be measured by the wpaknesses of democracy. I am led 
to believe by your analysis of the situation that you 
would appro w the enclosed statement of policy of the 
Highlander Folk School* 

In the South, people are often criticized who believe as 
we do here at Highlander that discr ruination is incompati- 
ble with democracy. In fact I was told recently by one of 
your agents that the contents of the e noosed ners release 
would be considered cor.rnunistic by a majority of Southern 
P? ople • 

I since rely trust that the position taken by you in the 
New York Herald Tribune forum is the official position of 
the FJs JL., and not the position implied by the activities 
of your representatives who have questioned our neighbors 
regarding visits of Itegroes to the School* 

..'ould you clear this matter up for ce? 

Sincerely yours, 



T;;.V. 



Myles Horton 
Director 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN /S UNCLASSIFIED 

DATEd^sj£L.BY^ESi 



cPlsrs 




iJ-ltni-jr'f 



•? 



ENCLOSURE 



w 



■^3 







* Utdtod trtatoa i*0£tri2»nt of Jmtlot * 

T mitsml Bureau or Xrrveflti^Uoft f 



Jtirxjy S* led 



71170 



Hi^ilftater Folk s&ool 

Ifcatc*£>«, ten-see**© 

Sear tin 



This trail MlaixlcdQ© your letter of 

Pocftifjar I0 t X$eO# 

It has loii& bacn fee eei&VUehed prosed t;*e 
of title r urctiu to rc£r*.in flp&a eaaaettttnG on the 
etcteA^s.t of zkJS tol fcurptwoe of et^r orj&ul tali one 
«n3 # tlcrcfcpOi t?o ctTKWt o&swnfc o& th» poliois* 
of ytfyr echcol* 

Kits: r*ifinl to tbo gtftto.tf?a& ttet yew 
fcltriVjtcd to a s^tcl'il A^piit of \iiip l'uro&v». tide 
vill&dvlw thfit X tew olaco'sid «ltk thD txro Special 
Acoxto wtxo oo&tfcetoA you ol: Iteecs&ar 7* 1S50« *iw£r 
or^-Atia.lly do^ that you euo^oA t&*a tk« jewg 
roi^ce- or U&t fcoy ».£e fcs^ Kl&tCiseirwS to you 

Vary truly yaaret 



Iluji £1* Cl«f3 
Aesirtant ttSreot* 
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froa Highlander Ixecuttve Council minute* 
£; (pace 3) Jan 22-23, 1951 71173 

?■* Morton ga^e a full report on boob recent activities of FBI agent* who ax* 

'?'& questioning people in the eomsttnity. The agent*" haw bean asking neighbor* about - 

!# ^ ■- ;.■.;■■■..■ 

p ifegross attending or visiting Highlander* Horton r*ad a letter he wrot* Senator 

.";■;■ aefauver which saida in partj "They (the FBI agents) have been particularly 

4 inaietent in their questions about the attendance of Re gross at Highlander 

{| sessions and conferences* They wanted to know where people steep and what goes 

"t -.. rUr the conferences are over * . » J Hops you can find tis» to look into 

# ■■■•■' 

thie situation end do something to stop intimidation of our neighbora and the 

fe* ir.fezenc* that the non-disc rifflination policy of the school, which is that of tfa* 

■ ->* ■ ■ • • ■ 

^'5 CIO and iUT», is coxsnronistic and immoral** 

Horton continue* that the a^nt* are going around the community trying to etir 
-;'■■£ t p tte people by asking loaded questions about the Hegro students at Highlander* 

;•, .vM.irfw, Horton read a ne\rcpap3r report that the assistant director of the FBI 
N , ., c '. ; a speech at the Kew Tork Heral* Tribune forum in which he said discrimination 

>v - m- ?5 ' iniciipatibl* witb democracy* Horton et£i£.ratulated tho F B I epoke em&n and 

jti:--*ted a coisrasnt mad* to him a? an ? B I agent who said that a Highlander Sew* 
*0*&*i which condeama discrimination, would be considered coEjamistio by a majority 

i'.-.terii ppoplJB» The FBI Assistant Director answred that he had personally 
r* * •" d the matter and that botfc agents who talked with Horton, denied emphatically 

■-*■'-- say such statrasi** 

After prolonged discussion, it was tioved by I<ucy Randolph Macon that, because 
of previous misunderstandings in interviews with t B I agents, the Highlander 
Director shell apeak for the staff and shall ask that all question* poaed by any 
»bi agents be put in writing, and ahall nak» hi* xeplie* in writing - provided 
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end pfcoood* 

Xt wa* al«> PUCflrcVd by Kl»8 MuPan that th* Elector shall mitt 
>&i| U.VW.tciwy CWral tamd KcCrath and i**l*w tht* tituatlon and espUin 

to Mrt why » ha^u t*«n for-oad to tafcs tfci* aetloni tad that * aopy *t 
thlo l*tUr aholl be **nt to Sonatcr te Cfcuwr ond Highlander ftpcnaor»» 
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Vfe reaffirm our faith in democracy as a goal that will bring dignity and 
freedom to all: in democracy as an expanding concept encoffipassin? h'vAsn 
relations from the smallest community organize tion to interne tional struc- 
ture; and permeating p -ll economic, social, end political activities. 

Democracy to us means that membership in the human family entitles all to 
freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education 
and health; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of 
the community and to equal access to public services. 

We hold th?t denocrac is inactive unless workers r re given a full voice 
in industry through unions; or farmers are given ' voice in the market 
wir«p thropfh cooperatives ; or where fieedom of thought end discussion is 
limited; that democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination 
and segregation; that there must be diversity of approach but each step 
must be in conformity with the goal, which is dishonored by each undemo- 
cratic act. 

♦Vith « democratic goal, we are in a position to fight anything that gets in 
>,:." v,-" v;Iv~thcr it be totalitarian ccnimunism- or fascism or monopoly 
dominated capitalism. 

The purpose of the Highlander Folk School is to assist in creating leader- 
-r.ip for democracy. Uur services are available to labor, farm co'-munity, 
religious and civic organizations working toward a demo crac tic goal. 

The r.rture of a specific educational program will be determined by the needs 

cf the students* 

Use of the services of the School by individual organizations vail be in 
r-ccordanee ^ith their own policies so long as these policies do not conflict 
with the purposes of the School, A staff member will assist in planning 
r»nd coordinating all programs, 

Th<= Highlander ?ollc School is a chartered institution, cooperatively owned 
by the teaching staff. It has ho affiliations. The policies and program 
of t.h-- School are wholly determined by an Executive Council composed of the 
"V'--ff and recognized Southern leaders, 

Highlander Folk School is supported by contributions from individuals, organQ 5 
izations served by the School, foundations and tuition, ££ $£ 

The times call for an affinitive program, based on a positive goal. An 
&imy of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles and traditions of 

the American people must be created. By broadening the scope of democracy 

to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every relation- K , 

PTiit), T,ne srnv ox democracy iroiua uc ou wov «u*u <=w uowi.iu.uvu w*«* v wvim-h^ *— j • -~* *--*- 
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undemocratic could ntand in its path. 



<Czl:cl.\ 



Approved- by the Executive Council, April 3rd, 1950 
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Pr, JohnltowQy 

Saul D/'Alinsky . 

Mr. & Mrs, Josoph'Barnes 

Dr. A, DM3eitteV- 

Mary McLeod-Bethune 
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Algernon --Slack 

Dr. B. R."~8razoal 

Urs.EthBrtiyda 

Rev. YJitherspooh\podge . 

Clifford J»4>urr ; 

Kerml^Bby 

Mrs, Gladys TalbottN^dwards 

Gcrtruc&TEly v 

.... T -. v ■" ■ ■ "j 

Rev. W. J.~Faulkner 
Mr. & Mrs, J. R. Tollman, 
Mrs. Harry'Gershon / 
Clinton SrtJoldon 
Gcorgo M;- Guest, U.D.- 
Mrs. Grace T, Hamilton 
Loon Henders on" 
J # Lewis- Henderson . 

Rabbi Arthur He rtzberg * " ( 
^DrTFlcnin^ Jarae eu^ 



Dr. Charles S. Johnson 

Dr. Lilian V?jNJohn8on 

tcwisSJones . 

May Justus . ' " ; " •■- 

PredaHLirchwey 



SPONSORS : tt;>. "'•■ c ■ ;"■ 

'- ' ..." l -. <"■ ■ ."' ■■'•:/ ■ 

Mrs . SiffionTTuhn . , - V .".= 

' r ' '"' : "' - >^i'"' ' i 

Mr* & Mrs. Corliss Xamont 

Mrs. Ernest K^Lindley 

■ A. A^Liveright .'•/.. --</'■ 

Lucy Randolph Mason . 

Dr. Benjamin Ev.Ma. 

Carey McWiHiajav-".\ ,. 

Dr. Georgei^fitchell 

Mrs* Lucy Spraguo Mitchell 

Rev. Walter Gl Muelder 

Dr. ReinholdVwiebuhr "\ 

Jennings Perry : '.'■« 

C larence B ^ -Picke tt 

Dr ♦ Walte r Rautcn s"t rauch . 

Malcoli^rtpss ^ \\ 

' ■ ■ ■ ■ j. • 

Rev, Eugena "Smathers ^ 
Hilda wY&ni 
P # A. -Stephens, M.D # 
Jordan Stokes HI 
Dr. Alva W. Taylor 
Dr # John B f Thompson 
Mrs. M. B^illy 
Dr. WiUard""tJri>aus _ 
Go rhard Vari^A rksl 
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J» Raymond Walsh 

Hon. & Mrs. J. WatieT-Varing 

AubroJ^wiUiams 

Thomas Williston, M J), ' 

Dr. Louis^Wirth 
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£'r» Peyton Ford 

Deputy Attorney General 

Ilrector, FBI 

l'Igelahdeh roir school 
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Reference is r,ade to your ttoo nenoranda 0m d February 
1Z, 1951, therein you referred to correspondence from kyles Gorton, 
director of the Highlander Folk School j k'ont eagle, Tennessee, and 
fro- Albert ESparnett of the Candler School of Theology, Emory 

University, Georgia, 

Sith regard to the correspondence s you received from 
I'yles Borton and your proposed draft reply, I of. returning then 
to you* In connection to your proposed letter to Ur* Uorton, 1 
cannot accede to the proposal of having our Agents conduct inter- 
views at the Highlander Folk School which uould require our Agents 
tc svhnit written interrogatories at all tines in ell matters upon 
Kl.ich the FBI may he seeking information fron the Highlander Folk 
•5c v t.J. Fur* hcrrore, I cannot accede to any restriction which 
uo'ild prohibit the FBI fror, interviewing any person it saw fit. 
In this particular matter it is suggested that only the 
I-igT lander Director could or would be contacted. Rather than 
cccctic to any such restrictions, I uould prefer to instruct our 
A-enis to refrain from any contact kith any rzev.ber of the 
Fi-hlcndcr Folk School staff. 

\ 9 

I have checked into this allegation r.c.dc by i'n V or ten 
f? n C I i' r^n i to ax sure you that we ha ve never investi gc t c d i he 
lirhlancvr Folk School, any representative' of the 'school? or # 
any other individual on the ground that the Highlander F*2k 
School or the individual participated in interracial ed&iiiional 
acr! ivitics nor have our /.rents inquired relative Ho the inter- 
racial aspects of that school. ~ ~~ • & *- 




;us * — brrciciVi a ohotos'^iia chph if a four-page suvmary dated February 
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We have, of course, had occasion to contact representatives 
of this school on individual cases such as applicant and security 
investigation* The purpose of the applicant inquiries has been to 
secure information at its source for guidance of governmental 
agencies in considering applicants for appointment* In fulfilling 
our responsibility to protect the internal security of the country, 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation is charge^ to investigate any 
individual upon receipt of substantial information reflecting 
that individual to be engaged in subversive activity* We have in 
the past conducted a limited number of security investigations of 
individuals requiring inquiries at the Highlander Folk School* 
However, such investigations were not initiated on the basis that 
the individual was engaged in interracial educational activities 
~or uas this question considered in any manner during the course 
of the investigation* . 71 1 Pi 

With reference to the letter you received from 
Mr. Bamett, I can only state that he has been misinformed 
by Myles Horton, director of the Highlander Folk School* 

For your further information, in addition to the 
corres ondence between Mr, Myles Horton and Mr* Clegg of this 
Bureau as reflected by the material enclosed with your memorandum 
of February 19, 1951, we have received a communication from 
Mr. Roger N* Baldwin of the American Civil Liberties Union on 
the same subject matter* Copies of Mr* Baldwin's letter and my 
reply thereto are attached for your information* 



Enpf&P*re 



- 2 - 



',;•',' J, '. V"""":. 



: >*r- ; »^ 



; ■'•K.i.-. -igt 



. — i- >. 
'-■*■■■-:■■# 



."*j: 



- -V- 



£ 



4 -. 



/ 



FEBRUARY 27, 1951 
SAC, KNOXVILLE 



URGENT 




<b'-/ 
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS DASH G. AS -YOU WERE TELSPHONICALLY 
ADVISED ON FEBRUARY WETCTT TWO, NINETEEN FIFTY ONE, NO CONTACTS 
WHATSOEV^ SHOULD BE MADE AT THE HIGHLANDS* FOLK SCHOOL. YOU 
SHOULD FURTH^H INSTRUCT ALL THE AGENTS IN YOUR OFFICE THAT NO 
DISCUSSION PRO OR CON SHOULD BE MADE WITH ANY INDIVIDUAL CON- 
i^NINO THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. 



HOOVHR 



Ml 



: m jt//y^ 






(Per instructions of the Director set forth in the nenorandum 
from la*. Laid to the Director dated February 23, 1951) 
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TELETYPE 




FBI WASHINGTON DC 2-27-51 2-18 PM HK 

SAC.KNOXVILLE U R G E NT 

» 
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS DASH C. AS YOU WERE TELEPHONICALLY 
ADVISED ON FEBRUARY TWENTY TOO, NINETEEN FIFTY ONE, NO CONTACTS 
w*ATSOh.VER SHOULD BE MADE AT THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. YOU 
:.:0'JLD FURTHER INSTRUCT ALL THE AGENTS IN YOUR OFFICE THAT NO 
1: -HUSSION PRO OR CONS HOULD BE MADE WITH ANY INDIVIDUAL CON- 
Ci"HNING THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. 

HOOVER 
CCRR - NEXT TO LAST LINE WORDS FIVE AND SIX SHOULD READ"CON SHOULD" 
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O^f^ Niemorandum • united states government 



TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



77ie director 



D. If. Ladd 



CON^)E 



ENTiAL 



date: February 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
Bufile 61-7511 



PURPOSE 



Kg® 






Ciasaifi 
Dsstess 






To recommend that the attached letters directed 
to Mr* Roger N. Baldwin of the\American Civil Liberties 
Union and SAC Robey of the Knoxville Office be approved, 
ihcse letters are concerned with the unfounded allegation 
% hat^jt h e__FBl wa s "j ib. ceji ily _GSLR ducting an inqui r y into th_e^ 
Highlancie~r~Tolk School apparently on the ground that inter- 



education is somehow 'subversive. 

DETAILS i 

V. 

Under date of February 14, 1951, Roger N>-Baldwin, 
former Director but presently Chairman, National Committee of 
the American Civil Liberties Union, wrote to you as follows; 

"Dear Mr. Hoover; 

,f It has come to my attention as a contributor 
to the Highlander Folk School at Upnteagle, Tennessee, 
that agents of your office have recently been conduct- 
ing an inquiry into the school, apparently on the 
around that inter-racial education is somehow 'sub- 
vers ive. ' 

"I cannot quite believe that any such attitude 
correctly reflects your policies, and therefore 
venture to suggest that you may be interested to -. 
check up on the inquiryft£Q$\)l\) - ]A4, / 75// — /J> / 

"We would appreciate* be inppdvised^of the facts 
as to why any investigation of zluf^s^^ooj.^ has been 

V* v * Sincerely yours, 



/s/ Roger N. Baldwin 
Roger N* Baldwin" 
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CONFIDENTIAL 



2^r. itaidwin 's letter is attached* A reply to Mr* Baldwin 
is also attached for your approval. 

For your information; the Highlander Folk School 
.at Monteagle, Tennessee, is the subject of an eight-section 
\ Bureau case file and considerable investigation was con- 
(oTuct'ea concerning this school during the early 1940s. The 
first report was submitted under date of January 29, 1940, 
and a closing report was submitted on July 4, 1943, by the 
Knoxville Office, For your additional information, there 
is attached hereto a four~vage summary which was prepared 
concerning the Highlander Folk School dated February 21, 
1947, This memorandum is up to date inasmuch as no 
additional ^investigation has been conducted since 1943. 

■ ■ • *_jL * £ * 

In order to definitely ascertain as to whether 
there was any basis in the allegation made by Mr. Baldwin, 
mentioned above, SAC Robey of the Knoxville Office was 
telephonically contacted on February 19 and 20, 1951, 
in order to develop full information in this regard. 
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Atomic Energy Act ~ Avplican iK_/Ca s e 



Investigation of __ 
oeriod from A pril to O ctob er 

revealed that 



was 
1950, 



conducted over the 
This investi 




L-. 



1L 



jpar t of tne xnv es t \QQt . i o no/ , t ni s gnniicany 
cent e r ed up o rc_ hi s 'ho nn ect Ion ji^ni}he~~Highlande r Fol k S'ch opl . 
T7rule~r~~a r ate of February 21, 1&5~1, ~SA0 Ho bey advised by tele- 
type there was no discussion of the interracial character 
of the Highlan der Folk School during the investigation of 
this case. 
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Security Matter -_JC 
Burin 




1946, Knoxville initiated an investigation 
inasmuch as information was received 
he had joined the Communist PartJi, USA. 





advised that during none of the interviews with 

was there any discussion of t he interracia l character o,, , ^^ 

Highlander Folk fiofiftol. fl B^7 ♦ m VJ.JaLwJu*^ 

in. an a en ce yjty o*A**r^»"» — r y , *«/ T« 

£ > r ec t oV~of the^Hiah lander Folk 







Tou wiii recall under date of December 10, 1950, 
tiylesfi&orton, Director of the Highlander Folk Schtrol, wrote 
a leiter to Assistant Director H. #• Clegg to which he attached 
a statement of the purpose, program, and policy of the /High- 
lander Folk School which was approved by the Executive Council 
of that school on April 3, 1950, and a press release qf the 
school dated November 20, 1950, In his letter to Mr* Clegg, 
Horton indicated that a S pecial Aaent of the Bureau had 
c gmmented that the n .fil£8 ^fl pnq - e w° u .lfLl ^'-' c ° ns i(ier e ..^ Comaiun isti c 
kV a „ majjixl&u- -Of s&uthsrn ,ji£j>plJLa„ He contra stedthe opinion 
of' the Agent with the position taken by Mr, Clegg at the 
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"Jltei Torfc herald Tribune" Forum. Prior to answering Horton, 
the Knox vi lie Offi ce wa s contacted and Sp ecial Agents 

MH ■ and flBHHHUH B w ^o 

#o^or^?r^)ece?7iaer' 7, 1950, in^corxnectTon with the Remington 
perjury investigation, were asked concerning the Borton 
allegation. These two Agents furnished a signed statement 
to SAC Robey on December 22, 1950, in which they stated 
emphatically that the news release referred to in Borton r s 
letter was never displayed to them by Eorton nor the contents 
discussed with them by Horton, and that neither of the two 
Agents made any comment that even remotely approached the 
statement allegedly made to Horton.* At the conclusion of 
the interview Eorton was insistent that the Agents accept 
the copy of the 1949 Program of the Highlander Folk School, 
and a mimeographed release entitled, "Highlander Folk School} 
Statement of Purpose, Program and Policy." The signed 
statement also carried the statement that at no time had 
the Agents questioned neighbors of Horton regarding visits 
of Negroes at the Highlander Folk School. 
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Horton 



The Knoxville Office had further advised that 
had been interviewed on the following cases since 



June, 
case ; 



the Reminoton 




1950; June 27, 1950, jin connection with 

October 6, 1950, in connection with the __^ 

Atomic Energy Act-App^^ant case; November 2, 
in "connection with the f |f Presidential Appointee, 

Department of State, LoyalT^o^Gov eminent Employees case; 
and December 7 9 1950, mentioned above. 

SAC Robey in a teletype dated February 21, 1951, 
has advised that the following Agents of the Knoxville 
Office have either interviewed Uyles Horton at the Highlander 
fVi k School or cpnd uc ted investigations at Monteagle^ 

urino the past year; ' Special Aaents 




'These Agents have emphatically stated that no discussion was^ < 

had with Horton on any matter pertaining to the interracial ^k 

character of the Highlander Folk School nor has any fnguiry^^v ' 

een made of Horton or any person in Monteagle or vicinity V 

regard to the k interr t acial character of 
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the school. 
"(100-11615-16) 
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#y2es Norton is the subject of Bureau file 
100-11615 which is now closed* Be at one time was carried 
on the Kno xville Key Fig ure List* 

It was noted in Mr* Baldwin's letter that the 
allegation against the FBI had come to his attention as a 
contributor to the Highlander Folk School, It is possible, 
therefore, that Mr* Baldwin had received his erroneous 
information from. Myles Morton, the Director of the High- 
lander Folk School. 



ACTION 



In view of the above information, it is recommended 



that the attached letter to Mr. Baldwin be approved. 

There is also attached hereto a letter to the 
Knoxville Office instructing that any future investigation 
of the Highlander Folk School should be so conducted that 
no individual will obtain the erroneous impression that th> v 
Bureau's interest therein is based on the fact that its /yS'* 
facilities are used for interracial education. P 
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•HECTOR 



2-21-51 

VERY URGENT 




10-5? AW 
ATT- HR. F, J. BA1 




■KHLANDER FO LK SCHOO L, IS DASH f, SE TEL CALL FEB- pTCHTT. ; "V-^ 

fW. LOVING AGENTS THIS OFFICE HAVE INTERVIEWED MY LESSOR TON,'" 
BISHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL OR CONDUCTED INVESTIGATIONS AT MONTEAGLEj 
JttSN. AND VICINITY DURING PAST* YEAR, fl R j(j *^~*^ 







THESE AGENTS EMPHATICALLY STATE 
Til.".! a'U DISCUSSION WAS HAD WITH HORTON ON ANY MATTER PERTAINING - 
TO INTERRACIAL CHARACTER OF HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL NOR HAS ANY INQUIRY 
BEEN MADE OF BOSTON OR ANY PERSON IN MONTEAGLE OR VICINITY WITH REGARD 
TO INTERRACIAL CHARACTER OF THIS SCHOOL- FORMER SA 
ACCOMPANIED SA^mB ON NOV. SECOND, NINETEEN FIFTY, 
HORTON INTERVIEWED IN CONNECTION WITH CASE ENTITLED^! LGE, 

BUFXLF. ONE TWENTYONE DASH TWO THREE FOUR NAUGHT FOUR. 
RESIDING m| HHH 

illKlBBHB SA £m| ADVISES NO MENTION OF INTERRACIAL CHARACTE1 
Of HXS MENTIONED BY EITHER AGENT CURING THIS INTERVIEW. IN ■■■§ 
^P^I^HI AE \ CAS E# ^ERE WAS SO DISCUSSION OF INTERRACIAL CHARACTI* 
OF HFS. ^m HHHB IS CONSIDERED A SOURCE OF 'INFOR- 

MATION, BUT NOT AS A POTENTIAL CI. 
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NO f/^ 

DISCUSSION OF INTERRAClHx-tmARAciXii OF SCHOOL DURING THESE INTERVIEWS, 
ROBEY 

HKB3 IS UMCLASS!HED^>#n«^* 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERBS IS 1MSASIFIHK* 
DATE ffiq fo nv, - 

CORRECTION LINE 11 LAST WORD SHOULD 

RECOR 




WHEN , 
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DIRECTOR, 



2-22-51 
U R 6 £ N t 
ATTN. ASST. DIB. A. ROSEN 




10-2SPM EST , , 

ALL INFORMATION COIf Hi 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIF0 




- ,- y-y" -"—£ 

V HXGHLA ND££_X01 K SCHOOL, IS-C. RE TEL. CALL TODAY* KX LETTER TO 

DIRECTOR DATED OCTOBER SIXTH 'THIRTYNINE CONTAINS FIRST REPORTED IHFOR- 
MATION IN *X FILES. FIRST REPORT REFLECTING INVESTIGATION WAS SUB-, 

KX DATED APRIL TENTH j FORTYONE. THIS* v " 



^ 
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KITTED BY SA 

REPORT CONTAINS INFO ON HISTORY OF SCHOOL AND PEOPLE CONNECTED WITH 
IT, LETTER AND REPORT RZFISCT INVESTIGATION INSTITUTED ONLY AFTER ,: 
NUMEROUS ALLEGATIONS RECEIVED RE COMMUNIST ACTIVITY AT HFS. REPORT OF 

KX, f DATED DEC. THIRTYTH, FORTYONE AND SUMMARY REPORT fi 
KX DATED SEPT. TWELFTH, FORTYTWO CONTAIN INFORMATION 5 
CONCERNING BACKGROUND, PURPOSES AND ACTIVITIES OF HFS AS WELL AS '"'.■"' ... g 
PERSONS CONNECTED THEREWITH. N O ACTIVE INVESTIGATION MADE SINCE CLOS- 
ING REPORT OF SAC WM. A. MURPHY, KX, DATED JULY FOURTH, FORTYTHREE. -"' 




T ILE FAILS TO REFLE C T ANY PERTINENT INFO RMATION RECEIVED SINCE RECARP- 
I NC ANY REC OGNI ZABLE COMMUNIS T ACTIVITY ON THE PART OF TH£'s^H^bTT7 
ITSELF. HOWEVER ALLEGATIONS OF CP SYMPATHY oTacTIVITY~HAVE BEEN C# 
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RECEIVED ON PERSONS WHO WERE OR HAD BEEN CONNECTED WITH HFS BUT THESE 



INVESTIGATIONS DIRECTED SO LELY TOWARD THE INDIVID UAL S AND NOT THE H FS « 
30M E EXAMPLES ARE CASKS ENTITLED ^ BBBBBMBBMH AEA-A 
SM-C, BUFILE ONE SIXTEEN DASH ONE SEVEN SIX FOUR TWO SIX. 
LGE. M ll ^M-C. 
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PAGE TWO 



CP MATTERS, AFTER BUREAU AUTHORIZATION, 




FILE. NO COMMENT. WAS MADE BY| 
INTER-RACIAL CHARACTER OF. SCHOOL. 



OR AGENTS REGARDING THE 

WA., SM-C, 
fAS INTERVIEWED 
AFTER BU AUTHORITY IN EFFORT TO DEVELOP AS INFORMANT IN CP MATTERS 





■'.*■:■■■. ,.._■■_ -.!>. 



SINCE HFSJS.JOT A SCHOOL IN THE 
NORMAL SENSE BUT MERELY HAS SHORT SESSION LABOR^AND SOCIAL STUDY 
CLASSES USUALLY _OF TOO WEEKS. DURATION, NO^ CURRICULUM IS OFFERED 
KIIC WHICH WOULD NECESSITATE CHECKS WITH THIS SCHOOL ON APPLICANT CASES 



END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

NO CASES RECALLED WHERE APPLICANT INVESTIGATION MADE ON EMPLOYEES, 
STUDENTS, OR PERSONS ASSOCIATED WITH EXCEPT THOSE MATTERS 
PREVIOUSLY REFERRED TO. DUE TO VOLUME OF APPLICANT CASES THIS 
OFFICE PARTICULARLY AEA-A CASES, PEOPLE LIVING AT MONTEAGLE 
HAVE BEEN CONTACTED BUT AGENTS WORKING IN THAT SECTION ARE AWARE OF 
THE GENERAL NATURE OF THE HFS AND THEY ^HAVE ADVISED THAT N O INQUIRIES 
HAVE BEEN MADE CONCERNING , THE SCHOOL OF MATTER OF INTER-RACIAL 



CHARACTER OF SAME, I HAVE PERSONALLY CONTACTED ALL AGENTS 



tYE 



THIS OFFICE WHO HAVE WORKED IN MONTEAGLE AND VICINITY DURING PAST 

EAR AND ALL HAVE CATEGORICALLY DENIED THAT THEY HAVE DISCUSSED 
THE INTER-RACIAL CHARACTER OF THE HFS WITH ANYONE AND ADVISED THEY 
HAVE EXERTED UTMOST CAUTION TO PREVENT ANYONE FROM GAINING THE 
IKPRESSION THAT THE SCHOOL WAS BEING INVESTIGATED BY THE FBI. 

ROBEY 
END 

10-44 PM OK FBI WA LRP 
BZDISC PLS 
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DATE: lurch 5, 19 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover # 

rector, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Peyton Ford 

eputy Attorney (General 
jnQHLANDER__FOLK SCHOOL 
Information Concerning 

This will refer to your memorandum of February 26, ll^Vfirtf^***! - 

reply to my memoranda of February 19, 1951, regarding correspon dence w *- S 
from Mr ^MylesJforJtp^Jirecto 

Hon beagle, Tennessee, and from Mr. Alb ert J5, Saraatt- o f t he -Canarer 
School of Jheol ogy^ Baory JtoiyersitVj^Georgia. With the letter from 
Mr. Myles Horton I transmitted a draft of a proposed reply for your ^^ 
comment. In your memorandum under acknowledgnent you stat e in co n- 4*1 

nejsMPJLJ^JlJ^JL Jproj» sed_le tter jbojir^ Horton "I cannot^ accede^ to 
the~proposal o f having our Agents conduc t in teryieyis. at the High- 
lanoTer Folk School which would require bur Agents to submit written 
interrogatories at. all times, in all matters upon which the E3I may 
be seeking information from„;the , Highlander Folk School • » Tou add, 
furthermore, "Jjgarm^^ccedejio any res trie tion^Mch^wouldjpro- 
hibitjthe FBI _from interviewing any pers6n~£t ""saw fit" and add 
further "that ""rather than accede to any ^cK"re8trictidns, "X would 
prefer to instruct our Agents to refrain from any contact with' any 
member"' oiTthV Highlander Folk School staff." I note further from a 
letter which you addressed to Mr. Roger N. Baldwin, Chairman, Na- 
tional Committee, American Civil Liberties Union, under date of 
February 26, 1951, you advised him that since your contacts at 
the school have either been misunderstood or have become a source 
of irritation to Mr. Myles Horton, director of the school, you "have 
issued instructions to discontinue any direct contacts with an 
resentatives of the school. » 



- In this connection I want to d ra w carefu l attention to 
draft_of _the_ pr opos ed_r eplyjte lJ&t *^Hor.iop_whi ch_ I ; jfor warded^ with my 
memorandum of February 19 and to point out. that -J diiji££_8iiggeli 
tliaVyou" accede "to the request of iflr. Horton* My first point was 
tnat™there shouI'd^noraTalTy'be'no serious objection to having agents 
of the Bureau make their contacts at one central point; that is, the 
director of the school. This would not mean that further contacts 
may not be necessary or desirable. My second assumption in pre- 
paring this draft was that "if during the interviews it was desired 
to make stenographic recordings of the Questions and answers, or to 
answer questions propounded by the preparation of affadavits, I 
could see no objection to that course of action. In fact, it would 
seem that there might be considerable advantage to the Bureau. My 
letter did not contemplate that you accede to the request that you 
submit written questions in advance with regard to the seeking of 
information. 
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I particularly do n ot want to leave the Imp ressi on that 
I am urging any cha nge fo your present m ethod pl.cpn tag tfo ft Ijft ia 
School or an y other orjanj^tj&n^n^ 

to suggest ihatyou discontinue jd^ .contaots, yi^^tbls or a j yy 
o ther organiiaHoBLS Lli^^ ftre of T ft lM in 

p romoting the uprJc p-f .., ,thfi, JHVEJIflli The <***** TOS a suggestion of 
a possible solution, on which I wished your comments* 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



date: March 12, 19$^ 



Office Memorandum 

TO : MR. A. H. BEm 

from : MR. L. L. LAUGH. 

subject: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



Reference if made to the material forwarded by 
Congressman Adam Claukon Powell, Jr. to the Attorney General 
on February 20, 19511 Included in this material was a form 
letter dated February, 1951, captioned "Dear Friend" over th 
signature of Myles\&orton, Highlander Director of the Highlander 
Folk School. In this communication the statement appears, 
fi Yihat strategy prompted the FBI Agents to watch the school by 
,>i,ght and to harass neighbors with questions linking Negroes 
with Communism is not clear . " 




*W5 



At 11:50 A.M. today I called SAC Robey and advised 
him of the reference of this material to the Bureau. I particularly 
read the above statement and other excerpts from Horton 1 s letter. 
I inquired of Mr. Robey whether Agents of the Knoxville Off ice 
had conducted any surveillances at nighttime at or in the vicinity 
of the Highlander Folk School; also whether any informants 
have been contacted at or in the vicinity of the Highlander 
Folk School at night; and, further, whether the Knoxville Office 
uad conducted any neighborhood investigations at or in the 
vicinity of the Highlander Folk School at night. 

I requested Mr. Robey to look into this matter immediately 
and advise the Bureau promptly of the results of his check. 

A CTION: 

Immediately upon the receipt of this information from 
the Knoxville Office an appropriate memorandum will be prepared. 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE^M^BY^SSai^ 
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ifftl f.l L INFORMATION CONTAINED 
illi HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 
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S-05 P« ZSlO, 
ATTN- INSPECTOR L. L. LAUGHLIlT URGENT 
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FBI KNOXVILLE 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS DASH C. RE TELEPHONE CALL THIS DA' 

rm LOWING INFORMATION FURNISHED— 

1. KNOXVILLE OFFICE HAS NOT CONDUCTED ANY SURVEILLANCES AT NIGHT 
AT OR IN VICINITY HFS. 

2. KNOXVILLE OFFICE HAS NOT CONTACTED ANY INFORMANTS AT OR IN 
VICINITY HFS AT NIGHT. 

3. KNOXVILLE OFFICE HAS NOT CONDUCTED ANY NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATIONS 



U AT OR IN VICINITY HTS AT NIGHT. HOWEVER, 
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WAS CONTACTED FROM 
IN CONNECTION WITH CASE ENTITLED 
BY SAS ■■■■■■■? AND 
WAS NOT AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW UNTIL THIS TIME, 
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, Federal Bureau of Investigation ' - ■ • 
ord 
Forney General 



r ERNMENT 



I am quoting below, for your Information and for such action 
as you may deem appropriate, a letter dated February 15, 1951, M,, 
"Stressed to the Attorney General by Albert EyEarnett of the Can* i\§: 
School of Iheology, Bnory University, Bnory University, Georgia "~ 




"My long time and trusted friend, Dr. Myles Horton, 
Di re c tor o£flighlander Fo lk Sch ool at Monteagl e^Jtenneasee , 
has been in recent correspondence with you about the ac- 
tivities of agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
in that mountain community* Apparently, some agents have 
surmised that the free admission of negroes as students 
at Highlander constituted evidence of .communist point of 
view* These agents are said to have stated that such 
would be the natural interpretation on the part of many 
people in the region. This is, of course, a totally in- 
accurate interpretation, both of the school and of the ■ 
best sentiment in the southeast. Under supreme court 
authority many public institutions of higher learning 



Tela. Escoa __ 
Mr. H.=*» _ 
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V 



•f. 



have opened their registration to qualified negro student)*. * ** 
At the present time between 1100 and 1200 negro students 
are studying in such institutions. Southern people are 
more generally happy than unhappy over this outcome. 
Students here in my own institution recently voted as 
overwhelmingly favorable to the admission of qualified} rp£Dprn 
negro students* 

«I have known Dr. Horton and the Highlander Folk School 
since the foundation of that institution. I am a regular 
contributor to its budget and I am in deep sympathy with 
its programs and objectives. F. B. I. agents should be 
investing their time and the government's money in detect- 
ing the real enemies of America, rather than harassing 
those who so competently and intelligently support and 
extend democracy as the Highlander Folk School*I am 
sending a copy of this letter- to' Senator EsteTT&efauver, 
who is personally acquainted with Highlander Folk School 
and its staff and, to Dr. fiorton."/ '".-■ ,; ' : 
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FROM 



. Mr. j/i Edgar Hoover 



Dir^tor, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

PeTWTord ' - ., " . " 59053 

f DepuWA^orney General *j 

"•SUBJECT: 



£ 




.'There is attached hereto a>tter, with enclosures, 2S.„ik»*" 
Kr. Myle^fottL, Director of the^landerFolkSc^ool, »«W » fc .„ 
^nnes-eeTaddressed to the Attorney General under oa*e of January ^^ 

Before dispatching this reply, I would appreciate receiving 
your comments regarding it* 



*!r. Bwfcwmt. 
Kr. Keibi 
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February 19, 1951 
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Mr . Myles Horton 

Director, Highlander Folk School 

Monteagle, Tennessee t . , ^ ,.,,.. ... 

My dear Mr. Hortoni .--.,*. 7. . ,;.. ' ^ . ^-^^^^n^ 

"'' ■ ' ■" ■■".«■■; ■*:■■■.■■ >■. ^ ■ £ \ v* fclSf 4^ * '" 

This will acknowledge your letter of January 51, 198 1, aa V '■#&&<&&.&* 
dressed to the Attorney General, requesting advice about a prob- 
lem growing out of the attendance of negroes at the High l and er 
Folk School. Tou advise that the Highlander t»eutiv* Council <■ . .S^S^fc, 
members are disturbed by the exchange of oorrespondenee with XT* ■ .*T,^:.fe^:--i^ 
Hugh H. Clegg, Assistant Director of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation, and comment that if agents can deny what they hawa 
said, they can likewise report things they have not been toloV :/.^V'g$% ; , v 
Tou quote- a motion which was made by Hiss Lacy Randolph ^^iM§^ 
which provides that the Highlander Dlreotor shall speak for tholl $&&*&& 
staff and shall ask that all questions posed by any FBI agent* \\ ! 4:^m^s 
be put in writing and shall nake hie replies in writing pro- 7 
Tided legal counsel adrisee this action. Tou then request the 
Attorney General's advice as to the legality of the council's 
proposal that interviews be carried on In writing. ;*,. 

■ : '■■ '*- '^J5-V^ ; H' ■-' 
I should first point* out .to you that the Attorney General ^-^7 
is authorised by law to give^ovlee only to the President of too 
United States and to the various Departaent heads, in view of 
which I regret that the Departaent cannot advise you regarding y^vA/^M , u , 
the legal situation involved. It occurs to me, however, that ;'-V^^;^V--' 
there should normally be no serious objection to having Special .-. ■ ^ : :. %#:*£- 
Agents conUct the Highlander Director when desiring information V^^IJ;.-. # 
from the staff of the school as contemplated by the motion quotoa... : ;v^ .t^ 
in your letter. Furthermore, I would suppose that written w- v.:^!.:.^.^ 
plies to questions, either in the form of stenographic rocordiiig^^;i>. v ^V/l^,; 
of the questions and answers, or In the form of affidavits, would .■*&?;:*.*/"■. .:■< 
be quite satisfactory. I believe that you will find the agenta ^ ^^: 
quite willing to accede to your desires in this respect. ■ ^7^7^77^ 
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Tours sincerely, 



Peyton Ford 
Deputy Attorney General 
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C ■ : HIGHUvNEER FOUL SCHOX r 

sT^^jrirr of puhfo«, pbochwi ah> klkt 

Vie reaffirm our faith in democracy as a goal that will bring dignity and 
free*?aa to all; in democracy as an expandin3 concept encompassir .? h'Men 
" relations froc the smallest coouunity organize tion to interne tioiial struc- 
ture; and pe roe? ting *11 economic, social, end political activities. 

Democracy to vb ,-ntss* th?t .afcr.be rship in the huzan family entitles ail to 
i freedom" of thru^ht end re2i£on, to e^uftl rigjita to a livelihood, education 

I - and health; to erual opportunity to participate in the cultural life of 

j the community and to equal access to public services. 

I VJe hold th»t de-tocrocy is inactive unless vomers *re given a full voice 

\ in industry through unions; or f errors ere siv^-n r voice in the joarket 

j plr-ce through cooperatives; or -/here free dor. of thought end discission is 

I limited; th»t democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination 

j and segregation; thct the^e must be diversity of approach but each step 

r.ust be in conformity with the goal, which i* dishonored by each undemo- 
cratic act. » 

With * democratic goal, we are in a position to fif,ht anything that gets in 
the way, whether it be totalitarian communisa, or fascism or monopoly 
dominated capitalism. 

The purpose of the Highlander Folk School is to assist in creating leader- 
ship for democracy. Uur services aie available to labor, farm co jiunity, 
religious and civic organizations working toward a democractic goal. 

The neture of a specific educational program will be dete rained by the needs 
of the students. 

Use of the services of the School by individual organizations will be in 
accordance ?*ith th^ir own policies so long as these policies do not conflict 
with the .purposes oJ* ti*» School, a staff roenber will assist in planning 
end coordinating all program. 

'. The Highlander Folk School is a ,chertered institution, cooperatively owned 
by the teaching staff. It has ho affiliations. The policies and program 
of the School are wholly determined by an Executive Council composed' of the 
staff and recognized Southern leaders. 

Highlands r Folk School is supported by contributions from individuals, organ- 
izations scroti by the School, foundations and tuition. 

The times call for &n affinitive program, based on a positive goal. An 
* army of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles end traditions of 
the American people must be crated. By broadening the scope of democracy 
to include everyone, and deepening- the concept to include every relation- 
ship, the amy of de-socracy would be so vast and so determined thrt nothing 
undemocratic could stand in its path. 

Approved »y the EjsWtiwe Council, April 3rd, 1950 
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/Dr. John Dcwsy 
.•„/-JSaul D. Alinsky 
^£ Mr. it Mrs. Josoph Barnes 
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Algernon Bleck 

Dr. B» R. Brazoal 

Mrs. Ethel Clyde 

Rev. Withcrspoon Dodgo 

Clifford J. Durr 

Korndt Eby 

Mrs. Gladys Talbott Edwards 

Gertrude Ely 

Rev. W, J. Faulkner 

Mr. & i! r s. J. R. Filljnan 

Mrs. Harry Gcrshon 

Clinton S. Golden 

Gcorgo M. Guest, M,D. 

Mrs / Grace T. Hamilton 

Leon Henderson 

J, Lewis Henderson 

Rabbi Arthur Hcrtzborg 

Dr. Fleming Janes 

Dr. Charles S. Johnson 

Dr. Lilian W. Johnson 

Lewis Jones 

Max Justus 

^tvdft Kirchwcy 



SCHDOL SPONSORS 

vVMrs. Simon Kuhn 

)</ Mr. & Mrs. Corliss Lament 

% 
*S< Mrs. Ernest K # Lindley 

'^K k. A. Liveright 

i .. - 

>w Lucy Randolph Mason 
v* Dr. Benjamin E. Mays 

i 

X^Caroy McWilliams 
p Dr. Gcorgo Mitchell 
^*C Mrs* Lucy Spraguo Mitchell 
A Rev, Walter G. Muelder 
^A Dr. Rdinhold Hiebuhr 
v\ Jennings Porry 
*\ Clarcnoo E. Pickott 

Dr. Walter Rautcnstrouch 
Malcolm Ross 
Rev. Eugene Smathers 
^N Hilda W. Smith 
^ P. A. Stephens, M.D. 
*\ Jordan Stokes III 
y<\ Dr. Alva W. Taylor ^ \ 




^ Dr. John B. Thompson 

^\ Mrs. M. E. Tilly 

">C Dr. Willard Uphaus 

X GorharcfW^n Arkel 

^^ Jt Raymond Walsh 

*? Hon. * Mrs. J. Waties Waring 
N y / ^ubrcy Williams 

^- Thomas Williston, M J). 

>^ Dr. touis Wirth 
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Honorable J. Howard McGj 
United States Attorney Cei 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. McGratht 



• Uiss Lucy Bandolph Mason, Southern dcFrahic Relations 
Representative, has suggested that I ask your advice about * 
problem growing out of the attendance of Negroes at the Hi£i lander 
Folk School. Because of your own personal feeling in regard to 
discrimination, Miss Mason felt that you would understand the 
problem here and be in a position to gin advioe. 

The Highlander Folk School endeavors to put racial deooo- 
racy into practice; consequently we can expect a measure of opposi- 
tion. 

We hardly expected, however, to have Negro students oe.de 
the subject of investigations by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
On October 11th I wrote Senator Kstes Kefauver that FBI agents were 
asking our neighbors about the attendance of Negroes and implying 
that our non-discrimination policy was communistic and immoral. 
This line of questioning has created confusion in the minds of our 
neighbors regarding the rights of Negroes to bs at the School. 

On December 10th I raised this ouestion with Mr» Hugh H. 
Clegg, Assistant Director of the Federal Ifcireau of Investigation, 
and qaoted one of the FBI agent e who had told .me that he thought 
our enclosed news release condemning discrimination would be con- 
sidered conmunistic by a majority of Southern people. 

The apparent confusion of racial democracy with communism 
by the FBI agents and the implication of this kind of thinking 
alarmed the Highlander Executive Council members who met January 22 , 
and 23. 
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Honorable J« Howard McGrath page 2 January 31, 1951 



Council members were also disturbed by the exchange of 
correspondence with Mr, Clegg. If agents can deny what they have 
said, they can likewise report things they haw not been told* Since 
they go in pairs, the person interviewed Is at a disadvantage. 

With this problem in mind, a notion was made by Miss Lucy 
Randolph Mason "that, because of previous misunderstandings in inter- 
views with FBI agents, the Highlander Director shall speak for the 
str-ff and shall ask that all questions posed by any FBI agents be 
put in writing, and shall make his replies in» writing - provided 
legal counsel advises this action* ■ 

The Council is not raising the queetion of giving inform- 
ation, but of giving it in such a way that the person interviewed has 
the protection of a written record. Could you advise us as to the 
legality of the Council proposal that interviews be carried on in 

writing. 

We shall greatly appreciate your advice on this matter. 

Very sincerely yours, 



Mylss Horton, Director 
Highlander Folk School 



P, S. I want to pass on a comment on this letter made by a neighbor, 

cc: Senator Estes Kef au-ver 
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Hi^lander Folk School Tor immediate release 

**onteagle, Temetsee 

UonteagLe, Tennessee • • • November 20, 1950 • . ."Our Christinas bells could 
be freedom bells if we dared include ell minorities in our circle of brother- 
hood," '-iyles Horton told a conference of church leaders at the Hi^.landsr 
Folk School. 

"Freedom bells ringing in the cabins of Negro share croppers, ringing 
for eager minded students with opportunities limited by accident of birth, 
and freedom bells echoing in distant lands could fill the troubled world with 
thoughts of peace on earth and good will toward man," he said. 

"Hi^ilandsr's democratic program is based on, the brotherhood of 
man. Democracy to us means that membership in the human family entitles all to 
the freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education 
and health j to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of the 
casaunity and to equal access to public services," the religious leaders were 
told, 

"We hold that democracy is inactive unless workers are given a full 
voice in industry through unions; or farmers are given a voice in the market 
place throu^i cooperatives; or where freedom of thought and discussion la 
limited; and that democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched dis crimination 

and segregation. 

•The tfcres call for an affirmative program, based on a positive goal," 
said Horton. "An army of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles and 
traditions of the American people must be created. By broadening the scops • 
of democracy to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every 
relationship, the army of democracy would bs so vast and so determined that 
nothing undemocratic could stand in its path.* 
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Et. 1 

Tracy City, Tennessee 

Jan.31, 1951 

Dearkylesx ^ 

'. This, to my cdnd, is a thoroughly honest end perfedtly concise expression 
of the problem you present. I cannot see how Mr. McGrath can fail to under— 
stand its significance, and understanding, fail to take steps toward ths pre- 
vention of future trouble* 

Please feel free to use ne as a reference if you haw such need* I a* 
always willing to speak or write ay convictions regarding your personal inte- 
grity and the high purpose of Highlander, 

I eas here some years before you came. The newness of your program aroused 
wonder and even suspicion in the community. We heard wild tales of communistic 
intent, alliance with Bussia, machine guns in the attic and varous forms of 
immorality. People came to me with these extrabagant rumors, begging me to 
"do something about it." I did do something. I visited the school when you 
and Don 'fast gave a "play-party" for the children of our community. I went 
again when Jim Dombrowski started a Bible study class* T/e learned a good deal 

> about social conditions in the days of Amos and Uicah. I went to a meeting 

held after a neighbor's house had burned down and you started plans - and 
funds - for building a new home for him. I went to a Christman party where I 
helped with the children's games and saw you play Santa Claus with a bag of 
presents. Once I went to a sewing bee, another neighborhood benefit. I was 
sick at the time the P. ?• A. was organized in your living room, but X heard 
all about it. I heard, too, of other "good deeds" — by this time the neighbors 

4 / had something else to talk about than the fearful fantasies of the early days. 

One dark night, Jim went a good way to bring a doctor for <~ne of my school 
girls in time to save her and her baby. "I didn't know there ware such good 
folks," one neighbor woman said. Then I heard about the time that Claudia Lewis, 
the Hursery School teacher, and another one from Highlander, prepared all that 
was needful to bury a little child in a very poor family. 

All these things and many more convinced me that your purpose and plan for 
coding to live in our community was essentially good and had no ulterior motive. 
in later years I have learned more of your practical program, your concept of 
true democracy in your policy of non-discr5mination, non -segregation, and your 
actual example in living what you believe. I know a minister who said, 1 wish 
t m%iA f*»i that I came as near as Uyles Horton to real consecration to the 
Cause of real Christianity." 
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Uylea Horton page 2 Jan. 31, 1951 

^ . i . ■ . . 

"Do you think Highlander is radical?" The last time I was asked this 
question, I gave this answer which I would give today* "Tea, they are radical — 
as radical as the Declaration of Independence - or the Sermon on the Mount," 

It is because you dare to believe that not only "all urn are created free and 
equal", but that there should be "liberty and Justice for all" that you are radi- 
cal. And the one who bade all men to act like brothers, made no difference be- 
tween his white children and the black* 

I deplore the recent "investigation" of the FBI agents, implying as it did, 
that your non-discrimination policy toward Negro students constituted proof of 
your communis tic .nature, purpose, plan arid intent. When x-acial democracy can ba 
cwirused with comnuniam in the minds of F ft I agenta, there ia cauae for alarm,* 
it seems to me. Our corantunity has come a long way in appreciating and under- 
standing the policy of Highlander, its principles, its practice of real democracy. 
But thia faith though fostered for so n any years by living proof and example, 
cannot fail to suffer from the ahock of a visit from the F B I in which the 
school's policy of n on -discrimination .is given a red tag and lagal, 

..1th all thia is, mind, I an glad you have written this letter to MrJtcGrath. 
I hope it leads to a definite understanding which will affect all future 

interviews. 

With best wishes for you and the rest of the Highlander staff, I remain 

Your friend, 

Hay Justus 
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I Highlands r Folk School 

Uonteagle, Tennessee 
December 10, 1950 



Hr. Hugh K. Clegg 

Assistant Id rector 

Fedptfu bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 

l#.*r iir. Cleggi . » 

1 was pleased to read from the International Labor News 
Service that you feel that the "success of connunisa" 
can t* measured b;- the wpatoesses of de-aocracy. I am led 
to believe by your analysis of the situation that you 
wovild approve the enclosed statement of policy of the 
Highlander Folk School. 

In the South, people are often criticised who believe as 
wf do h?ie ?.t Highlander that discrimination is incompati- 
ble with democracy. In fact I was told recently by one of 
your agents that the contents of tte enclosed ners release 
would be considered corn-minis tic by a majority of Southern 
pe ople • . ' 

I sincerely tfeust that the position taken by you in the 
Hew York Herald Tribune forum is the official position of 
the F.BJ,, and not the position implied by the activities 
of your representatives who have questioned our neighbors 
regarding visits of teg roes to the School* 

Would you clear this matter up for me? 

Sincerely yours, 



Myles Horton 

Director 
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-'*•• .'^lee an- ton 
wlrooter 

iii^taflaatfr Folk i*swft 
Itxrtxs* ;;le , 'itott 

^enr £lr» 



I hie will oclo>ovlod£e your letter of 
'••oooriser 10 # I960* 

It t&* lone bocn tiie eetfcblUned ^rooedure 
of thle iuiwiu to rofrfein irva e«w»ttns on Urn 
oOitonont. of atj and s^rpoooe of boy or ^ni* Hone 
* a) i tie refer©, wo o^raiot ooos>nt on the poll dee 
of y>ur • diool» 

v.ltsi r*jkv& to tl» et»t«c*nt that you 
feVbributod to u iijjeotul AqoiA of 1hi» bureau* 1Me 
urlUedvlee tn*t I :«v« oiico&d el Hi the two Speoiel 
Ajonte «ho o~>r.l&ot«d yo- on fceoetfcor 7» X050» VUny 
on^Atloully deny Inet you *iW©d ibea the n»we 
rolocse or tbut tuoy lede nqy etater»nt« t> yon 
r*.» toly e^iroaotdnc y*** &Ue^tloa# 

Very traly yours* 



A«»iet»at ^Ireoter 
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from Highlander 1 xecutive Council minute • *.*'.' 

(page 3) Jan 23-23, 1951 

Hortoa gave a full report on some recent activities of F B I agents who ar* 

questioning people in the community* The agents haw been asking neighbor* shout 

Hegroee attending or visiting Highlander, Horton read a letter he wrote Senator 

Kefauver which snide; in part J "They (the F B I agents) haw been particularly 

inaietent in their questions about the attendance of Negroes at Highlander 

session* and conferences. They wanted to Know where people sleep and what goes 

on after the conference g are owr • • • X hops you can find time to look into 

this situation and do bom thing to stop intimidation of our neighbors and the 

I inference that the non-disc rininat ion policy of the school, which le that of th» 

CIO and AFL, is communistic and immoral," 

Morton continued that the agents are going around the community trying to stir 

up the people by asking loaded questions about the Negro students at Highlander* 
I 

it? an time, Horton read a newspaper report that the assistant director of the ?BI 

i made a speech at the New Tork Heralkl Tribune forum in which he said discrimination • 

{ 

i was incompatible with democracy, Horton congratulated the FBI spokesman and 

reported a comment made to him ay an F B I agent who said that a Highlander News 
I release which condemns dis crimination 9 would be considered comnunlstio by a majority 

of southern people. The FBI Assistant Director answered that he had personally 
I checked the. matter and that both agents who talked with Horton, denied emphatically 

! 

j unking any such statement* 

•u*i *,* winged discussion, it was moved by Lucy Randolph tfacon that, because 

of previous misunderstandings in interviews with FBI agents, the Highlander 

Dirsctor shall speak for the staff and shall ask that all questions posed by any 

F B I agents be put In writing, and shall make tds i« piles in writing - providsd 
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tna. hl^hlimtter ***eutii* oo»»ncll minute • 



iaeal coi*vo*l wWiaca this Mt on, Uotlon a* ©ends d by Fall MlHaats 
and pa>sad« 

It wa.«» also micflp8t4»d by Ml"* Mason that th» rin>ct©r nhall writ* 
U.'..' .Attorney General Howard MoCrath and rsvlsw thla aituatlon and explain 
to him why m haw b*en forosd to tat9 thi» actionj and that a »py of 
this latter shall b* »snt to Sana tor **tauwr and Hl^hlandtr Sponsors* 
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O/fe Memorandum • united states government 



DIKECTOR, JSI ATO.t TflSISCTQR L. L. IAU3BICT DATE: 3AV51 

sac, BfamLn 

TEOHIANEER FOHC SCHOOL 
EXTERNAL SECURITT - C 
(Buf ile 61-7511) 

Enclosed herewith is article >hy BICKHEU^OBAIKS 
entitled^chool Spurs Bacial Amity in Southland" vhich 
appeared in the 3/8/51 i"ue of the Chriatian Science Monitor. 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
^ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 



RECORDEi - 25 
INDEXED - 26 
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School Spins', j 
Kacial Amity 
In Southland 



The Southern 
Success Story — DC 

This is the ninth in a series of 
one of the nation'* outstanding . 
economic developments, the 
comeback in the southern states. 
In gathering 'material for these 
stones, ,Afr, Bubanks traveled 
into every section 0/ the South. 

By BickneH Eubanks 

' F'"ff Correspondent 'of 
The Ciiristion Science Monitor - 

Monteagle, Teiui. 

Practical methods of solving 
racial problems are being sought 
at the Highlander Folk School 
here high atop the beautiful 
Cumberland Plateau. 

Southern whites and Negroes, 
fire being brought together in 
realistic fashion. And these whites 
and Negroes 1 are going back out 
into the region to preach that 
racial harmony is possible. Tot 
they have 1ried to learn frouj 
drily experience that the differ r 
fences which now seem insuw- 
[nountabie can be overcome. I 

The visitor to Highlander se*s 
i 1 tie in the physical plant of the 
.siiijol that looks especially ex- 
perimental. He notices buildings 
o.' simple, bcr-utiful design (they 

* .;c designed by Carl Koch, 
C "nbrid^e,. Mass., architect). A 
r' "■ school toy moJnta'nccr chil- 
r ,r» and a lihnu-y arc the only 
t > buildings which suggest it is 
a school.* 

Acucplcd by Hill Folk # 

But Myles Horton, who founded j 
this unique institution, points to j 
the school's record of seeking to I 
lift the veil of suspicion and fear 
throughout the South. Mr. Horton, 
himself a native of Tennessee, ex- 
plains .that h« has had to. over-: 
cevne suspicion and threats to get. 
the school wl\ere it is today, Now, 
:; ?■ :.'g been accepted by the motm-, 
tainerrs. and many". southerners' 
01 v ut-^uiiinig u> fiuaut its sue-, 
cess. ' .'.;■': ' ' .. -:.*■' 

"If .really is hard to. describe 
just what the school Is," Mr. Hor- 
ton .says. ^ You hist can't type it. 
It's neither one thing nor another,. 
but a combination, of many. 

thmgs.'V -,..:• . .'■'.. 

The -operating, policy of the 

• school is quite -£stn lie. it accept 
adult students stilt .by various. or- 
ganizations to en-^s-e in t-p-v.c- - 



-ftmnlte ''Story " : ^ 

One of "Ht< ' Horton 1 * favorite 
stories is 'of a gouth western oil 
union local head- who came to the 
school to attend a seminar on 
labor questions,- He -hid been 
sponsored by his local, Mr. Hortqn 
learned that the oil worker W*fc 
a leader. of the Ku-Klux Klan 
in his home town. 

"I didn't say anything to him »t 
first," Mr. Horton explains. "But 
you can imagine his surprise when 
he found his bunk pate was a 
Negro. He was tjufet for. .two Or 
three days, but you could see he 
wes getting ready to boil over." 

Finally, Mr. Horton says, the 
oil worker came to him and 
claimed he had been "tricked." 

"I pointed out to him that he 
had had our folder explaining 
what the school was' and that, he 
had had plenty of opportunity 
to find out what the school was 
before he came." 
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min«. who.. <»nU*^a*<J3J«" b J *? f~« . _ 



fits they ,have ' gained from 

Highlander,.. . 

The schoqi has an imposing 
list of sponsors, including Dr. 
John Dewey, Clifford J, Durr, 
Mary Mcl^eod Bethune, Leon 
Henderson, Aubrey Williams, Dr. 
Kelnhold Niebuhr, and Federal 
Judge J. Waties Waring. . 

The " school was founded In 
1932 when Mr. Horton and ■ 
friend sold the idea to Dr. Lilian 
W. Johnson 0* Memphis. Dr. 



Leader Quit Klan 

He shouted that he still frit he 
had been tricked, and that lfc was 
going home. Mr. Horton told bun 
hrf would have a job of explaining 
tq] do, because pictures of him 
efting with Negroes already had 
Men sent- to his local. 
'The oil worker stormed out of 
the "building. For several days he 
thought hard. All this time he 
continued to attend the discus- 
sions, ate with the rest of the 
group* and? continued to room 
wi*h the Negro. 

He began" to see that his be- 
liefs had been based on miscon- 
ceptions, Mr. Horton says. 

"He didn't know what to ex- 
pect when he got back home, but 
we had shown him through the 
simple method of bringing him 
into contact with Negroes that he 
had been wrong," Mr. Horton 
says. 



financed by contributibns irom 
many individuals, including Mrs. 
Franklin D. , Roosevelt. He ex- 
plains that most of the contribu- 
tions come in small amounts, in- 
dicating to him that they come 
from people pretty close to the 
grass roots of the South. 
r He has letter? by the score 
from people all over the South 
who have attended session at 
Highlander. He is pleased with 
Jhem all. for to him, they are 



Johnson give them a building ; symbols showing he is on the 
and about 200 acres of land-all right road. Perhaps, th°"«£. ™ 
run dov.n. The friend -toon left, fa proudest of . ^* "£££ 
but Mr. Horton kept on. , from a Negro fertilizer workei 

From the first the school has- in Mississippi, who wrote: 



been under attack. Even labor 
unions eyed the school with some 
suspicion. But when Mr. Horton 
held the first CIO school in the 
South, the working men began to 
change their opinions. 

Farmer* Welcome^ ; r ; v % 
■ 'The school "welcomes" 1 farmers. 
In tact Mr. Horton has turned 
.much of the direction of; the 

school itself over to an asftstant, 

'Catherine Winston, and it con- 

ieiitrating his efforts to bri|g in- 

'ditrial workers and farm*s of 

thf South c'oser together. *. 

/But. Mr. Horton.-fa riot beim* 

overoptimistic. He • realizes that 

the southern traditions of separa- 

i'on of rac:s are .toe stron? to 

remove overnl3bt. Ke still fs 

ccnlV tnt of t -e ul'.lmK'e remove 

of th:..e f"*~crenccs, in s-vte o 

onft.nt ?t^ac'-s on his fchool 

f rom many southern political 

leaders.'" r'-'l*&\.--- ,.-.,.. 
In answer to charges that be 

faar-ying to stir up trouble *n the 
South, ■•• this , young southerner 
•points to bJs school's statement 
of purpose: >_ \.i 

reaffirm our faith In de- \. 



"I can say for myself this is the 

first time that I have had 1 

chahce to dweU together witl 

white and, colored friends 11 

unity, if the whole world hac 

this unity, it would not be an: 

trouble for us to go to the poll 

and vote. Neither would there b 

ny prejudice or discriminalior 

u Klux Klan, or hate campaign.' 

, , . We would have peaceJ in 

Jead . of hate, tolerance histea 

lo\ discrimination and prejudge. 



»avs. ."We rcanirm our i«um »« y-- \i 

"There is a sequel to this story. - . mo cracy as a goal that will bring r- 
This oil worker went home, and yignityand freedom to^ all; in 



shortly after he got back a rival 
union tried to raid his local, 
-tried to persuade this man to 
join them and carried on the at- 
tempted raid .on a racial basis. 
But the oil worker defied them, 
pitched in, and defeated the rival 
union. He is now one of the town's 
outstanding leaders and a strong 
advocate of -equal rights." - 

And. he has quit .the Klan, Mr. 
Horton adds. 

Founded in \tZ2 

Highlander still h?s its "foes. 
Although it is chartered by the 
State of Tennessee as an .educa^ 
tional institution, .there are Those' 
who claim * it is not truly a 
school* But the neighboring 
m puntainpe rx point to the day 
school, which has bee i t a be ow * to 
their children. And nearby coal 



dignity....™. -. 

democracy as an expanding con- 
cept encompassing human rela- 
tions from the smallest com-. . 
munity organization to interna- ' 
ifdiialStrtrtturfct -and. ^erriyealmg 
ill . ecoiiomic.-^clal, ind . po$i- : 
cat activities'. '' -"-..■-"'■■'■ 

"Democracy to us means that 
membership in the human 
family entitles all. to ireedom of 

fuihi and religion, to equal 
fits "to a livelihood, education^ 
[ hoalib; to equal ..oriorturlty 
participate in thc/cullv.r&l I -'a 
the community: and to eqlal 
ess to public services. . . ."J 
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lorton explaipi 
vihal they are leaders P* 
vknt the , type « r " 
foVow oth-*' 

tb>^^' ... . vl :--.VV. 



.^•ca-^T-rrent prob. [IL !KT0RMATI0N CONTAIM" 

**"\Ve want only leaders,**- '». }£RF« W ,( 

explains." "We dpft't ca|e 



10 •■-" 






^ 




m 



( 



. t ;;..,-: ;.vi ,~\, ~~ -V-v ■■':' •-■■.•.>■■- ■■'■^'.'- ■'■'-■"■ 









Talking Things Over 




T\fl: 



r Wlnderoth Stundir* 

\ I Participant Gives His Views at Highlander Folk School 
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Office Memorandum 
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TO 
FROM 



: D. If. Ladd 
J A, H. Belafot^ 



date: March 13, 1951 



SUBJECT: HIC-HUNDER FOLK SCH 
- INTERNAL SECURITY - 
Bufile 61-7511 



PURPOSB 




ML INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE ^p/W BY<S?%, 



d*/ 





Mndy 




To submit for your approval the attached memorandum to jj 
Mr. 'Peyton Ford which is in answer to additional material which the* 
Department forwarded to the Bureau relating to the captioned matter. 

DETAILS 

March 9, 1951, the Department furnished the Bureau 
certain material which had been sent to the Attorney General by" 
Congressman /Adam Claytoa^owell, Jr m , of the 22nd Congressional District, 
New York, which material had been received either .directly or indirectly 
fr.om ltyles\florton, Director of the Highlander Folk School. 

A review of this material reveals that it is very similar to 
the material previously forwarded to the Bureau by Mr. Peyton Ford and 
which was answered in our memorandum to him dated February 26, 1951* 

photostatic copies of this material have been made and it is 
suggested that the originals be returned to Mr. Peyton Ford together 
with our reply to hira. 

A review of this material reveals that in the letter addressed 
to "Dear Friend" dated February, 1951, signed by Itiyles Horton, the 
second paragraph contains a statement, "wliat strategy prompted the FBI 
Agents to watch the school by night and to harass nei^ibors with questions 
j linking Negroes with Communism is not clear." This statement can be 
J construed as a new allegation on the part of Horton that the FBI has 
j bsen conducting physical surveillances at night on the Highlander Folk 
\ School. 



6^ 



In view of this new allegation, SAC Robey of the Khoxville 
Office was telephonically contacted on March 12 and requested to 
furnish any facts relating to the allegation. On the same date SAC 
Robey advised the Bureau by teletype as follows x 
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"I, [Knoxville Office has not conducted any surveillances 
> | at night at or in vicinity HFS. 

^ *2* iKnoxville Office has not contacted any informants at 
/or in vicinity HFS at night. 

^p- »3, Knoxville Office has not conducted any neighborhood 

investigations at or in vicinity HFS at nigit« However, 
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Under date of February 27, 1951, the Knoxville Office was 
instructed to sake no contacts whatsoever at the Highlander Folk 
School and that all the 'Agents in the Khoxville Office should be 
further instructed that no discussion pro or con should be made 
with any individual concerning the Highlander Folic School, 

ACTION 

Inasmuch as this allegation of Horton that the FBI conducted - 
a physical surveillance of the Highlander Folk School at nigit is 
erroneous, there is attached hereto for your approval a memorandum tn 
jfr* Peyton Ford so advising him. The material which Ur. Ford forwarded 
to the Bureau IS also being rtiyned to him, photostatic copies having 
been made for our files. 
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. Office NLetnot andum • united states government 



TO 



FROM : 



SUBJECT: 



PURPORT? 



J 

THe director ^^^f^^ 
D. M, Ladd yy / \ 

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



date: February 27 ^ JL^pX^ 



fiwurrg f.-:. : ■■,.;:;J!y / 







To answer the questions you asked with 
information set out in my memorandum of February 
is attached. 

Classified 
detai ls Declassify 
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pect to the 

which 

(2 J Tou wanted to know the identities of the individua l s 
wh o handled various .nhxuma g/LlM.3 si tuati on which 
arose in connection with t he H i g h lander ~ Fo Hr~Sch o o 1 . 

The or i ginal com jjlaJ.nt.^reaard,incL -iAia- .e n tir.&- mat ter.., was 
received in- a letter dated December 10, 1950, from Mr ,. Myles Morton, 
Director of the Highlander Folk School, addressed to Mr, H,H,Clegg, 
Mr. Clegg referred this communication to the Security Investi gative 

Divi sion for handling. The re&ly_ma.s prepar~ ed-~bv^uf £r ui3) 

Rafter the matter had been discussed with ■ B / 

. ^ne\i Ini e r_n a_ l__JSe cur i ty Section, Mr,.Lauahlin qt! ^ Fr i or 
**to preparing the reply, Mr. Laughlin called the Knoxville Office 
and SAC Robey, after questioning the Agents who interviewed Horton 
on December 7, 1950, advised that the Agents had categorically de- 
nied they had made the statement attributed to them by Horton* 

The reply originally was prepared for the Director l s sig- 
nature, Mr, Belmont recommended it would be more appropriate to 
reply over Mr, Clegg f s , signature. This was done* This letter was 
initial ed, by Messrs, ■ ft Laughlin, Belmont and Winterrowd 

and s igned ~&y Mr, Cle^^^^^^^^^ *"" * " 
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Baldwin of the 
to you dated 
February SI, 1951, and 
was 



ph ase of this_ ^atter^ arose joh en ^,Mr, Roger 
Ame r ican~Civ~i~X "Libert ies'lUn'i'on . directed a letter 
February 14, 1951, The cover memorandum dated 

the pro posed lette r to Mr, Baldwin, which 
attached, we r e prepar e i J\\{ BBBUBB a /^ e .J m &}&.?. u . ?$.\9 * J? * th 
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F, J. Baumgardner_i 
\nitjalesL~ bv kessrs, ^^^ 
Mr. Nichols and Mr, Rosen, 
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H, Belmon t, 
^Laughlin^ 



_ They were 
1, R, Belmont, 



The 
ceipt of __ two memoranda 
both dated February 19, 



t hi^rd phase_of_ thjs situation was initiated by the re- 
from Mr, Peyton Ford, 



1951, In Mr, Ford's 



Deputy Attorney Generaly 
communications, he forf { 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

warded a letter dated January 31, 1951, addressed to the Attorney 
General from. Myles Horton, Director of the Highlander Folk School, 
together with certain other material which Horton had forwarded 
with- his letter. Ur. Ford also forwarded the contents of a letter 
dated February 13, 1951, addressed to the Attorney General by 
Albert E. Barnett of the Candler School of Theology, Emory Uni- 
versity, Georgia. Th ese memoran d a from Ur. Fo rd raised a ddi tion- 
a l questions which were set forth in mv nemo ran^usCjLf 'February 83, 
1~§5T. To th a t„ me m o r.a ndu. m* prepare d ' by ' MHMHp a n ! F ± J * 
Baumgardner, were attached proposed let vers to Mr. Hoger Baldwin 
and to JH r T~Feyton Ford. This memorandum was initialed by A. H. 
Belmont, F. .7. Baumgardner and 
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Tou inquired when 

viewed and who is he. 




was inter- 
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___^____^_^^__ 3 reported in the 

referenced memorandum, the Highlander Folk School was not dis- 
cussed during this interview. 

In addition to the above questions, you instructed 
that the Knoxville Office be advised not to discuss the High- 
lander Folk School pro or con with anyone.. 

Eisner 
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27ie JTnoxuilJe Office has been so instructed* 

You further instructed that the proposed letters to 
Mr. Roger Baldwin and to Mr. Peyton Ford, which were attached 
to my memorandum, of February 23 y 1951, both be changed. 

Both of these letters were changed pursuant to your 
instructions. 

ACTION 

. The Security Investigative Division sincerely regrets 

\that a situation such as this did arise and you may be assured 
\that every endeavor will be made to profit from this experience, 



PoniWntia! 
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28 5 madison avenue 

NEW YORK I7 r N.Y. 

TELEPHONE MU«f»AY MILL B-IB8Z 



March 14, 1951. 
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Mr. Louis B.Nichols 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 



■ y 



Dear Lou: 



I received a letter from 



whom I do not know, with respect to alleged 

O 
improprieties practiced by the FBI agents in relation to the High-. 

lander Folk School, of Monteagle, Tennessee. I am sending you 
herewith copy of a letter I have written to 
Best, 

Yours! 
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My dear 

X have forwarded your communication down to the American Civil 
Liberties Union. It is the kind of a situation In which the Union eight 
veil be interested* 

Has anybody from your organization thought of going down to 
see Edgar Hoover, or one of his associates? I have great respect for 
his integrity, anc* above all # know that if any of his employees have 
acted improperly, he always welcomes an opportunity to be informed of 
the charges. Without such information no official can ever correct im- 
proprieties in his staff. 

iJincerelv yours, 
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tfr. Morris L. Srnat 
Greenbaum, Tolff and Srnat 
285 Madison Avenu* 
hew York 17, Mew Tork 
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Dear llorriai 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE rdtfirt BY FfrKi 
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*Kank you very much for wrtting to Lou 
Nichols on March 14, 1951, and furn ishing a cop y 

of your letter of the same date to 

regarding the Highlander folk School. <, 

I was pleased to note you suggested that 

contact one of my associates or ne 

regarding his allegation* I most certainly would 
like to know the basis of his complaint so that any 
misunderstanding night be clarified. 

In this same connection, I wrote to 

Mr* Roger *• Baldwin on February 26, 1951, and in 

view of your interest I an enclosing a copy of my 
letter* 

Sincerely, 
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CC: KnoxviJle with copies of tit66ming& ■'.',. 
Mew To'rk"Q£t?i copies of incojtfjtgs." ' ^ 
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tfr. Peyton Ford 

Deputy Attorney General 

Director, TBI .;" : - A 

^IltflJ.NDZR FOLK SCHOOL 
INFOSMTIOS CONCSRXim 



Uarch 28, 1951 
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Reference t$ made to tne *ev*cr aa*wa ***rvn **, ***+, 
which the Attorney General received fro* Luoy Bandolph Uason, 
Southern Public Relatione Representative of the Congreee •/ 
Industrial Organizations, Atlanta, Georgia, relating to the 
/I a „.*# .£> » s ff« rA v*.hn»g made a typewritten copy of this letter 
/ fo%*lur* files and are returning the" original herewith to you* 

/ The enclosed letter is very similar to previous letters 

received by the Attorney General fron Uylee Borton, Director of 
the Highlander Folk School, and Albert £. Barnett Oj *«e Cancer 
School of Theology, Enory University, Georgia, which were discussed 
in considerable detail in ny memorandum to you of February 26, 1951* 
The letter from, Miss Xason is also similar to the letter from 
<?Gngr-ci3G.»tan A<sa-n Clayton Powell, «7r%. addressed to the Attorney 
General, which mas dlscus9ed in' my viesiorandum to you of March 13, 
2951. 

The natters mentioned by Miss Mason were answered 
pTxZV i ous ±y »n *&y memoranda rsj srr€<*» t*o auove aftu no j ur^ner aov^on 
is contemplated by this Bureau in connection therewith* 





ths 



ry) 

*■'■: r 2 ''•'♦? 

KMO 



"-c 









a 



'hX^A^. 



Tol*on__ 

U<W 

el*™ 

i31*rln_ 

Irtcy 

JBU 

?>i». So 



HECOSDII - 25 



umfVCR 



'/'P/ 















c 



.tfi'iJiJiJ^" 



*■,-■ :;•;.-! ..., r: - fjr v ;'■■ ■■•■ ■.*/>■•; ■-■-?.'■ ■ 



TRUE COPY 



CONGRESS CF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATION 



Lucy Randolph Mason 
Southern Public Relations 
Representative 
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Hon. J* Howard IfcGrath 
Attorney General 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. IfcGrath: 

As a member of the Executive Council of the Highlander 
Folk School, I was pleased to know from Myles^Korton, the 
director, that a number of people had written to you concerning 
the recent visit to the School of FBI agents. 

It is very disturbing that when the FBI visits the school 
the question of Negro attendance there seems to be a contribut- 
ing factor in confusing the School with Communism. This 1b very 
dangerous, as I am sure you will agree. 

In fact this whole manifestation of confusion In the minds 
of reactionary people between unions, Negroes and Communists 
comes up often enough to deserve thought and care - and some 
basic instruction to FBI investigators, especially those who are 
southern and have deep prejudices - against Negroes, and often 
against CIO union people. 

I have been on the Highlander Council for some twelve 
years and have knovm the School for a longer time. I rarely 
miss a meeting. Also I have taught in the School almost every 
season and have spent days there. So I can testify from personal 
knowledge that the School is a sound, healthy institution, 
doing a good job in helping train union leaders (AFofL as well 
as CIO). 

If high character, devotion to the workers 1 cause, and 
belief that union members will be better leaders and citizens 
for having had some "workers' education" spells Communism, it 
can only do so with very ignorant and prejudiced persons. 

Even though a sever case of flu prevented my writing nearer 
the time of the incident that caused the letters, I am writing now 
as I am sure you will want to know what reactions followed the 
FBI visit to Highlander. 

'-' 3 
</ '■ / Cordially yours, 



/e/ Lucy Rr-flason 
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Ur. Peyton Ford 

Deputy Attorney General 



Director* TBI 
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Pur«uan< to your regit *«t # the attaofced 
letter dated Marah 20 9 1951 g addressed to Congressman 

Adam Claytopffovell, Jr* M and prepared for your _ 
signature j has been reviewed* 

This mill advise that we have no objections 
or changes to make in connection with your reply to 
Congressman Powell in its present for*. I an, therefore, 
returning the letter together uith your other attachments* 
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OFFICE OF THE DEPUTT ATTOHI'ET GENERAL 
WASHINGTON .•:>'. " 
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Honorable Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. . ■ '' 

House of Representatives . 
Washington, D. C # ., 

My dear tfr. Congressman: ■■" " ■ . 

This will refer to your transmittal memorandum of Feb^ "\ 
ruary 20, 1951, addressed to the Attorney General, forwarding * 

a communication, "with enclosures, from Mr. Kyles Horton, Dir— ; 
ector of the Highlander Folic School, Konteagle, Tennessee. 

This. material is very similar to material that was pre-/ -.--«. 
viously forwarded to the Department by Mr. Horton, at which 
time the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation ad- 
vised that he had checked into the allegation made by Mr. Horton, 
and he wished to assure the Department that the Bureau had never • 
investigated the Highlander Folk School, any representative of 
the school, or any other individual on the ground that the 
Highlander Fold School or the individual participated in inter- 
racial educational activities nor have the Bureau Agents in- 
quired relative to the interracial aspects of that school. 

It is noted that Mr. Horton, in his letter dated Feb- 
ruary, 1951, addressed to "Dear Friend", makes a new allega- 
tion in the following words: ,T fthat strategy prompted the FBI 
Agents to watch the school by ni^it ♦ . • " 

Ihe^Tederal Bureau of Investigation, through its Knoxville 
office, made a most careful check concerning this allegation that 
a physical surveillance or "watch" was conducted on the Highlander 
Folic School at night by Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. The Special Agent in Charge of the Knoxville of- 
fice has assured the Director that no surveillance or "watch" has 
been conducted either at or in the vicinity of the Highlander 
Folk School. 

Tours sincerely, 



Peyton Ford 
Deputy Attorney General .- 
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To answer your inquiries raised by my Memorandum 

of February 21, and to submit for your approval replies ts 
Mr. Soger Baldwin and Mr* Peyton Ford of the Department* 

DETAILS 

Scope of the Investigation of the Highlander Folk School 

In order to clarify Just what investigation the 
Knoxville Office has conducted concerning the Highlander Folk 
School either directly or incidental to developing full infor- 
mation on the activities of various individuals, I wish to 
advise you as follows; 

Under date of October 6, 1939, the Knoxville Office 
furnished the Bureau the first reported information concerning 
the Highlander Folk School* The first report reflecting 
investigation was submitted under date of April 10, 1941* 
This report set forth the information on the history of the 
school and the people connected with it. The letter and the 
report reflected that the investigation was instituted only 
after numerous allegations' were received regarding Communist 
^activity at the school. No active investigation has he,en 
Imade of the school since the closing report dated July 4, 
1 1943. The file fails .to reflect any p.ertinent information 
received since that date regarding any recognisable Communist 
\Party activity on 'the part of the school itself; however, 
allegations of Communist Party sympathy or activity have 
been received concerning persons who were or had been 
connected with the school. These investigations were directed 
solely toward the individuals and not the Highlander Folk 
School. Some examples of these investication^ar^a^follswsi 
William falter Remington, Perju ry* J W 

Atomic Energy Act - Applicarrt^M M Loyalty 

of Government Employees; A W Security M atter - C; 

Loyalty of Govemmen^Emp^yees ; t W 
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^^^ r the Age nts interviewing 

hlander folk School* Mm 
As indicated tn tft^our-pap^^ 
memoranaum wntcn was attached to my memorandum of February 21, 
29S1, the Highlander Folk School is not a school in the 
normal sense but merely has short session labor and social 

^^^"^jfl though as stated above no investigation has been 
made of the Highlander Folk School since July 4 M 1943* the 
Knoxville Office made an effort to devel op 

conjiaentta, 
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Due to the volume of applicant cases in the Knox- 
ville Office* particularly Atomic Energy Act - Applicant 
cases, people living at Monteagle, Tennessee, have been 
contacted; however, the Agents working in that area are 
aware of the general nature of the Highlander Folk School 
and the Agents have advised that no inquiries have been made 
concerning the interracial character of the school* SAC 
Robey has advised that he has personally contacted all Of 
the Agents in the Knoxville Office who had worked in Mont- 
eagle and vicinity in the past year and all have categorically 
denied that they have discussed the interracial character of 
the school with anyone and that they have exerted utmost 
caution to prevent anyone from gaining the impression that 
the school was being investigated by the FBI* 
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Answer to Tour Inquiries Raised in Uu Memorandum 
of February 21 % 1951. Which is Attached. 

lm Why was Eorton carried on the Knoxville Key 
Figure List and why was the case closed out? 

In June, 1940, Myles Horton, Director of the 
Highlander Folk School, was reported as taking an actios 
part in or attending meetings held by the various Covmunitt 
Party units in Chattanooga, Tennessee, and vicinity and 
that he formulated the policies and directed the activities 
of all the local units, as well as the e n^u^^^^uy of 
units. T his information was furnished byM M 

On the basTso^thia^^^^ 
rent ion card was recommended and 
approved on Hyles Horton* He was later listed as a Key 
Figure by the Knoxville Office* Investigation conducted 
of Horton between 1942 and 1944 failed to substantiate the 
original allegation that Morton was engaged in Communist 
activity; therefore, by closing report dated January 25, 
1944, the Knoxville Office removed Horton from the Knoxville 
±'ey Figure List and the Security Index Card on Horton was 
cancelled by letter dated January 7, 1946* 

2. You instructed that the Knoxville Office toe 
advised to make no further contact with the Highlander Folk 
School on any matter. 

Pursuant to your instructions the Bureau on 
February 22, 1951, telephonically instructed SAC Robey of 
the Knoxville Office to make no further contacts at the 
Highlander Folk School on any matter* 

3* Tou inquired, "Why did we utilise such cumber- 
some procedure to get to the bottom of charges made by Horton 
in December, 1950?" 

It has been the practice in the Security Division 
'io immediately make direct contact with any individual who 
might make an unfounded allegation against the Bureau* In 
this instance we didn't po directly to Horton upon receipt 
of his December 10, 1950, letter because we rec ognised JbiW^ 
as a tjiojible^mqksr, and felt that jm±teng^U3JWld^Ji& gained, by 
roach* We were wrong and I regret that we didn't 
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po to him immediately and obtain specifics from him and 
compel him to either prove or retract his statement. 

. 4. In connection with using 

^n o* a source of information, you advised ^^^^^ 

«- fJS being contacted for information on the activi^ies^f ths 

Highlander Folk School. Tou ashed why. 
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.Purauant to j/our augyestions, there is attached C&± 
hereto for your approval a proposed reply to Roger Baldwin 
of the American Civil Liberties Union in which it is pointed 
out to him that the interracial character of the Highlander 
Folk School has never been considered as the basis for any 
investigation conducted by this Bureau. 
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Memorandum from Peyton Ford dated February 29. 
1951, Dealing with Correspondence from Myles Horton. 
Director of the Highlander Foils School 

There is attached hereto a memorandum from Peyton 
Ford dated February 19, 2952, with photostatic copies of 
Horton's letter and attachments to Peyton Ford, together 
with Mr. Ford's draft of a reply to Horton. This corres- 
pondence regards the sane unfounded allegation that Agents 
of the Knoxville Off ice have construed the interracial 
nature of the Highlander Folk School as being Communistic* 
It is not believed that the Bureau can agree with Peyton 
Ford's draft reply to Mr* Horton. Our Knoxville Office 
obviously should not conduct interviews in the Highlander 
Folk School with stenographic or other persons recording 
the interview. The attached reply for your approval to 
Peyton Ford points out the reason why this procedure should 
not be followed. There is also attached for Peyton Ford's 
information a copy of the summary memorandum prepared con-' 
cerning the Highlander Folk School. 

Uenorandu m from Peyton Ford dated February 19, 
Concerning Correspondence from Dr. Albert E. 
Barnett of the Candler School of Theology 
Emery University, Georgia 

There is attached hereto a memorandum from Peyton 
Ford dated February 19, 1951, which sets forth the contents 
of a letter directed to the Attorney General from Albert S* 
Barnett which also regards the unfounded allegation that 
Agents of the Knoxville Office were investigating the 
Highlander Folk School because they surmised "that the 
free admission of Negroes as students at Highlander con- 
stituted evidence of Communist point of view," Obviously, 
Myles Horton has persuaded Dr. Barnett to write Attorney 
General UcGrath in order to strengthen Horton's complaint 
against the FBI* For your information, Dr. Barnett is 
mentioned in the Bureau files* These references reflect 
that Barnett has been connected in one way or another with 
the following organisations which have been subject to 
considerable Communist infiltration. 
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Southern Conference for Hunan Welfare - At a 
dinner held on May 6, 1947, for the benefit of the Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare at Chicago, Illinois 9 Dr. 
Albert E. Barnett was listed as a sponsor and speaker* 

(100-10355-337) 

The files also reflect that Dr. Barnett was one 
of the members of the Ad Hoc Committee which welcomed the 
Reverend Hewlett Johnson's arrival at La Guardia Airport in 
November, 1946. Unusual publicity resulted from the fact 
thut the so-called "Red Dean's" first application for a visa 
was turned down due to the fact that he was sponsored by 
the National Council of American Soviet Friendship. (This 
r,r conization has been declared to be within the purview of 
Executive Order 9835.) (100-146964-1477) ' 

The "Daily Worker" of May SO, 1949, reflects that 
275 prominent individuals had signed an open letter urging 
that Congress reject the Atlantic Pact and called upon 
President Truman to settle issues now outstanding through 
direct negotiations with the Soviet Union. Dr. Barnett 
was one of the signers. (100-3-81-A) 

Committee for Peaceful Alternative to the 
Atlantic Pact - On August 21, 1949, Dr. Barnett mas listed 
as an individual from Illinois who had signed an open 
letter to Senators and Congressmen urging defeat of President 
Truman's arms program. (100-364437-7) 

Mid-Century Conference for Peace - In Chicago, 
May 29-30, 1950, Dr. Barnett was carried as a sponsor of 
this organization from the Chicago area. (100-364437-36 p. 22) 

Methodist Federation for Social Action - Be was a 
delegate to a meeting of the organization held in Ohio, 
July 16 to 21, 1950. (61-3615-41) 

No investigation has ever been conducted concerning 
Dr. Barnett; however, as indicated above, there is evidence 
"V' - 'ting that he has been connected with organizations 
which have been subject to Communist infiltration. In the 
attached memorandum to Peyton Ford, he is advised that Dr. 
Barnett has been misinformed by Mules Horton with respect 
to nature of our interest in the Highlander Folk School* 
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There is attached hereto proposed letters to 
Roger Baldwin and to Peyton Ford for your approval. 

ADDENDUM - 2-23-51 

The Director further inquired as to why mors 
complete details were not furnished in the first instance 
concerning the extent of our investigation at the Highlander 
Folk School. 

Inasmuch as the issue raised by Sorton and Baldwin 
was to the effect that Special Agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation had confused interracial education with 
communism, the background information furnished in our 
\original memorandum was designed to cover that issue* 

We now realise that we did not give the Director 

sufficient background to enable him to properly evaluate 
is situation. 
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We will make every effort to avoid this in the 
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y&AC, Knoxville 
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SUBjECT:H3IGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
-INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
(Bufile 61-7511) 
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on 5-4-51 

Dept* f and 




Mr. LanfiBnn •- 

Mr. Men* -*• 
Tele. Boo* 

Mr. NtMf- 



sa, u. s. Treasu fry|^^^ 




Internal Reven 

u/ S. 'Treasury Dept., both assigned Chattanooga, Tenn. , 
voluntarily furnished an agent of this division the 

following information: 
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KX 61-12 

Both men were thanked for the above information 
and informed they would not be interfering with any 
investigations being conducted by the FBI. No other.. 
.comments were made concerning the Highlander Folk 
School. .. ., 

The above information is being furnished to the 
Bureau for information purposes, and no further action 
is being taken by this division* 

It should be noted that if a complete investiga - 
tion is conducte d b , y the i Interna ^ ■fieyenu£._ag en i frff ' 
reg arding the Highlander Folk School,'" the "results of 

-rnrgnreni ng , especiaTIy concerning^ sources of in come 
Tortnis school, now ever, in view or previous Instruc- 
tions 'Tec eTvec^'from the Bureau, no effort will be made 

to obtain such information unless instructed to do so 

by the Bureau. 
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SAC, Knoxville 

Director, FBI 

HICHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITT - C 
Bufile 61-7511 - j(fj 



May 15, 195L 



Reurlet dated May 4, 1951, which reflects that the Internal 
Revenue Bureau say conduct a complete investigation of the Highlander 
Folk School. 

The Knoxyille Office ahould diacreetly arrange, if possible, 
to obtain a copy of the Investigative report concerning this school fri 
the Internal Revenue Bureau* * .„ -, ?.. 

The Bureau ahould be promptly advised of all developments. 
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Mr. Tolson : " - ; V"t- J r 'V^- ; '*' 
L. B. Nichols.. -,:i ; - ... 'v."> 

MYLES HORTON : ---,..,- ^'V. 
£j) HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
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With reference to the attached letter from Herbert* 
Monte Levy, Staff Counsel of the American Civil Liberties ... .-: : 

Union, there are two issues involved •/-;<- * -.^'^ v^- y - "■" V '-' : '- : ^ *■'■' '■' w--' ■''■" 

The first issue ' - Does the FBI consider interracial '/■.., 
education .as somewhat subversive and does it ask questions on 
this basis of neighbors, '.*' :'■ V -.'VV*'' ;: '--'V*" ' >** * '*Nv. : ,-^ v "■' 'V.-- ■ '.-./"" 

Investigation which was made in February proves this ../*./ ■ .. :, , 
view without foundation. To re- check the matter, 2 called v;,-. 
SAC Robey at Knox v,i lie and asked him if we had .contacted /• ..'.> : -;: ; .^/ -":.,. • 
neighbors, fa'e stated every Agent working in -that area had .•"?£-;; - -;" : ; 
been questioned at least twice and we had not contacted neighbors. 

Collateral to this issue is the attempt of the American 
Civil Liberties Union to force the FBI to issue instructions.; ;- + s ..^:, 
concerning comments on interracial education. There is no need.. , ■ 
; ( -..r such instructions since they are part and parcel of the , V; 
I: ..beau's' operating procedures and policies.' To issue such r 
ii.sorudtions would in: effect admit that such, a condition 
~>:isted. To date there is no proven case to substantiate this. - 

The second issue has to do with contacting the Highlander 

Folk School. .-.= ■■ . : : '■' -> ' : '■ 

' ' ■ * * ■ "•-.■-.■: 

The minutes of the Highlander Executive Council for 
January 22 and 23, 1951, which were forwarded to the Attorney 
(j e n«v, a i reflect that "because of previous misunderstandings , < ■ 
In Interview with FBI agents, the Highlander Director (Myles _:...- - : , ^ 
H-.-rl-.on) shall speak for the staff, and shall ask tiiat all ;.*7/. ■..;■, ;.-;:; 

-Hr,ns posed by any FBI agents be put in writing, and shall/;: 

make his replies in writing - provided legal counsel advises >■;;.., 
this action." This condition is, of course, impossible, and 
on February 22, 1951, instructions were issued to the Knoxvillej^^ 
Office to make no further contact with the Highlander Folk --. .r- 
Sciiool on any matter* 



A letter to Levy is attached, 
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Hr, »T. jKLgax Hooyw 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

5;!hS« ra VV uetloe ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED! 
* * HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Dear Mr. Boo.er, DATE^-?/fi/ RY f ?fM^ _,. 

I have recently reexamined the exchange of correspondence oetween o 1 - 
Mr. Baldwin and you of last ?e"bruary concerning the Highlander Polk 
School • Tour letter was most certainly responsive to Kr. Baldwin's 
inquiry* 

However, a careful reexamination of the correspondence leads us to 
"believe that Mr, Baldwin, who wrote you in his personal capacity 
rather than as an officer of this organization, did not quite hit tl 
jpoint which was troubling the Highlander Polk School authorities. 

The real concern of the School and of several members of our Board 
who have oeen contacted hy the school authorities is that some ques- 
tions addressed hy PaB.I, investigators to neighbors of the School 
jled the nel^hors to "believe the questions were indicative of an 
attitude on the part of these agents that inter- racial education is 
somewhat subversive ♦ Ve are confident that this does not reflect an 
P.B.I, attitudee For do we know whether the interpretation of the 
neighbors as to the purport of the questions was reasonaole or un- 
reasonable. W e wonder however, whether, to avoid future repetitions 
of such incidents, it might not he possible to issue appropriate in- 
structions to your agents to guard against any implication on their 
part that inter— racial education is necessarily subversive. 

We note also ^n-'ypur letter of February 26 that you have Issued apprc 
priate instructions to discontinue any direct contacts to representa- 
tives of the School. But again, although you were not informed of it 
Mr. Horton had not been opposed- "to contacts being made at the School, 
Indeed, it would seem most unwise to discontinue direct contacts with 
the school representatives, both from the point of view of the P.B.I, 
the students, and Kr. forton. Doubtless the P.B.I. would be able to 
&et much better and fuller information from the officials of the 
School than from the nei^ibors who alone are now being contacted. 
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I might add that I have communicated my views to Mr. Horton, and that he shares g 
them folly, As he states in a letter to us dated April lk, «I have no objection I 
to direct dealings with the P.B.I, on matters of internal security or in regard I 
to legitimate inquiries. Ko purpose would he served ... by my failure to copper-! 
ate in such matters." He also agrees that the real concern is the issuance of 
appropriate directives to your agents concerning comments on inter-racial educa- 
tion. 



tfe should appreciate your comments* 




Beepectfully yours, 

Herbert Monte Levy 
Staff Counsel 
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J »*** to «ck»o»I#d^» your letter sf iprll I0 # 
1952, with further reference to the allegations of Mr* 
Myles Borton of the Bighlander Tel* School. , 

■ m >■ .-" , .-■■>■ .-,- ■■■:,'- i':*l " . ' - 

rAe» JTr. Borton first alleged that interractal 
education mas considered "so*euhat subversive" by the TBI. 
and the baeie for investigation, 99 made a very careful check 
into the matter * F# could find no baste for corroboration 
of Mr* Norton's statement although it mas quite obvious that 
these allegations had been midely disseminated by Mr* Borton* 
There are no facts to substantiate Mr* Borton 's position 
that TBI Agents considered interracial education as "subversive ," 
nor did the Agents ask questions which mould permit any such <»- 
preteion to be conveyed* In viem of tKe longstanding policies 
of the TBI and the absence of any proven instances of violations 
of these policies I earn no necesstty then, nor now, to reiterate 
..'our policy* The very thought that interracial education is 
♦ a basis for the conclusion of "subversion* is so far removed 
V frost the operations of the TBI that I see no purpose to be 
"served intending out any instructions on this sub feet' 1 at 
this tine*^ ' 
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X-J£^l**f BigMan&sr Executive Council, however, at it 

*- r ~-^£&**0ct SAC, Jiew : 7ori (With 'copy if 'Ynco 
^ - '' t ' SACy^Trioxvill* (With^cop ^JLOf inc 

cc: Mr. Be^lnon^b 
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Mr. Berbert 1/onte levy April MO, 1951 

Staff Count §1 

American Civil Liberties Vniom ; "'V' ■'.'-'■. .'-''r. <-■■ - - 

170 Tifth Avenue v ■■--■■■*- -.'.V-- : 
JTeifl Tor* 20, #c* Tbrk 

fa /aniiory, 2951, aet up *Rj>o**ifcle ftontfftUft* /or tfc* 
conduct 0/ interviews to »Mc* *M» flur#oi* cciiltf »*♦ 
accede, and accordingly we *ad no • tfcor cfcofeo but to 
refrain from contacting those connected with the school 
in natters in which they night le helpful* 
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T appreciate your catling this matter to my 

¥ith best wishes and hind regard** 

, ■' ■ *■ 

Sincerely yours, 

ft XAtnr Hmtw 
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material available for release to you.^X S 



with no segregable 



LJ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 



Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 



, was/were forwarde'd to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Pages) withheld for the following reason(s): 



.For your information: 
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HiarTLAJIDEB POLK SCIOOZ vi' : '.^^ 
INT1XKM SFCURITT - C : ' *■' . , */ ' -*"' 

- ; Bcurlct Hay 11, 1951* 

Pursuant to your request, there are being enclosed 
herewith two copies of each of the two photographs vhich 2- 
vou forwarded with referenced letter, ho steps ehould M :t 
tc+en ct t\ie tine to identify the individuals depicted tn 
these photographs* However, they should be placed with ...,.;■. 
your file in the captioned natter for possible future ■- -■■/-' 
identification if further investigation of the Highlander,/ 
Folk school is authorised by the Bureau. .'.2.. ;;V .' V" I 
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Mr. Ptyton Ford 

Deputy Attorney General 

Director, FBI ; . 

O , ■>- r ■'-'■-■ "•'.;>. 

KffinPnrn ,- HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
cfcUHICD - 117 INFORMATION CONCERNING * 



Hay 12, 1951 
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Reference is made to the memorandum dated 
May 3, 1951, which the Attorney General received froa 
Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., attaching a letter 
dated Nay 1, 1951. and a New Tork •Compass* newspaper 
article dated April 30^^5^^hlr>^*r^jja£A^tfi^s^^ 
SenatorLodeefroa^J Wf 

M preKtin^Totne^eptRned 

matter, we nave maae photostatic copies of this corres- 
pondence for our files and are returning the originals 
herewith to you. 

The enclosed material makes the false allega- 
tion that the FBI is harassing the Highlander Folk 
School because of its interracial ekarft«t«r. TM» - - 
allegation was originally made to the Attorney General 
by Myles Horton, director of this school and, since then, 
several Individuals have written to the Attorney General 
in a similar vein. This previous correspondence has 
been discussed In our memoranda to you dated February 26, 
1951, March 13, 1951, and March 28, 1951. 

No further action is contemplated by this v 
Bureau regarding the enclosed material. 
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jseek ^tojwxfchintieato 'this statement about 3tfcaF.,B I ^#^>^£*a 
andithe Tederal Oovornm«nt.#^regardir« the spreading if v|% ^ 
tha inyressio&.that tljia !Si£hlarder*Tolk School at *£i#gl.$r * 



• - T^ ' , i«T B >r^**' "■•* -^>^» r «***r* ^»S.'v' ji 



rint At..^SB0T .if it is ao/.^it *a worie policy 



about this #\ . ; T<and if ^oti £dll you XiMlfy Return $ 
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Honorable Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr» 
United Stt-Ui Sen&te 

tBahington, &• C. 

ISy dear Sena ton 



Thlf la in response to your note of gay 3» T 
ehlch referred a letter and enclosure fro»i 

fl V *© r eoncider&tiotT ty thle d#j 

»ent* .■•'- ■ • ' £ : ■ - ^ ■■ ■. >■-. ' —s' 





etter is an article 
, j.951* *nich sufgeete 



the ar. do pure of 
from the *Dailjr CoapfvSs* of *-p 

tttt fcgfnta of the Federal ^yreau of Investigation of this 
De^crtatnt h&ve harassed ti-a Highlander Folk School of 
i-cnteegle, Tennessee* 

#*y I reti&£ure you for the benefit ef(| ( ' 

thf-t euoh a eug^esJtlon it absolutely fulse nnd without any . 
foundation whatever. Is you know, the Jfcl is strictly an > 
Inveetigttive organisation, ic fact as veil as policy, and In- 
dulges in no fcEXfeBcsse-Dt. ■..*■'■■-. . .;,-■ ■" - .;-..,-. . 

In £.ccordti5ce ;^ith your request, I ao returr.ln 
1 fetter end enclosure. ..." 



Toure since rely 9 

Peyton Ford *. 
Deputy /ttorr.ey General 
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Z&ARD OF DIRECTORS 
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Mrs. Katrine McCormick timet 
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American Civil Mberties Union 

170 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
ORegon 5-5990 



Emeit Angell 

C»e7rmaft, foara* of Director* 
Roger N. Baldwin 

Chairmen, National Committee 



Artfcer 6«rftald Hay* 
Oanara/ Comma! 

Morrli L Emt 

Oaaafaf CooMef 



JwwthMt. 
Secretary 

■.W.llinilinl 
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Patrick Murphy Matin 
Executive Director 



Clifford Fonter 
George E. KundquUt Herbert Monta Uvy Corae Spa Alan ReHntan 

Aulttanl Director Staff CovftW 
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Vuincy Hc.e 
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Dr. Joi-.n A. Lapp 
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Will Rogers, Jr. 

Eirns r.ster 
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;Aii(iL'f M. S:r!!8s ! nge?, Jr. 

.Joseph Sch.e'.vLurg 

Ooeli Shep<iid 
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May 18, 1951 



Secretary 

J. Edrar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Department of Justice 

Vashinrton, La C. 

Dear Priend: 




l£<*' 



fflptiu*-^ 



Mr. Mofar 

Tato. Room .^.^.... 

Mr. Naaa-5 

Wm* Qaady, 




22^ 



I am highly embarrassed to write this letter, but I do hope .. 
you vri.ll bear with me. 

I'v. Hoover was kind enough to vrr it e me on this subject a few 
wee.:s ago in response to a letter I wrote to him, and I now 
find to my shane that the letter has cone astray in our files 
and cannot "be located. 

I therefore wonder if I could prevail upon you to send me a 
copy of that letter. 

Vfith many thanks and deep appreciation in advance, I am 

Cordially yours. 
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Herbert Jtaitp^Sevy / 
Staff Counsel ' 
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lft% tfer5ffr* Vont* Levy 

Staff Counsel 

American Civil Liberties Union 

170 Tifth Avenue 

Sew York 10, New York 

Dear Mr. Levy: 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE S] \m BY, 




■■*-.^--~ 



Your letter of Ifay IB, 1951, addressed 
to my Secretary, has been referred to my attention 
end in accordance with your request, I an enclosing 
a copy of my communication to you of April 20, 1951* 

Tou may be sure that I am glad to be of 
assistance in this instance and if I can be of 
further aid do not hesitate to communicate with me* 



0, 



If* '"- 






Sincerely 



<?^> 



en 



rn 
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or's letter to Itr. Levy of 4-20-51. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI date- June 22, 1951 

SAC, KNOXVILLE 

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

(Bufile 61-7511) 

Re Bureau memorandum dated 5/15/51 to the 
SAC, Knoxville. 

nternal 

, advised agents of this 

f that date no investiga- 
School has been instigated. 

ipates In the very near 
along with Special Agents 
will conduct a full in- 

expenses and operations of 

and its personnel. 




Revenue, Treasury Departmen 
office on 6/lij/5l that as o 
tion of the Highlander Folk 
However, he stated he antic 
future that his department, 
of the Treasury Department, 
vestigation of the Income, 
the Highlander Folk School 



He stated he would keep agents of the 
FBI Informed of the progress made in this and would 
be willing to allow agents of the FBI to review the 
results of such investigation. 

This Division will maintain contact with 

land will keep the Bureau advised as to the 

progress made in the investigations by the Internal 

Revenue Department. 



61-12 
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Oj^c^ Memorandum 



TO s Director, FBI 

r / 

FROM?" A SAC , Knoxville 

SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
SECURITY MATTER - C 



UNITED STAlis GOVERNMENT 



DATE: October 16, 1951 



^L_ 



Relet from Knoxville to Bureau dated 8-13-51- 



Tnternal Revenue, U. S. 
Treasury Department, Chattanooga, Tennessee, advised an agent of this 
office on October 13, 1951, that as of that date no action had been 
taken by his department or by the special agents of the U. S. Treasury 
Department in connection with an investigation of the Highlander Folk 
School or any of their personnel. He again stated he vould Immediately 
advise agents of this office of any information developed as a result 
of his investigation. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, KKOXVILLE (61-12) 

HIC-HLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

ReKxlet dated 10/16/51. 




DATE: 4/21/52 

G.J.R-S 



sU-* 



On April 17, 1952, Hi HHM ■Internal 

Revenue, U. S. Treasury Department, advised that no investi- 
gation has as yet been conducted of the Highlander Polk 
School and its personnel by Treasury Agents. Ee added that 
because of a desire by the Internal Revenue Bureau to look 
into the tax returns of gamblers and racketeers his office 
had been ordered to discontinue any investigation of the 
Highlander Polk School for an indefinite period of time. 

He advised that he would notify the PEI in the event that 
investigation was to be conducted at a future date. In 
view of these facts this case is being closed administratively 
by the Knorville Office pending receipt of this advice from 




:MCD 



*M 



-I 



I 



.Wi 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
PESEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

i.ATF M& BY £EZ££CS 
1 ' cK-Jtf ' 



t 



CVI 



AAV. ^ 



,*» 



tv 



,\&T> 3S 



tf 



C^>b is*:* ^^^ 



i , . - 



' Ci : =.'/J :i 



m 



s 



c 




. . ^ s.<J?t* 




f ' ■(-£■ 






xl 





ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

ATE^IlL£L_BY5£" 






,y ^>: 






















w'^ 



■/C^ 






/ 



-5"- $■■ 




1 K!^^ /T)/"1 









to ^ 




n 











<•- 



1 





'■''Hjtog " 



03/, I. 



ty 



Ci 

( 



TRUE COPT 



c 







Mont eagle, Tenn 
July 31, 1953 
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Mr. J. Edgar Boover. 

Federal Bureau of Information . 

Washington, D. C. 






Dear.Vr. Boover: 



writing 






f»A, 



z' > i cm w. w--.w 9 - — ^, — "• * 

Bighlander TolK*-SGhPS>l+ about piree miles af MonU*gl*\ 
ts^Felieved by many citizens around here, to be one of *»• 
hottest oeda o/ Cow»uFitat teaching in the United iSTtate*., ^ 
jt se«*s thew get a half buehel of mail a day. People 
around here can't understand vhat it all means, 
They have been here for years. They claim they are here 
to help the mountain people, but no one knows of any 
one around here they have helped. - 

.... . . ... m ...x. -a. T v-« m >m +hn + 4. * is a v * - • 

jt %S eviaenv TO me, jrvm »r»«*v * mnvm, v-^.. -— .»- - -,- 

communist center, What can be done about it? Who has t 
the authority to act in finding out about it? ■ T -, : 

Sincerely /...-;' \ 

/s/ W. A. Swift 
P.S. This is a confidential letter* 

/s/ Rev. W. A. Swift 
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Jt« vrr«*4 WjjJt^ift 

9nr *, 8mtftzfe j, 

REC0RDED-3Z r#i»r letter tmtid July 3* 1953, *•• *"•>•;•!•?& 

Md tee Mtfvfi »**e* prompted *e»r 9«UK»^tfM «r» ^f^feev 

appreciated* _ .,-■ ' /; -„-" J :;-/-*■'' ^'* ^^^i^-^STv 1 ?^^-- 






/» »(if •/ tfco mmtente •/ *•»> I#*f«r J •» f«Jt**e*lef 

the Special Agent in Charge •/ eur Aexvflle V/*»* if. n*»e jp,y 
dfent ••■tact ye* t* tne war /ntnre. v y ;V-'v-.,.^^;=vV^.. 
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/•*» Idpar Meewer 
Ptrectar v« 



£*c • SAc/fnoxville (W/Snclol&r*) 
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#«reati /<le* reflect that t* December X9k?th*? : ^ 1 ;4 
oorre«po7»tfefit connunicated wltn tno Bureau coneornJnp Jvypnlle 
delinquency matter* and mas afforded a cordial ackwmf$h%«n$M%* 

- - .-:>--■'" ■<?' ■ .-. . -■ I*-; ■- ; - '■ ->'.: ..'•■■ ■«"" ** wj^ *>*$**■* 

- ; 4 ' - ffce letter ef acftmomlsdgememt U being malleoli CtfV*" - 
•lain envolopo tneosucn «• Sii/$ iftd*e«tii tkj he destretjdm 
identity be kept confidential* .:;. K'\ -'-'"•' -^ ^iVC^w^l ' W 

' ■ 'bureau /tie* fefl eot that a eeBi**- 1 - * •** — **—* 
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jfi gnl ondJEflX* JSchaoJ. mas closed in ^9pij'»v rw * , ' f f**r 
* r ~.<£t2c %1~12 '<ina*much ae no euidenoe was dcveTefeol^thaf t*# ■•* %*&: 
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eonooX »a«"<?onnunt»t eon trolled or domifdCtedm . The flit* do 
not'difclede pertinent informa t ion receive* Of ndeijftat date 

indiodVtyg Communist Party activity ^ni«Hf wrt aJTime eeneei/ 
ho»ffuor # allegation »o/ Connuntot Part^ aj/rfpoih^fir activity 
have been received concerning persons vho were or nw§ been 



^*" conr*ect#d witn t/ie school^ ; r- 
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Di regard to the Highland Folk School Bureau 
teletype to znoxville dated Tebruary S7, 1951, inotruotod 
Mnosoille to advice mil mgemte that no 4i*ou*ofem 
•Jfceuld it sadt »it* any i»df»fdiial ♦ •»©trni*v #** 

^ -■'.-.-■■ • - ■.'•■■' ■ ' *>*;:■■:...■'.■■:■■"- ^■.:'- J ".' : " ~V^^^-\;:^ f ^ 
. f»f»«au l#it#r ^i#4 **? 15, 1951, requested I* 
to discreetly obtain m copy , of the Bureau of interjml 
investigative report concerning the school* It^is)„M}*ted 
that a number of contacts mere made with the^Buroetm ep 
B* venue for thie purpose 9 By letter dated April Big JJ&S9 ^jt&jjfc-' 
tnozviUo reported that the Bureau of Internal Mevonu* ' hyiiAM- 
tion of the school had been postponed and the Bureau of ■ -jMmil 
Bevenue mould advise tnoxville Off to* im the «»tot't^^;j|t.i^ • 
invest iga tien mas a onduo ted * * : S -_.- ■ -v ' _ jj ^ : /w ^i^^ "^v% ; ^^^^j£ ■ 

j* v torn of the contents of \ the correspondent **-l^§£V,. 
couun lea tt on you are requested t« doipnatt an »y*»i* r >#^ - 
d**cr*«tly contact the correspondent as soon a* possipli and 
obtain from him the basis and substantiation for the allegations 
made tn his letter hearing in mind the Bureau 9 * instruction* of 
February B7^1951 9 iinvnetmmof0T*-B*nitoned»<:.:* 

jn ropard to the corrtapond«nt '• tngutritt #«t out in 
his letter he should be orally advised that all pertinent , 
information relating to subversive activities should me Jumiehei 
to the 'FBI inasmuch as the FBI has been given the ; jtMfW^|^- 
responsibilities for the investigation of oubverotve mcitm ties' 
within the United States under the security program Refined 
by Executive Orders and Congressional onactmento* "' 
■ ■" ** /■ ■■' " • **' 4 - '--'.„ ■/ 

Mo investigation should he conducted in connect ton, 
mith the correspondent's allegations mtthout securing o pee if to~ 
Bureau authorisation as set forth in the Manual of Instruction*, 
Section Q7~C, SA» -^ : - ;.;j'V * ^'^S'v^-'-: 

/ fhe results of the inierviem should be promptly 

furnished to the Bureau mith reference being made to -fhiq * 
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TO ; 



KH. D. M. L4DD • 
X3, 2, -. BSLVOHT 



August 25, 1953 



-:^H 



S TT ~JZCT: MYLES HORTON 

(Jenner Cofr^ittee Request) 



Jenner ^fcTfittee requested "nan-e check onJIorton. 
Conference Educational und. Inc.. June 3D_.l r "~ 



Southern 




."IBs 



Horton long-time heed of High-: 



kloe'e associate 



known 



re 



lander oi k School , M ontea ^ le. _ 

Co~^unist Party peters, Active in ^outhern Conference for Hut- en Wei fa 
(SCKV/), 8 cited organization end outhsrn Conferenc coeducational Func^ 
fSCEF), successor organization to"SCHW.« Horton and ,on Wes^, known i ?■£■:'*' 
Co-r^unist, were ^rincirel organizers of ^rogra^ Highlander Folk SchooJ-*." 
■■jhen latter organized in 1932. In Decerrber, 1950, Horton in letter "tjTV' 
Mr. ^legg accused ^uret u Agents of questioning neighbors cf Folk SchqoTK 
regarding visits of Negroes to School and also of steting that a nre'ss"-*' 
release released by School would be considered orwrunistic by a rrajority 
of southern neo^le. Horton mede similar charges in letter to Attorney 
Ge.-eral, Senator Estes ^efauver, to the nress and to others. Horton* s 
allegations found by Hur^au to be filse. Korton in letter to Attorney 
?e:ierel stated that the °ouncil of the School was considering the 
procedure for future interviews with ^ureau Agents, i. e., of having thf. 
Director of School only s^eak for entire staff end of having ell 
questions ~osed by bureau Agents ^ut in writing. Director of School to 
submit replies in writing. Subsequently Knoxville Office instructed to ^ 
have no further contaots~whete"er at * oik School. Present review 
limited to T.ain files on Korton and Highlander ^olk School, 8nd aumrapjs 
report dated October L», 19'-'7, concerning SCHVJ which was ^re^ared in 
accrdance with Executive Order 9^35 snd which contains surr-irary on Hort 
"S^e" references since that suT-nary were also reviewed.-::- Horton was re- 
ported instruTental in starting the "orkers Alliance, d=. si^nated by the 
Attorney "enerel Pursuant to Executive °rder 10!i50. 
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That the attached ^e^o rand urn be forwarded to the Jenner 



Co^ittee rfa 

Artac^^nt^^ 
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'Pastor Swift/ Wife Did a W of 

Lovable Couple 
= " Now Retired 
r After 60 Years 



m 



•y GORDON H. TURNER 
' jBi*ff Cerretportdsnt 

MONTEAGLK, Ten*.— Much of 

the South and nation and in fact 

a lot of the world would not be 

»t»-h-^ t>>o »»mp h*& it not been 

tor a iovaoie, reimed couple now 

fcappUy living in retirement here, 

H*#n above the world'* fUa 

: which they have done a lot to 

teal are the Rev. W. A. Swift, an 

■ mil-time famous Methodist preach* 

«r and hia wife, the former Irene 

' Keiaer, Both were born and roared 

' not Jar assert la southwest Ken- 

" tacky during flie latter quarter of 

-Pastor Swift" had written me 

, they were ~T*Ur*d," aed that they 

" - «*. ; <.'i fc'W?-. After 

fevangtllsing and holding a doaen 

-«w »*j nastoraUs tc many Btatea, 

* **%-.■ ' *..^?.» » pretty home here 

* 10 y**r» ago and aetUed down, 
fret from now on, of routine pro- 
f55s">eal dut<ea 
AtitMiie 60 Y**r* 

!?„;. ar.v Swit ha* attended to 
fhf ii.i'ou* Sunday school asscnv 
4&y pi-ogrmm« here for t0 years 
(with her husband aince the early 
\3S.»v W»t>. 1.1 ch an acquaintance, 
to wy ito'lxiftg m* continuing 
"'wv'H^de ro-rcirpondence, reading 
from a iarge personal library, and 
filling In a thousand and one Uttle 
«atH* a«d ctore* around here— the 
couple is yet quite active. 

At tnrtr mv!tation by letter, I 

K>-:r.t a recent uufcrrcttablc day 

arila i to i * rtmarkabife couple, 

wfce*r> J fc*d never before met, and 

jfor whojK a dc**n stories couldn't 

'^ ti>* t-v Hp rti^ mc the courtesy 

;■#* cocr.plimenUng my good-will 

. 't .. t »., r . is uiutt, and my coK 

'«""" •Tr.-y>trY> *~» mrKMHty seeker, 

jd< -.uutau» tor me to write theLcJ. 

^ Swift described hardships fc? 




—Staff photo by Gordon H. ^mer 
MONT EAGLE, Tenn.— The Rev, an d Mr*, W. A. Swift stand in front of tasir jRtty oora* 
jost inside the world lamon* SffitUAf Ichool assembly ground* here. Tbey 'have 

InflCVOOd. • :_..___: ^— — '- * 



.A-***^***-. 



ago and when be served as school 
janitor to pay ads way through m 
small college. 

••When I waa bora there wen 
no electric light* or paved reads, 
much lass automobiles in Ken- 
tucky." he recalled. "But o*> 
wagons, spinning wheels, and 
homemade clay lamps were com- 
mon." 

He told of "dropping* corn, then 
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cut, * WakM. JkMMjnagM 

]«a to school, ana jjiieuoesn, 
ly riding horseback to «p- 
>lntment*. often got a* »tta* a* 
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fLswt A* fa*THsi»ds II ' 

dad was 4 ilWlMlo 
ftarmer until he lost «U be bad as 
aecurity no notes for friend*. 
W. A. MTtr fot a eeat from beau 
toward bis education. 
"One winter I bad bat one pair 
{of socks to my nunc nod washed 
tbem out at night to wear next 
day" be declared. "But before I 
married X bad crossed the Atlantic 
ocean three times and traveled in 
all the world's continents except 
Australia." 

It was actually in the middle of 
| th e Atlantic while on a trip to the 
Holy Land thst he met the girl he 
was to marry In 1909. Their oldest 
tighter, Mary Elizabeth, died at 
e * and oldest son William -was 
lied In an automobile Occident 
age X. These losses were par- 
ly made up,' however, for 
eanor (now Mrs. John R- West 
Nashville) soon came along 
[and then later within a matter 
of minutes of esch other, Thomas, 
V-t— :-f*. &r.* **«'jorie arrived to 
place the Swifts as the only known 
"Methodist pastcy* parents of trip- 
lets in the worlfrf 

First Home Service 
W. A's . ft rat sermon was st his 
home church, Mount Cartnel, near 
Murray, Ky. in 1896. Before re- 
tiring a decade ago be held many 
pastorates, including also churches 
to Little Bock and Texsx 
Ark, Maiion, SU SL Clair, 
land Millersburg, Ky. An editor ftf 
church papers for 11 years, 
-.Xp-'i rr.fiovr two Methodist 
(leges {Kentucky Wesleysn and 
Athens. Ala.), and had the dis- 
tinction of clearing several towns 
and cities of the "filth of alcohol 
and Indecent shows and carni 
vala" 

This man accumulated what 
hnsy have been the largest person- 
al library of any fellow-preacher 
in the country and though he bad 
given awsy or sold nearly all of 
St, be recently counted more than 
11000 volume* left Too, he has aJ- 
■ ways had a big correspondence 
and today values among keep- 
es a personal letter to him 
King Edward VU, three from 
kg George VL and one' from 
9ueen Elisabeth XL 
•fos}* J. P. Alley A Stsrt 
1 As benefactor of the late J. P. 

• Alley Br., creator of Hambone's 
$ meditations who grew to be one 
g of America's greatest commercial 

artists). Pastor Swift is very 

P'-sud. While bs was preaching at 

Aabury Methodist in Little Rock, 

aukj, owi wi wiittt, came to blm 

for help. Swift got him a good 

"», lob, took him toto his home for 

- free hoard, slept in the same bed 

.. with him for two years, gave biro 

* money to take an art course by 
, mail {only training be aver had) 
t txti. watched him rise to fame, 
-* Later Assy's were the only ear- 
; toons «var to hang on the walls 

the U, 8. capltol in Washington 
the only ones created out of 
" " , _ appear to" a famous 
ioctxjt4"2-2ine. As a t°T SUBrtr 




This is a photo of the Swifts* triplet children, mads when tita 
trio grsdusted from Jsckson city high school. 



for the Memphis Commercial Ap- 
peal, he considered changing to 
one of the nation's biggest dallies 
st a tripled salary but Swift ad- 
rised him to remain in T>\xif . Be 
did, and in Little Rock became s 
greet lay. leader and Bible teacher 
in Aebury church. Swift per- 
formed Alley's wedding ceremony, 
^nd when he died a few years 
igo, was called to preach his 
ktneral. 

The Swift triplets, parent-like, 
ire biasing their own brilliant 
crails. Born in Lexington, Ky. r 
Ihey graduated together at Jack- 
on <Tenn.) high school under 
irtndpal D. E. Ray and the late 
'. B. -yarns then city superin- 
tendent They Ste rally worked 
{heir way through college — not 
one each but up to two, three, and 
more. eJl with exceptional records. 
Thomas attended Lambuth 
(Jackson, Tenn.>, the University of 
Tenn., and Ohio State, and is now 
a grsduate chemical engineer in 
Houston, Texas. Margaret grad 
uated from Wesleyan (Macon, 
Da.). Scarritt to Nashville, and 
then from Columbia in New Tork 
2ity when its president was Gen- 
ral Eisenhower. Later she at- 
tended the Universities of Michi- 
gan, California and Peiping, China 
[he served as a missionary to 
Thina until the Communists took 
iver and is now field -director of 



with a PhJ>. degree. Now with a] 
top-spot on the University of Ala- J 
bams faculty, she gets back here 
more often than the other chil- 
dren to visit the family. 

The Swifts hosted me Hkrough 
their big home "so cool in summer 
thst we always sleep under blank- 
ets.** He ha* a vegetable gardei 
(mostly beans and to m a t oes now) 
and in lovely flower beds, dahlias 
are a specialty. There are enougt 
beds in the big house "to alee] 
several families,** and with tw« 
kitchens. X got the idea that mm 
of the time tt is open boose fo 
friends from everywhere. Just fto 
ished on the backside is a tin: 
guest house as modern as tomor 
row. which they plan to r%nt b 
assembly visitors when not use* 
as their own guest house, . - '.£1 
Philosophy an Wortd • *-V . 

Strolling in the garden Bwlft 
who has been a student of ftp 
ernment and world affairs frJfr 
boyhood, gave me his nhitoeop*) 
of current conditions. ••• " f| 

•The wortd, since I was bos* 
has improved very fast mntcrtaUj 
but constantly drifted morally" be 
said. "But if wven yet Amerlof 
really turned to God to atactica, at 
well as theory, we can overoomt 
communism and lead the work 
into a great spiritual awakentoj 
that would bring untold materia 
blessings to aU & we font, I tssv 



Marjorie graduated from Iism- 
fcuth, Peabody college, and then 
mm NorUiwrftr?r- -aaj mrveraity U 



he American Red Cross to Japan, communism will win out and at 



the world hack a thousand yuan 
or perhaps even destroy emUsn 
tion itself." . ■ v. ■" ' ***** j\ 
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Bureau letter to B&verend V. V^WTJT, Monteagle, Tennessee, 
dated 8-6-53. ^ LU "~ 



Rev. WILLIAM ALPHEqjTSWIJT 
at hie residence by Special Agent 
advised that he 1b a retired Meth 



Monteagle 




ssee, was interviewed 

» 8-19-53. Hev. swift 

LB^ Minister, 81 years of age, and that 
he has resided at Monteagle, Tennessee, for the past 10 years. Bev. SWDT 
reported that the Highlander Folic School vhich is located on highway between 
Monteagle and Tracy City, Tennessee^ vas reportedly founded during the early 
part of 1930 "by a man najned/foMBROSKT. Rev* SWIFT* stated that he did not know 
DCMBROSO^s first name and tkat he had never net DCMBR06KY. Bav. SWIFT advised 
that DCMBROSKY is no longer oonnected with the Highlander Filk School, hut that 
he is reported to he sympathetic with the Communist. Bev. SWIFT stated that he 
"believed LCMBROSXY to he sympathetic with Communism because of newspaper accounts 
linking D0MBR0SKY with strikes which were occuring all over the united States. 
Rev. SWIFT stated that he had never heard any comments made either by or accred- 
ited to DCMBROSKY vhich would lead him to believe him to be Communistic and he 
stated that he had not received any reports of any activity on the part of 
D3MSR0SKY other than the newspaper accounts of DCMBROSKY participating in strikes 
which would lead him to believe that DCMBROSKY vas sympathetic with Communism or 
any subversive organization. 

Rev. SWIFT stated that he has been informed that the Highlander Folk 
[School is reportedly operated under the leadership of a man by the name of 
'H0RTON, first name unknown. He said that he has never met HORTON and does not 
know anyone connected vith the Highlander Folk School either in the past or at 
the present time. He also advised that he has never visited the Highlander Folk 
School and has never associated vith anyone who has frequented the Highlander 
Folk School or associated with any of the individuals connected with this school. 
Rev. SWIFT advised that he has no direct information regarding the Highlander 
Folk School or any of its past or present personnel. He stated that his only 
information concerning the possible sympathies of the Highlander Folk School j 
with the Communist Party or other subversive organization is in the form of * 

hearsay information. Rev. SWIFT was asked for specific information even in the. 
form of hearsay upon which he based his opinion that the Highlander Folk School 
vas Communistic in nature. Rev. SWIFT advised it is his opinion that the High- 
lander Folk School was dominated by Communist Sympathizers on the Following 
events » 
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Boy. SWIFT stated that sometime during 1952, he observed Mr. HGKTOV, 
High lander Folic School Director, throw away a copy of the Bomanian ffews, 
Sunday Edition, dated October, 1952, numbered 206. Key. SWUT stated that 
H0ET0N di Boarded this nevspaper In the Poet Office of Monteagle, Tennessee 
and he reclaimed the newspaper far Information purposes. Rev. SWIFT stated 
that after reading this edition of the Romanian News, he considered it sub- 
versive in nature. 

Bev. SWIFT stated that the Highlander Folk School has claimed for 
years that the purpose of their location at Monteagle, Tennessee Is to as slat 
the mountain people in that vicinity. He stated that he has been visiting In 
Monteagle and vicinity for the past 35 years and has lived continually at Mont- 
eagle, Tennessee for the past 10 years. He stated that In visiting with moun- 
tain people in that vicinity, he has yet to find anyone who has stated that 
anyone connected with the Hi^ilander Folk School has assisted the mountain 
people in any way. 




■'■*«■- 



him some time ago that the 

tool was made u p of Communis t Sympathizers. Bev. SWUT ad- 
vised the Interviewing agent that J| |did not elaborate on the comment 
and did not give any reason or basisforiiSking this remark. 

Kev. SWIFT also advised t hat he had been informed by, 

that the High lander Folk school was a "hot 
j^d of Communist". Kev." SWIFT was un able to f urnish any additional information 
regarding the comment and stated that| |had not elaborated on this remark. 

He also stated that he has seen extremei^iarge quanitles of mail being delivered 
at Monteagle Post Office to representatives of the High lander Folk School. He 
stated this mail comes from all over the world and a great deal of it is in the 
form of air mail and special delivery mall. Kev. SWIFT stated that he cannot 
understand how any school could receive this much mail unless it was engaged in 
some sort of illegal or subversive activity. 
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Kev. SWIFT also advised the interviewing agent that he had "been informed 
by several mountain people, t names unknown, that while doing day labor on the 
grounds of the Highlander Folk School, they had learned that there was a "building 
on the ground of the Highlander Folk School called the Film Center. Rsv. SWIFT 
stated these people had advised him that no one, other than Highlander Folk School 
personnel were allowed to enter or go near this "building. He stated that he had 
no other information regarding the "building, hut it seemed rather suspicious to 
him that a school would "be so particular in maintaining a building and its cen- 
ter*? is such secrecy. 

Rev. SWIFT stated that Dr. J. T. BLACKWOOD, a retired Methodist Minister 
who is 91 years old and resides at Monteagle, Tennessee, had commented to him 
that the MBthodist Church which was located In the immediate vicinity of the 
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informed Rev. SWIFT that this church was farced to close its doors doe to 
the distractions offered "by the Highlander Folk Sohool personnel. He report- 
edly stated vhenever a church service vas in progress, the Highlander Folk 
School personnel would plan a demonstration picnic or offer to take the 
children on hikes or rides throng the woods and in this method distract 
them from the church services. 

Be v. SWIFT advised that the Hi^ilander Folk School personnel were 
acting as spies in the different churches In the vicinity of Monteagle and 
Tracy City, Tennessee. When asked to explain what he meant by this, he stated 
that they attend a church service without Invitation and the next Sunday they 
would go to sane different church. He stated that to his knowledge, they have 
never caused any disturbance at any of these churches, hut that they do not 
continually go to the same church in the vicinity of Monteagle or Tracy City. 
He was asked specifically why he thought they were acting as spies and he could 
offer no expli nation other than the fact that they did not attend any church 
regular ily. 

Rev. SWIBT also advised that he had heard, source unknown, that several 
manufacturing establishments had refused to "build in the vicinity of Monteagle 
or Tracy City because of the Ccnaounietic leadings ot the High lander Folk Sohool 
which was located in the Bame vicinity of Monteagle and Tracy City, Tennessee. 
They reportedly stated that they did not vant to "build near the Highlander Folk 
School "because the echool would continually "be causing trouble in the form of 
strikes . 

Rev. SWIFT stated that he could not furnish any additional information 
other then what vas related above. He stated he believed the school vas a Tiot 
bed of Communist" and he based this opinion upon the several events which are 
related above. Rev. SWUT advised he was unable to furnish any additional in- 
formation regarding the Highlander Folk School either in the form of hearsay or 
otherwise. Rev. SWIFT vas orally advised that all pertinent information relating 
to subversive activities should be furnished to the FBI, inasmuch as the FBI has 
been given the general responsibilities for the investigation of subversive acti- 
vities within the United States under the Security Program defined \>j Executive 
Orders and Congressional Enactments. He was informed that if he received any 
additional information regarding any subversive activities that he should 
immediately notify the Special Agent in Charge of the Bicxville Division of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. Closed. 
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INFORMATION CONCERNING "' 

^INTERNAL SECURITY) "' y , / 

ReBulet "dated August 6, 1953, directed to the 
captioned individual, Uonteagle, Tennessee, copies of 
which were designated for your office with the request 
that the correspondent be interviewed* 

Examination of Bureau files fails to disclose 
the receipt of ihe results of pour contact* Tou are 
requested to forward this information to tfc# Bureau at 

onoem 

In the event these data have been submitted to 
the Bureau, please furnish the date and caption of your 

communication* 
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There are no known subversive organizations within the XnozrllXe 
Division purely local In nature, nor are there any national headquarter e Tor 
such organizations in thle division; however, the Ugh lander Folk School, 
Monteegle, Tennessee, Is occasionally referenced in connection vlth security 
asltei-;; and, therefore, the following documentation ie being submitted: 




rurniEhed the fo; 

School, Konteagle, Tennessee x 



on regarding the Highlander Folk 
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"The Highlander Folk School Is an institution located near 
Monteegle, Tennessee. It is an institution with classes on 
a seminar basis and Is supported primarily by donations from 
Individuals, from labor unions in the form of payments for 
students who attend, and to some extent by the Farmers' Union. 
It offers courses of instruction in labor organization, social 
economics, parliamentary procedure and the general field of 
labor education, 3nis school hasjied Communist lerty members 
on its staff end as ins true tor s,|and haB followed the practice 
of welcoming CP members as students, but to my knowledge, the 
school has never offered courses of instruction in Communist 
matters nor has the Communist element ever completely con- 
trolled the institution.^! j£ 

Confidential Inforacr.t Xfaoxville T-2, a governmental agency, has 
advised that LOUIE FRAHCIE BUDSJZ, admitted former editor of the 'Daily Worker," 
an Eaet Coast Communist newspaper and an officiel in the Communist Party, ad- 
vised en U/21/52 that the Highlander Folk School was pro -Communist. 
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(T-2 is memo prepared by the House of Representatives Select Committee 
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to Investigate Foundations and other Organize t ions.) /•. /"""/ / ^ / ^ \ 
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Director, JBI ^ 

Be: EQHLAJTBER FOIK SCHOOL 
lB-C 



n/2S/a 



lev York advised InoxviUe "by letter IO/26/53 t ^ t this information 
had bean made available to lav Tork Office by Bureau letter 2/2^/53* entitled 
''Use of Benevolent Trust funds, Philanthropic and Eleemosynary Institutions 
to Implement the Programs of Subversive Groups, IB-C. H The Bureau instructed 
that in reporting the material it be attributed to BUEEBZ and the source of 
memoranda be referred to only by confidential symbol. 
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EBI KNOXVILLE 
DIRECTOR, FBI 



URGENT 



6-1$ PM EST 



o 



\i 



MYLES HORTON, WAS., SM - C, HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS - C. CHATTANOOGA 
NEV;s-FREE PRESS ARTICLE APPEARING MARCH TWENTYTHREE FIFTYFOUR RELATES 
THAT HOKTON REPORTS HE WILL GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF HIS APPEARANCE AS WITNESS 
AT SENATE INTERNAL SECURITY SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING AT NEW ORLEANS, ♦' 
INCLUDING HIS CLOSED HEARING WITH SENATOR JAMES EASTLAND. MEETING 
SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY NIGHT MARCH TWENTYFIVE FIFTYFOUR, AT HIGHLANDER 
FOLK SCHOOL, MONTEAGLE TENN. IT IS REPORTED MEETING ADVERTISED BY 
MAILING APPROXIMATELY FIVE HUNDRED CABDS TO PERSONS RESIDING VICINITY 
OF SCHOOL. KX OFFICE HAS RECEIVED TELEGRAM FROM MONTEAGEE, TENN., ON 
THIS DATE QUOTE FBI, HAMILTON BANK BLDG. , KNOXVILLE, TENN. I WILL 
REPORT ON THE EASTLAND HEARING AT HIGHLANDER SBVEN THIRTY m TOMORROW. 
SIGNED MYLES HOBTONUNOUOIE. PURSUANT TO BUTEL BEB. TWENTYSEVEN 
FIFTYONE, INSTRUCTING NO CONTACTS WHATSOEVER SHALL BE MADE AT HIGHLANDER 
FOLK SCHOOL AND THAT NO DISCUSSION SHOULD BE MADE WITH INDIVIDUALS 
CONCERNING HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, NO ACTION IS BEING TAKEN IN THIS 
MATTER UACB. 
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6-20 PM OK FBI WA fch 
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Director, FBI (61-7511) (KEGESTEBED MAIL) 
SAC, Khoxville (61-12) 
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STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: lf/7/5^ f 
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
IS'-T"- * 

Be Knoxville letters to Director 5/ty*l, 6/22/51, 

and lf/21/52. 
Re Bureau letters to Knoxville dated 5/15/51. 

On 3/19M __ 

Revenue, Treasury Department, advised SA 

of this office that he had again "been instructed to make an 
investigation concerning the Highlander Folk School and its 
employees in line vith the information set forth in referenced 
Knoxville memo dated 5/4/51* 

IB stated that he was notifying the 
FBI of this investigation in that he vould gladly cooperate 
with Agents of the FBI in furnishing any informat ion throu^i 
official channels that they desired. | B stated he 

would notify Agent | 0of the progress of his investi- 

gation and if infornStlonwas desired concerning his investi- 
gation, it could he ohtained throu^i official channels, 

The Bureau will he kept advised of the progress 

of M ^investigati on and if deemed advisable at the 

com^et!onc^MJl(B(jP investigation, a request will he 
submitted to ohtainxheresultB of his investigations through 
Internal Eevenue Bureau, 
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DIRECTOR, TBI 



5/26/* 
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BAC, KKCIVILIE (100-00) 
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HIGHIAHiaSR FOIX SCHOOL 
IHTEFBAL SEuutuzx - C 



Be 8AC Letter 5W2 end aylet II/28/33. : 

The thumbnail sketch concerning the Highlander *-> / y 
Folk School as set out In reflet presently fulfills ell AC y 
requirements es set forth In SAC Letter ,3^-22. . , 
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FEDERAL BUBEAU OF INVESTICATIOH 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



Transmit the following Teletype message to 



UR-TKL , 



6/7/5U 
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MrTlJocrdsiMi 

Mr. Kfc^Is 

Mr. ±A ■; _ 

Ilr- TV-? 

Mr. ?»r.r,-i 

Mr. r-An 

Mr. T-.-.^Si 

Mr. r.:y: ..'_„ . 
M- T "■>' r-^wi 

Tel,, ~tc=, 

M: "- • " y an__ 
Mis* Ga..?ti7 



FBI KNOXVTLLB 

DIRECTOR 

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS - C* RB KX I*T TO BUREAU k/l/Sk* 

INTERNAL REVENUE AGENT, CHATTANOOGA, ADVISED THIS DATE HE HAS 

E2CGRDS OF HICHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL IN HIS POSSESSION 

» 
^^^^^ BUREAU REQUES1ED TO REQUEST 

FROM INTERNAL REVENUE BUREAU ^HHH O 




BECAUSE OF INTERNAL = _ 

NOT ALLOWED TO REI£ASE BOS Zrh^j^S} 

O 

INFORMATION IN «fflE FIELD, BUT IMPLIED IT COULD BE OBTAINED FROM ^ vst^t 



REVENUE DEPARTMENTAL REGULATIO 



INTERNAL REVENUE HEADQUARTERS., 





NEXT TWO TOSEXS. 



END 
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Approved:, 



oeciali Agent in 



Special! Agent in Charge 
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0O#I« and institution i* Mupporud primarily by dtnait on* frmm '■-.* -'i? 

f»dii;<<fuoti» # labor vafoao and oo /ortA. ZM* acaooi aat lad Coaaia 

/tort? »«»l>oro on I to Bt^ff •* i**tmc 

CoMittn^ot Partp aomooro aoj^idcnto* 
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o~iaiwlo v t oatioro »or aao^tao Comauni 
3> nloaont ooor eo»pJo*oi|r ooniroilod ino ino*ftu«on.«J%oro" _ 

no Indication tn Bur* am fil** to ootaoJfon toot thr Highlander B&&. 
t«~_&nooi l« ^onaaniot doainatod, Tno instruction* outJfnod 4*; ^^^^J 
««cw._£t/orffnced ^nt#| o/ fob roar y f?, 1952, per instruction* o/ too \5Fv-l 
64,^£|roctor ao nofod <n a aoaorondit«/roa Jfr» Zadd to tno DirsotoV^ 
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